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Education

Ph.D.
Department of Government, Cornell University, August 2004 (Comparative Politics)
Dissertation Committee: Norman Uphoff (Chair), Ron Herring, Charles Geisler, Elinor Ostrom (Indiana University)
M.A.
Department of Government, Cornell University, August 1998 (Comparative Politics)

M.A.
Department of Public and International Affairs, George Mason University, January 1992 (International Transactions)

B.A.
Department of Public and International Affairs, George Mason University, January 1990, awarded with Distinction and Recognition (International Studies)
Current position


Assistant Professor, Middlebury College
Course offerings:    African Politics (Introduction and Senior Seminar)

Comparative Politics 

International Politics

Local Green Politics

Dictators and Democrats

Publications

· Articles (peer reviewed):
2009
“Gestion Communautaire ou Préservation des Ressources Renouvelables : Histoire Inachevée d'une Évolution Majeure de la Politique Environnementale à Madagascar” VertigO, 9(3), with Alain Bertrand and Pierre Montagne.

2008
“Strong Support for Weak Performance: Donor Competition in Madagascar” African Affairs 107(428): 405-431.

2008
“Madagascar’s Biodiversity Conservation Challenge: from Local- to National-Level Dynamics” Environmental Sciences, 5(2): 109-128.

2005
“The Cost of Ignoring Rules: Forest Conservation and Rural Livelihood Outcomes in Madagascar” Forests, Trees and Livelihoods, Vol. 15: 149-166.
· Book Chapters:

2010
“Bridging the Gap between Environmental Decision-Makers in Madagascar” in German, Laura, Alain Karsenty and Anne-Marie Tiani (eds.) Governing Africa’s Forests in a Globalized World. Earthscan: 234-257 (translated into French). 
2008
“Behind Sacredness: Rules, Local Interests, and Forest Conservation in Bara Country, Madagascar” in Nyamweru, Celia and Michael Sheridan (eds.) African Ethnoforests:  Sacred Groves, Culture, and Conservation. James Currey and Oxford University Press: 117-132.
2007
“Les nouvelles idées de gestion locale des ressources renouvelables et le processus de promulgation de la loi 96-025" in Zo Razanamaharo, and Andrew Cooke (eds.), Le Transfert de Gestion à Madagascar, Dix Ans d'Efforts: Tanteza, RESOLVE/CIRAD/CITE: 21-28, with Alain Bertrand in Pierre Montagne.
2004
“How Rules Affect Conservation Outcomes” in Goodman, Stephen and Jonathan Benstead (eds.) The Natural History of Madagascar. University of Chicago Press: 146-153.
· Op-Eds, Letters, Television Interviews
“Antananarivo n’est pas Madagascar” Jeune Afrique No. 2518 (April 12-18 2009, pp. 95-96)
“Rajoelina is not my president!” New African No. 484 (May 2009)
“Madagascar: le nouveau régime est-il légitime?” Vox Africa/Focus Program, April 29, 2009.

· Published Professional Reports:

Rabesahala, N, M Gauthier, B Rakotoarisoa (1995) “Conception and Development of a Contract Agreement for the Sustainable Use of Natural Resources (Zahamena, Madagascar).” Prepared for ANGAP (Association Nationale pour la Gestion des Aires Protégées) and USAID/Madagascar, SAVEM Project.

Rabesahala, N, H Rakotoarisoa, H Ramambasoa, F Rasamison and J E Rasolofonjatovo (1994a) "Research Report on Local Governance in Madagascar." Prepared for USAID/Madagascar, KEPEM Project. Decentralization: Finance and Management Project. Contract Nº DHR-5446-Z-00-7033-00. Burlington, VT: Associates in Rural Development, Inc.

___ (1994b) "Données recueillies sur la gouvernance locale à Madagascar : communautés de la Montagne d'Ambre." Prepared for the KEPEM Program; USAID/Madagascar. Burlington, VT: Decentralization: Finance and Management Project. Contract Nº DHR-5446-Z-00-7033-00. Associates in Rural Development, Inc.
___ (1994c) "Données recueillies sur la gouvernance locale à Madagascar : communautés de Zahamena." Prepared for USAID/Madagascar, KEPEM Project. Decentralization: Finance and Management Project. Contract Nº DHR-5446-Z-00-7033-00. Burlington, VT: Associates in Rural Development, Inc.

