
Community Council 
February 21, 2012 

 
Present: Shirley Collado (Co-Chair), Janet Rodrigues ’12 (Co-Chair)  
Kenneth Pierce, Ashley Calkins, Cates Baldridge, Anne Goodsell, Karen Liu ’15, Viviana 
Lozano ’14, Mehdi Prevot ’12, Annie Pruitt ’14, Vin Recca ’12, Tik Root ’12 
 
Guests: Karen Guttentaug, Associate Dean for Judicial Affairs and Student Life 
 
Absent: Kareem Khalifa, Tim Parsons, Linda Ross, Matt Hedgepeth ’12, Nial Rele ‘12 
 
Motion to Approve the Minutes: Motion to approve the revised minutes is carried.  
 
Amendments to Handbook Text Presentation: Karen Guttentag presented on the revising 
process of the Judicial Process policies.   

 The Student Life section of the student handbook was revised to have simpler language, 
legal compliancy, and campus relevancy.   

 Changes in the Judicial Process policies of the handbook cannot be made without 
bringing revisions to the Community Council and the Faculty Council. Reviewers must 
submit recommendations to the Council for approval. The updated policies will then go 
to the Faculty Council for voting.  

 Judicial Board processes were revised to tighten up the language, simplify judicial 
processes, include changes compliant with the laws, and be relevant with the campus.  

 Members of the Subcommittee of Judicial Appeals are asked to meet with Karen 
Guttentag to review the policy changes. Subcommittee will bring recommendations 
back to the Community Council for approval.  

 Student and faculty members from Community Council are also encouraged to 
participate in the selection committee for Judicial Board members (Mehdi Prevot ‘12 
volunteered for the student position).  

 
Forum on Alcohol Use: Council members discussed changes made to the Council-hosted forum 
on alcohol use.  

 The Task Force on Alcohol and Social Life is interested in co-hosting the forum with the 
Council but expressed concerns about campus fatigue with the topic.  

 The event will take place at 7:30PM, tentatively scheduled on March 19th in place of the 
Community Council meeting. 

 The rescheduling will also give time for advertisement. The Campus and MiddBlog will 
assist in raising awareness about the event.  

 The Task Force will help moderate the discussion and use the event to announce an 
upcoming presentation about the Task Force’s ideas and recommendations for the 
campus.  

 A joint meeting with the Task Force and Community Council will be scheduled. Council 
will provide feedback for any recommendations made by the Task Force in this meeting.  



 
Revisions to Gender Plurality in Social House Leadership:  

 Subcommittee on Academic Interest and Social Houses made the following revision to 
the gender plurality policy: “Members of each house must: (i) put forth a good faith 
effort during leadership transitions to ensure that house leadership represents a 
plurality of genders, and (ii) correct systemic patterns of gender homogeneity spanning 
several iterations of leadership transitions in the house.” The revisions have been taken 
to the Inter-House Council.  

 The subcommittee will also be conducting a survey of the academic interest houses.  
Members will present the survey results of each house and its respective 
recommendations to the Council.  

 
Staff Survey on Dorm Damage Revisions: Council members made suggestions for the staff 
survey on dorm damage.    

 Linda Ross has made suggestions the staff survey and is working on making the survey 
mandatory to staff members in facilities.  

 Connect with students who previously made an effort to increase connection between 
student and staff members. 

 Rework question #5 to include examples on what might hinder staff members from 
participating in events that attempt to connect them with students.  

 
Notes:  

 There is no Council meeting on Monday, February 27th. The next meeting is scheduled 
on Monday, March 5th.  

 Upcoming meeting will include an update on the superblocks with Doug Adams.  

 Meeting will also include an update of student and campus finances.  
 


