Thesis Application Process & Guidelines

Honors in Psychology

(revised 2-13-12)
Students who meet the department requirements may apply to the department to complete a senior honors thesis in psychology, which requires students to apply their skills and knowledge of the field to the completion of a year-long empirical research project, under the supervision of a faculty member.  

By March 2nd of their junior year, a student considering a psychology thesis should: 

1. consult with prospective advisers concerning possible honors projects

2. submit completed Thesis Intent Form, along with an unofficial copy of transcript with psychology courses highlighted, to Susan Perkins (MBH 282; perkins@middlebury.edu) 

The psychology thesis requires three semesters (including Winter Term) of independent research. During the fall term of the senior year, candidates will enroll in PSYC 0700 (Senior Thesis Proposal). During the winter and spring terms, after meeting the special requirements listed in the course description (see below) and being accepted into honors candidacy, they will enroll in PSYC 0701. A minimum GPA of 3.5 in psychology department courses is required for admission to honors candidacy. Students who complete an honors thesis in psychology can count PSYC 0701 for one of their two senior seminar requirements or it may count as a student's elective (not both).

PSYC 0700 Senior Thesis Proposal
Students hoping to be considered as candidates for departmental honors must enroll in PSYC 0700 under the sponsorship of a department faculty member and submit a formal, written research proposal to the department by 5 p.m. on the Wednesday during the final week of fall classes in their senior year. If the proposal is approved, the student will enroll in PSYC 0701 during the winter and spring terms of the senior year. (Feb graduates should consult with their advisors about the appropriate semester in which to begin a thesis.) (PSYC 0201, PSYC 0202, approval required) (Staff)

PSYC 0701 Senior Thesis 
Students whose honors thesis proposal (PSYC 0700) has been approved will collect, analyze, and interpret their data. This process culminates in a written thesis to be submitted by 5 p.m. on the Monday BEFORE the final week of spring classes, a presentation, and an oral defense. The decision about awarding departmental honors will be made after the student submits the thesis. (PSYC 0201, PSYC 0202, and PSYC 0700; approval required) (Staff)
· Deadlines as noted above are not negotiable. 

· The final thesis grade and decision as to whether the thesis merits honors status will be determined by the adviser in consultation with others on the thesis committee.

· The GPA breakdowns for determining level of Honors in Psychology are as follows:

Honors: 3.5 – 3.65

High Honors: 3.66 – 3.8

Highest Honors: Above 3.8

· All psychology grades will count in determining the level of honors (including both PSYC 0701 grades). 

Note: Students who wish to have the thesis experience and do not meet the minimum GPA requirement may be able to do a one-year PSYC 0700 project and attend the PSYC 0701 thesis discussion/seminar in whatever form it is structured, provided there is space available.
