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Study Abroad and the Senior Project

ntegral to the successful undergraduate experience is the intellectual

growth that takes place as students begin to pursue their own lines

of academic inquiry. While the process varies from student to
student, what is common to many of them, in particular those who
study abroad, is the very personal and often intense discovery of what
the academic project is all about. Over and over again, one reads in
the evaluations of returning students how they became inspired by the
academic independence granted by overseas institutions or how their
research came alive because of the physical proximity the students had
to their subjects. For some, this experience might lead them to under-
take research for a senior thesis while still abroad. For others, their
newly awakened awareness and excitement motivates them to use the
knowledge and experience gained abroad to begin a senior thesis on
their return. Such students are generally considered to be those who
have gained the most from their time abroad.

... they became inspired by the academic
independence granted by overseas
institutions ...

While it may or may not be the case that these students have gained
the most, it is true that they are usually the ones who apply for and
often receive Fulbright or other post-graduate scholarships. Regardless,
the strong connection that develops between these students and their
topics frequently entices them to return to the country that first
attracted them in order to conduct further study and/or research.
Thus have we chosen to focus on students who were either inspired
by their time abroad to undertake a senior thesis or who conducted
research while abroad for their thesis. I hope this enables readers to
see some of the academic benefits that can come from an extended
period, whether a semester or a year, of study abroad.
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Aprolect while abroad because | really wanted to take advantage of the opportunity to do
some independent work before starting my senior thesis. Through one of my classes at
Universidad de Buenos Aires (UBA) in the fall semester, | became interested in the structure of
the local and national media. That, combined with an internship in the Argentine Senate, made
me want to learn more about the ways in which globalization and international requlations

influence government intellectual property policies.

Currently, my project focuses on placing Argentine intellectual property laws within the national and international
context. These issues would be very difficult to research anywhere else, but since | am “on-site,” | have access not
only to books, articles, etc. that are published locally, but also to the contacts | made through my internship and my

classes at UBA.

Assuming the project goes well, | definitely see myself elaborating on this topic or a similar one for my senior thesis
next year. For now I'm just excited to have the chance to work independently and to study Argentine politics and culture

from a new angle.

GRACE ARMSTRONG ‘06, School in Latin America

uring my junior year at Middlebury College,
D I spent one semester abroad in Ecuador and

another semester in Brazil, in line with my
Latin American Studies major. While abroad, I deep-
ened my knowledge of the region and my passion for

its languages and cultures. At the same time, I began
to focus my studies on literature and linguistics.

in Ecuador. I looked at the history of indigenous
education there and judged the efficacy of intercultural
bilingual education programs currently in place. I then
analyzed the feasibility of maintenance/revitalization
through bilingual education and other means, as

well as the desirability of such actions. There were, I
found, ethical implications both in passively allowing
indigenous peoples to lose their

In Ecuador, I discovered an
area of interest that excited
and perplexed me and that
eventually led me to the

subject of my senior thesis.
This process began when I

| was able to be fully involved
in the subject and have
much more current
and relevant information.

language in a bid for integration
and in demanding that they
continue to pass their language
onto their children, even though
it was an economic liability in a
society where their culture was

started studying Quichua, the
language of the indigenous people in the Andean
region. As I gradually became attuned to the
complexity of the ethnic and linguistic situation

in the Andes, I grew increasingly interested in the
indigenous peoples’ struggle both to integrate into
the dominant society and economy and to win
respect within the larger Andean community without
losing their culture and language.

During my senior year, thanks to my contacts, my
knowledge of Quichua and the Ecuadorian situation,
I was able to take my interests to deeper levels, both
scientifically and ethically. In my thesis I applied
current ideas of language revitalization to the situation

not valued.

Having spoken with people in Ecuador about these
issues, I became much more fully involved in the
subject and had access to more current and relevant
information. The benefits have never ceased, in fact;
now, as a graduate student in Spanish and Portuguese
at Berkeley, I continue to make frequent use of the
knowledge I gained abroad both in class and in
travel and exploration and to keep in touch with

my academic contacts abroad in both Ecuador and
in Brazil, as well as at Middlebury College
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