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Academic Calendar 2012

2012
January 2012
1 Sunday New Year’s Day
8  Sunday  Residence Halls open 
  (9:00 a.m.)
9  Monday  Winter term classes begin  
  (8:00 a.m.)
16  Monday  Martin Luther King Day

February 2012
3  Friday  Winter term classes end;
     Recess begins (4:15 p.m.)
4  Saturday  Celebration for mid-year  
  graduates
8  Wednesday  Spring orientation begins
13  Monday  Spring term classes begin  
  (8:00 a.m.)
16–18  Thurs.–Sat.  Trustee meetings
22  Wednesday  Ash Wednesday
23  Thursday  Winter Carnival recess 
  begins (4:15 p.m.)
24–25  Fri.–Sat.  Winter Carnival

March 2012
11  Sunday  Daylight Saving Time  
  begins
23  Friday  Spring recess begins 
  (4:15 p.m.)

April 2012
2  Monday  Classes resume (8:00 a.m.)
7  Saturday  ***First Day of Passover
8  Sunday  Christian Easter
15  Sunday  Orthodox Easter
20  Friday  *Student Research 
  Symposium; 
  classes do not meet

May 2012
10–12  Thurs.–Sat.  Trustee meetings
14  Monday  **Spring term classes  
  end (4:15 p.m.)
16  Wednesday  Examination period begins
17  Thursday  *Final examinations begin
19  Saturday  MIIS Commencement
22  Tuesday  Examination period ends
23  Wednesday  Residence Halls close  
  (12:00 p.m.)
26  Saturday  Baccalaureate
27  Sunday  Commencement/
       Residence Halls close for  
  Graduates and Senior 
  FEBs (11:00 p.m.)
28  Monday  Memorial Day

Photographs by Bridget Besaw, Amos Chan, Dennis Curran, Vlad Lodoaba, Tamara Hilmes, Andrew Ngeow

Notes: 
 *     Spring exams scheduled Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Monday, and Tuesday.
 **   Friday class schedule observed on Monday, May 14.
 ***  These religious holidays begin at sundown of the preceding day; dates are based on the lunar calendar and may vary.



December 2011

Dear Family Members of New Students, 

This Family Orientation Guide complements the Parents’ Guide that can be 
found at go.middlebury.edu/parentsguide. Both resources provide useful 
information designed to anticipate and answer your questions and to help you 
support your Middlebury student during the next four years. 

The Family Orientation Guide covers essential details about the February 
Orientation program, and highlights those events that you and your family are 
invited to attend along with your student. 

The Parents’ Guide includes information about the following topics:

•	 Travel to and from campus
•	 Local lodging
•	 The Commons system
•	 Residential living
•	 What to bring
•	 Keeping in touch

In addition, all incoming students have received first-year seminar 
registration materials, details regarding Spring course registration, and a 
letter directing them to the “Feb Web,” where we post information on 
topics such as what kinds of items to bring to campus, residential life, and 
other important preparation details. The “Feb Web” can be found at 
go.middlebury.edu/orientation.

If you have questions that are not covered in either guide, please contact 
us at 802.443.3103 or at orientation@middlebury.edu.

We hope you will be able to join us in February as we welcome your new 
student and your family to the Middlebury College community. We look 
forward to seeing you soon!

Sincerely,

JJ Boggs
Associate Dean of Students for Student Activities and Orientation 
Office of the Dean of Students

•	 Mailing packages to campus
•	 Parental involvement
•	 Academic life
•	 Important campus policies
•	 Student resources
•	 Academic calendar

10:30–11:30 a.m. 
Families: Presentation by a Middlebury Faculty or Staff Member
A member of Middlebury’s faculty or staff will present on a topic relevant to you and 
your student’s Middlebury experience. Updated information on this session will be 
available in January.
McCullough Social Space

11:30 a.m. 
Families Depart

12:30–1:30 p.m. 
Students: Lunch with Orientation Groups 
Proctor Dining Hall
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Thursday, February 9   
Note: This is a busy morning. If you would like to meet with your student before leaving 
at 11:30 a.m., please make your own timing and location arrangements.