___ (1994d) "Données recueillies sur la gouvernance locale à Madagascar : communautés d'Andohahela." Prepared for USAID/Madagascar, KEPEM Project. Decentralization: Finance and Management Project. Contract Nº DHR-5446-Z-00-7033-00. Burlington, VT: Associates in Rural Development, Inc.
Work in Progress

· Book Project

Forests, Farmers and Foreigners: Conservation Politics in Africa
Why is deforestation persisting in Africa despite efforts to curb the problem? To answer this question, I examine the politics of forest conservation in Madagascar, Tanzania and Uganda in the neo-liberal era. The main argument centers on the necessity to consider two levels on environmental decision making, namely the community level (where conservation decisions are made daily) and the national level (where conservation policies are negotiated). At both levels, where key actors successfully align their interests with the institutions they devise to protect these interests, they are most likely to achieve conservation outcomes: compliance with conservation rules at the local level and conservation policy commitments on the part of governments at the national level. The comparative analysis shows that whereas the two levels of environmental decision making are assumed to be interdependent (i.e. decisions and one level inform and influence decisions at the other level), in reality they are disconnected. That is, persistent deforestation is rooted in a gap between local- and national-level realms of decision making.
· Papers
“When Donors Compete, Who Wins? Foreign Aid and Sovereignty in Africa” 
“Saving Uganda’s Forests: What Roles Do Individuals, Institutions and Intruders Play?” (with Susan Balaba Tumwebaze and Mohamed Bukenya)
Fellowships and Grants
2008-2009 
Fulbright-Hays Faculty Research Abroad (FRA) Fellowship (12 months)
2002-2004
Middlebury College Dissertation Fellowship 
1998

Social Science Research Council Pre-Dissertation Fellowship finalist 


Cornell Institute for International Food and Agriculture Development (CIIFAD) Research Grant     

International Forestry Resources and Institutions (IFRI) Research Grant 
1995-2000
Mellon Fellowship, Cornell University 

1990

World Wildlife Fund Grant
1989

Smithsonian Institution Fellowship (International Center)
1985

Cottey College Scholarship 

Maison d’Education de la Légion d’Honneur (Paris, France) Scholarship
Special Awards

2008
Vermont Campus Compact Award for Excellence in Community-Based Teaching, finalist.
Professional Presentations
“Forest Conservation in Africa: How Political Is It?” Presented at the African Studies Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA, November 18-22, 2009.
“When Donors Compete, Who Wins?” Presented at the International Studies Association Annual Convention, New York, NY, February 15-18, 2009.
“Madagascar’s Biodiversity Conservation Challenge: Connecting National- and Local-Level Dynamics.” Presented at the Workshop on Forest Governance and Decentralisation in Africa, Durban, South Africa, April 8-11, 2008.

“Madagascar’s Biodiversity Conservation Challenge: from Local- to National-Level Dynamics.” Presented at the International Studies Association Annual Convention, San Francisco, CA March 26-30, 2008.

“Strong Support for Weak Performance: Donor Competition in Madagascar’s Environmental Sector.” Presented at the International Studies Association Annual Convention, San Francisco, CA March 26-30, 2008.

“Connecting Community and State Actors to Explain Madagascar’s Conservation Challenge: Theoretical and Practical Considerations.” Presented at the Society, Natural Resources & Development in Madagascar, Recent Contributions by the Research Community symposium, University of East Anglia, Norwich, England, March 30th-31st, 2007.
“Strong Support for Weak Performance: State and Donors’ Mutual Dependency around Biodiversity Conservation in Madagascar.” Presented at the 11th Bi-Annual Meetings of the International Association for the Study of the Commons (IASC), Ubud, Indonesia June 19-23, 2006.
“Why Do Politicians Care About Nature? The Political Economy of Biodiversity Conservation in Madagascar.” Presented at the Annual Meetings of the African Studies Association, November 17-20, 2005.
“Weapons of the Strong: When Rules Help Forest Conservation and When They Do Not.” Presented at the Faculty Lecture Series, Middlebury College, April 21, 2004.

“When Rules Promote Conservation and When They Do Not.” Presented at the 100th Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting in Philadelphia, March 14-19, 2004 with Ned Horning.

“The Cost of Ignoring Rules: Forest Conservation and Rural Livelihood Outcomes in Madagascar.” Presented at the International Conference on Rural Livelihoods, Forests and Biodiversity in Bonn, Germany, May 19-23, 2003. http://www.cifor.cgiar.org/publications/corporate/cd-roms/bonn-proc/pdfs/papers/T4_FINAL_Horning.pdf
“Explaining Compliance with Rules Governing Common-Pool Forest Resource Use and Conservation: Dynamics in Bara Country, Southwestern Madagascar.” Presented at the 8th Bi-Annual Meetings of the International Association for the Study of Common Property at Indiana University, Bloomington, May 31-June 4, 2000. http://129.79.82.27/IASCP/Papers/horningn052300.pdf
Invited Presentations
“Poor Conservation in Rich Africa: the Politics of Deforestation in Madagascar, Uganda and Tanzania.” Presented at the Environmental Studies Colloquium, Middlebury College, November12, 2009.
“The Politics of Conservation: How Comparable Are Madagascar and Unganda?” Presented at the US Embassy, Kampala, Uganda, May 7, 2009.
“The Politics of Deforestation in Africa: Interests, Institutions and Environmental Decisions.” Presented at Makerere University/Faculty of Forestry and Nature Conservation, Kampala, Uganda, December 11, 2008.
“Madagascar’s Biodiversity Conservation Challenge: Multi-Level Dynamics.”  Presented at Pomona College’s International Relations Colloquium, March 25, 2008.
“Interests vs. Institutions: Deforestation in Madagascar.” Presented at the University of Vermont’s African Studies Program Lecture Series, UVM, October 26, 2004.
“People, Forests, and Zebus: Rule Compliance in Bara Country, Madagascar.” Presented at 27th Annual Conference of the New York African Studies Association, Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, April 4-5, 2003.

