
Community Council 
January 17, 2012 

  
Present: Shirley Collado (Co-Chair) 
Ashley Calkins, Tim Parsons, Kenneth Pierce, Linda Ross, Linda Schiffer, Karen Liu ’15, Joey 
Radu ’13, Vin Recca ’12, Nial Rele ’12, Tik Root ’12. 
 
Guests: Jeffrey Cason and Liz Ross 
 
Absent: Janet Rodrigues ’12 (Co-Chair), Cates Baldridge, Anne Goodsell, Kareem Khalifa, Matt 
Hedgpeth ’12, Viviana Lozano ’14, Mehdi Prevot ’12, Annie Pruitt ’14. 

 
Approval of the Minutes: Motion to approve the minutes. Motion is carried. 
 
Presentation of the Study Abroad Office: Liz Ross and Jeffrey Cason, staff members of the 
Study Abroad Office, described the current status and future goals of the Middlebury 
international programs.  

 Comparing present study abroad data with data from ten years ago, it was found that 
the number of students abroad has not changed much—consistently 60% of student 
body is abroad every year.  

 Ten years ago, 63% of Middlebury students did not go abroad with a school program. 
Now 63% of Middlebury students are with a Middlebury program. This change is 
attributed to the decline of Eurocentric mindset and the addition of numerous countries 
outside of the European circle.  

 International programs aim to emphasize “Three I’s: immersion, integration, and 
independence” in the student travel experience.   

 Gender distribution: About 60% of study abroad students are female.  

 Financial aid policy: financial aid packages students receive for Middlebury transfers 
over to study abroad program fees.  

 Future plans: initiate a program with India and Cuba, increase programs in Africa. New 
programs, however, usually come out of languages available in the language schools.  

 Middlebury is a popular feeder school for study abroad—attracting applicants from 
Wesleyan, Brown, Amherst, Columbia, Harvard, Wellesley, Williams, Pomona, increased 
public school University of Wisconsin, UC’s, University of Mississippi. Popularity stems 
from the program reputation and the strict language pledge.  

 Study Abroad fee is determined by the market.  

 Applicants are seldom denied from a program. Office gives students opportunities to 
improve grades before accepting them.  

 International programs work with Global Rescue Mission—an organization that provides 
health assistance for students abroad.  

 Preparation for study abroad students: Students attend a pre-departure session and 
meet with returnees about past abroad experiences.  
 

Note: The next Community Council is scheduled for the January 30th, 2012.  