7:00–8:00 a.m. 
Students: Breakfast with Orientation Groups 
Proctor Dining Hall 

7:00–9:00 a.m. 
Families: Drop-in Breakfast
Family members are welcome to enjoy breakfast in the dining hall. 
Proctor Dining Hall

8:00–10:00 a.m. 
Students: First-Year Seminar Meetings 
New students meet their classmates and professor, who will be their adviser for their 
first year. This session will introduce the seminar’s course work and provide an  
overview of some important aspects of Middlebury’s academic environment. 
Varied

9:00–10:00 a.m. 
Families: Commons Information Panel 
Representatives from each of the five Commons will speak to the value of 
Middlebury’s unique living/learning communities. 
McCullough Social Space

10:00–10:30 a.m. 
Students and Families: Coffee Break
If you would like to meet with your student during this time, please make your 
own location and timing arrangements. 
Crossroads Cafe in the McCullough Student Center

10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
Students: Placement Exams 
Placement exams are offered to students to determine their appropriate level in a 
variety of courses. Detailed placement exam information has been mailed to students 
and is available on the “Feb Web.” 
Varied
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3:00–4:30 p.m.
Information Forum
We encourage you and your student to take some time to meet with key members of 
the Middlebury staff and faculty who oversee some of the most important aspects of 
student life on campus. Representatives from a number of offices will be on hand to 
share information and answer your questions.
McCardell Bicentennial Hall Great Hall

5:00 p.m. 
Welcome Dinner 
Ross Dining Hall

6:30 p.m. 
Convocation 
Family members are invited to take part in this traditional event, which symbolizes 
the beginning of students’ academic journey at Middlebury. 
Mead Chapel

7:30 p.m. 
Students: Meeting with Orientation Groups 
After families depart Mead Chapel, students meet their Feb Orientation group 
and leaders. 
Mead Chapel and across campus

7:30–9:00 p.m.
Family Mingle
Please join us for drinks, desserts, and an opportunity to meet fellow Middlebury 
families!
Crossroads Cafe in the McCullough Student Center

9:30 p.m. 
Students: Square Dance
New students celebrate their first night on campus with a great Middlebury tradition. 
McCullough Social Space
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How and when should we 
mail packages to campus? 
Please see the Parents’ Guide (go.middle-
bury.edu/parentsguide) for instructions on 
mailing packages to campus, page 17. 

When should new students 
arrive on campus?
All students may arrive on Wednesday, 
February 8. The Welcome Center is open 
from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the Axinn 
Center at Starr Library; this should be 
your first stop on campus. Please note that 
the Welcome Center experience should 
take approximately 15 minutes, followed 
by the move-in process, so we encourage 
families to arrive as early as possible. Stu-
dents traveling alone from great distances 
who wish to seek permission to arrive 
on campus on Tuesday afternoon should 
contact Associate Dean of Students JJ 
Boggs at 802.443.3103. Permission for 
arriving early may not be granted after 
Friday, January 20. International students 
are invited to participate in Middlebury’s 
Early Arrival Program and will arrive on 
Tuesday, February 7; detailed information 
has been sent to these students. Students  
participating in February Outdoor 
Orientation (FOO), which takes place 
on the first weekend after classes begin, 
should arrive with the rest of the Feb class 
on February 8. 

How should students travel 
to campus?
Students may choose to travel by plane, 
bus, or car to the Middlebury campus. 
For airport, bus, and taxi contact informa-
tion, please see the Parents’ Guide, page 4. 