“Nature Conservation in Madagascar: Can Local Communities Handle It?” Presented at the Environmental Studies Colloquium, Middlebury College, October 31, 2001.

“Integrating Household Surveys with IFRI: Is It Desirable?“ Presented at the annual International Forest Resources and Institutions (IFRI) meetings at Indiana University, Bloomington, May 28-31, 2000.

“Are Village Communities Effective Guards of the Forest? Examining Two Cases from Bara Country, Southwestern Madagascar.” Presented to the Community-Based Land-Use Planning and Management Group at Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, March 1, 2000.
Professional Service

· Referee
Ecology and Society
Journal of Modern African Studies (JMAS)

Journal of Sustainable Development Law and Policy (JSDLP)
International Journal of the Commons
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (PNAS)

· Chair of the African Politics Conference Group’s Best Book Review Committee (2006-2007)

Teaching Interests and Experiences

· Comparative Politics (at Cornell University and Middlebury College)

· International Relations (at Cornell University and Middlebury College)

· African Politics (at Middlebury College)

· Environmental Politics (at Middlebury College)

Research Interests

· Development 

· Natural Resource Management--Forests

· Conservation Politics—Kenya, Madagascar, Uganda, Tanzania
· Rule Compliance
· Institutional Analysis

Professional Memberships

· American Political Science Association (APSA)

· African Studies Association (ASA)

· African Politics Conference Group (APCG)

· International Association for the Study of the Commons (IASC)

Academic Teaching/Research Experience

· Middlebury College

2002-present:

Introduction to Comparative Politics

2003-present:
African Politics

2004-present:      Local Green Politics (Community-Based Natural Resource Management)

  Senior Seminar in African Government

2002-03:
International Politics (Fall, with Mark Williams)

Winter 07, 10:
Dictators and Democrats
· Cornell University
1997-1998:
Government 132 Introduction to Comparative Politics (Teaching Assistant for Professor Valerie Bunce, fall)

Government 181 Introduction to International Relations (Teaching Assistant for Professor Matthew Evangelista, spring)

· George Mason University
August 1994:
Guest Lecturer on “Conservation in Madagascar” 

Global Environment, graduate-level course (for Professor Leonard Hirsch)

1988-1989: 
Research Assistant for Professor Robert Clark for Third World Politics, a textbook on politics in non-democratic countries.

Skills

Languages:

  French, Malagasy native
  Spanish, Swahili proficiency
Research Tools:
International Forestry Resources and Institutions (IFRI) Training Program, Workshop in Political Theory and Policy Analysis, Indiana University (Bloomington, Indiana), certificate awarded in spring 1997.

Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA), Egerton University (Njoro, Kenya) and Clark University (Worcester, MA), certificate awarded in summer 1991.
Professional Memberships

American Political Science Association (APSA)

African Studies Association (ASA)

African Politics Conference Group (APCG)

International Association for the Study of the Commons (IASC)
Previous Professional Activities

2002-2004:
Middlebury College Research Fellow of Political Science. Middlebury, Vermont.
1999-2003:
International Development Consultant and Translator (French-English; English-French).
1992-1995:
Assistant Project Manager, ARD, Inc.  Burlington, Vermont.

1991-1992:
Consultant for various clients including

· World Resources Institute (WRI) for The World Bank;

· Volunteers in Technical Assistance (VITA);
· Associates in Rural Development, Inc. (ARD).
1991:
Intern, World Wildlife Fund (WWF-US), Africa/Madagascar Program, Washington, D.C. (July-October).
1989-1991:
Intern, Smithsonian Institution, Office of International Relations, 

Washington, D.C.

1989-1990:
Student researcher (Masters’ Degree), funded by Smithsonian Institution and the World Wildlife Fund (WWF-US).
1989: 
Student Assistant Language Laboratory Director, George Mason University, Department of Foreign Languages and Literature, Fairfax, Virginia (Summer).