How do we drive to the 
Orientation Welcome Center?
For students and families driving to cam-
pus from various locations, the following 
directions will bring you directly to the 
Welcome Center in Axinn: 

■ From Burlington International 
Airport (approximately 1 hour): Left 
out of airport. Go straight across Rt. 2/ 
Williston Rd. until you enter Rt. 189. 
At the end of 189, left onto Rt. 7S. As you 
enter Middlebury, you will see a white 
church on the right. Take a right at the 
church. Drive through town, and the 
roundabout, bear right up College Street/
Rt. 125. Halfway up the hill, take a left onto 
Old Chapel Road.  Follow this road until 
you see the Welcome Center on your left. 
You may park temporarily on Old Chapel 
Road.

Frequently Asked Questions
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Orientation for the Feb Class of 2015 will begin on Wednesday, February 8, and will 
conclude on Sunday, February 12. We encourage parents and family members to join 
their sons and daughters for the first day and a half of Orientation. The schedules for 
Wednesday and Thursday, which include events for family members, are listed below. 
A complete Orientation schedule will be available on the “Feb Web”: go.middlebury.
edu/orientation. Please note that this schedule may change slightly; as noted earlier, a final 
schedule will be available in January and provided upon arrival.

Wednesday, February 8 

8:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. 
Welcome Center/Residence Halls Open 
New students will receive information packets, I.D. cards, and car registrations, and 
will collect other useful materials. Students registering a car should bring their license, 
car registration, and $50 parking fee to the Welcome Center. Family members will 
receive their final family Orientation schedule. There will be light snacks and beverages 
available. The Welcome Center process should take approximately 15 minutes to com-
plete; family members may either join their students in the process or relax with coffee. 
We encourage families to arrive as early as possible to ensure a smooth and unhurried 
move-in process.  
The Axinn Center at Starr Library 

Frequently Asked Questions
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■ From Montreal (approximately 2.5 
hours): Canadian Rt. 133S to U.S. Inter-
state 89S to 189S (in Burlington) to Rt. 7S 
to the town of Middlebury. Refer to  
“From Burlington International Airport” 
for specific directions from Route 7S.

■ From Boston  (approximately 4 hours): 
93N to 89N into Vermont. Take Exit 3 
(Bethel) to Rt. 107W to 100N to 125W. 
Follow 125W past the Middlebury Snow 
Bowl and Bread Loaf campus until you 
come to a “T” with Rt. 7. Right on Rt. 
7N; continue for several miles. Turn left on 
Cross Street.  At the traffic circle take the 
second exit onto College Street/Route 125 
(Otter Creek Bakery will be on your right).
Turn left on Old Chapel Road and follow 
signs to the Welcome Center

■ From New York City via Albany 
(approximately 5 hours; Albany is 2.5 hours 
away): Take 87N to Exit 24 (Albany); 
through toll booth; continue to Exit 20 
(Glens Falls) to 149E to 4E to Exit 3  
(Route 30N) into Middlebury. You will 
pass through Cornwall, and as you come 
uphill toward the College, you will pass the 
College golf course and athletic facilities  
on your right. After passing the Mahaney 
Center for the Arts on your right, take  
your next left onto Old Chapel Road and 
follow it until you see the Welcome Center 
at Axinn on your right. You may park 
temporarily on Old Chapel Road.

■ From Route 7, from the South: 
After driving through Brandon, Salisbury, 
and East Middlebury (past Rt.125E—do 
not turn here), you will be approximately 
4 miles from Middlebury. Continue on 
Route 7N; refer to “From Boston” for 
directions from Route 7N.

Where do we go first on 
Wednesday, February 8?
Students and family members should  
stop first at the Welcome Center in 
Axinn, which will be open from 8:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. Students will pick up their 
Orientation materials, their I.D. card,  
car registration (if applicable), and attend 
to other important details. Family  
members will pick up their Family  
Orientation materials with updated 
schedules and event locations as well as 
other useful information. The next stop 
will be the students’ Commons office, 
where residential life staff will  
issue students’ room keys. 

Do family members need to 
register in advance to partici-
pate in Orientation events?
We are hopeful that many of you will  
be able to remain on campus through 
Thursday morning to participate in 
optional scheduled events for family 
members. An e-mail will be sent to  
family members in January asking you 
to RSVP for the Welcome Dinner on 
Wednesday evening. 

Where should families stay 
overnight?
Please consult the Parents’ Guide, page 
5, for information about local lodging 
options. Although rooms at Middlebury’s 
Bread Loaf campus in Ripton, Vermont, 
are available to parents who visit Middle-
bury in the fall and for May Commence-
ment, Bread Loaf is closed for overnight 
lodging during the winter months 
because it is an unheated facility. 

Frequently Asked Questions

receive e-mail from their group leaders. 
Students will also learn by e-mail if they 
are able to participate in a FOO trip. 

When do students leave at 
the end of the semester? 
Please see “Travel Plans” in the Parents’ 
Guide on page 12, and make note of the 
academic calendar on the last page of this 
booklet.

What is the complete Orienta-
tion schedule for students?
By mid-January, you will be able to view 
the Orientation schedule on the “Feb 
Web”: go.middlebury.edu/orientation. 
Please note that this schedule may be 
adjusted as we finalize the details of this 
program. You will receive a printed copy 
of those events family members may 
attend when you arrive on campus, and 
students will receive their complete and 
finalized Orientation schedule at that 
time as well. 

What kind of academic orien-
tation will students receive? 
One of the primary goals of Orientation 
is to ensure that new students receive 
academic advising as they choose their 
first semester of classes and plan for future 
class sequences. All first-year students 
enroll in first-year seminars, which draw 
upon the breadth of our curriculum. 
There are approximately 15 students in 
each class. 

The seminar instructor also serves as 
the academic adviser for these students 
throughout their first year at Middlebury. 

This model of advising has proven to be 
highly effective and makes possible 
frequent and meaningful contact between 
new students and their faculty advisers. 
Students meet with their advisers  
individually and as a class during the  
Orientation program to discuss course 
selection, Middlebury academic require-
ments, and class registration. Although 
students are able to register for classes 
online in subsequent semesters, they  
register for their first semester in person, 
with faculty from every department on 
hand to assist them. 

After attending their first-year seminar 
class on the second day of Orientation, 
students take placement exams in those 
departments that require exams. This 
helps ensure that they enroll in classes 
appropriate to their skill level. For more 
information on placement exams, please 
visit the “Feb Web.” There will also be 
several optional sessions with the staff 
of Middlebury’s Center for Teaching, 
Learning and Research on time manage-
ment, academic scheduling, study skills, 
and other useful topics to help students 
transition to college, as well as optional 
academic policy and practice discussions 
with returning students and members 
of the registrar’s staff. 

Whom should I contact with 
additional questions? 
Students or family members with 
additional Orientation questions may 
contact us at 802.443.3103 or at orienta-
tion@middlebury.edu. To contact other 
College offices, please use the directory 
on the Middlebury College website.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What should families bring 
to Orientation?
Parents and family members attending  
Orientation need not bring any items 
other than warm clothing and footwear. 
Bear in mind that February temperatures 
in Vermont can be quite chilly. Although 
we are hoping for a sunny and temperate  
Orientation program, snow and ice are 
realistic possibilities. The dress for all  
Orientation events is informal and  
comfortable.

What items should our 
student bring to Middlebury?
This information can also be accessed on 
the “Feb Web” site (go.middlebury.edu/
orientation) under “What to Bring.” 
Also included there are recommendations  
about purchasing computers and cell 
phone plans. 

Will there be assistance 
with moving in?
As you arrive at the Welcome Center at 
Axinn, you will be paired with a Feb  
Leader who will help your student move 
in. When you have finished at the 
Welcome Center, the Feb Leader will 
accompany you to the Commons office 
and will assist you with luggage. Once 
you have unloaded your car, you will be 
instructed to move it to a visitor park-
ing lot before unpacking in the residence 
hall. Families without cars who have 
shipped their student’s belongings to 
campus may go to the Mail Center (in the 
McCullough Student Center) to retrieve 
them, and your Feb Leader will assist you 
in transporting them to your student’s 
room.

How and when should we 
retrieve packages we mailed?
All packages will be stored at the Mail  
Center adjacent to the McCullough 
Student Center, which is open on 
weekdays from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Families arriving in the Middlebury area 
on Tuesday, February 7 may visit the 
Mail Center to retrieve packages before  
4:00 p.m.; please note, however, that 
students will not have access to their  
residence hall on Tuesday.
 
Where in the area can we 
shop for room items? 
The campus and town of Middlebury 
offer several options for purchasing 
general supplies within a short drive. 
For more information, see 
www.middkid.com/backtoschool. 

Searching for more serious furnishings 
may require a trip to the Burlington/ 
Williston area, approximately an hour’s  
 

7

drive, where shoppers can take advantage 
of the following resources among many 
others:

Bed Bath & Beyond: 115 Trader Lane, 
 Williston (802.878.9991)
Best Buy: 26 Cypress Street, 
 Williston (802.872.0992)
Christmas Tree Shop: 100 Cypress St., 
 Williston (802.872.9509)
Home Depot: 759 Harvest Lane, 
 Williston (802.872.0039)
Homeport: 52 Church Street, 
 Burlington (802.863.4644)
Kmart: 947 Shelburne Road, 
 S. Burlington (802.864.4575)
Wal-Mart: 863 Harvest Lane, 
 Williston (802.878.5233)

Will there be support 
available for setting up 
our student’s computer?
Members of our Library and Information  
Services (LIS) staff will be on hand at 
the Welcome Center to provide set-up 
instructions specific to the students’ 
computer hardware and software. In 
addition, the Technology Help Desk 
(ext. 2200, located in the library) will be 
staffed throughout the day to answer 
set-up questions by phone. 

What if I am unable to 
accompany my student to 
the Orientation program?
Although we are always delighted to 
welcome new Middlebury families to 
campus, please be assured that students 
who arrive “solo” will be well cared 
for by their Feb Leaders, their student 
residential staff, their Commons team, 
and the rest of our staff and faculty. 

While Middlebury does not provide  
a shuttle service, students who are  
traveling alone and are of limited  
financial means may contact the  
Associate Dean of Students for assistance 
with transportation from the Burlington 
airport to campus. Please be sure to 
contact us no later than Friday, 
January 20. In addition, our Feb Leaders 
will help students transport luggage 
and packages they have shipped to the 
College to their residence halls. 

If you are unable to attend Orientation 
but are interested in other opportunities 
to visit our campus or connect with 
the College community, please see 
“Parental Involvement” in the  
Parents’ Guide, page 19. 

What if a member of our 
family has special needs?
We hope to make your visit to campus 
as successful as possible. If you or a 
member of your family has special 
needs regarding mobility or visual or 
hearing impairments, please contact us 
at 802.443.3103.

What other information 
should we expect to receive 
before we arrive?
Your student should expect several 
additional notifications this winter. 
Students receive housing and room-
mate assignments as well as notification 
of their first-year seminar and adviser 
via Middlebury e-mail. After they are 
housed, students are placed into Feb  
Orientation groups of nine students 
and two or three Feb Leaders (specially 
selected sophomore Febs) and will 
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5, for information about local lodging 
options. Although rooms at Middlebury’s 
Bread Loaf campus in Ripton, Vermont, 
are available to parents who visit Middle-
bury in the fall and for May Commence-
ment, Bread Loaf is closed for overnight 
lodging during the winter months 
because it is an unheated facility. 

Frequently Asked Questions

receive e-mail from their group leaders. 
Students will also learn by e-mail if they 
are able to participate in a FOO trip. 

When do students leave at 
the end of the semester? 
Please see “Travel Plans” in the Parents’ 
Guide on page 12, and make note of the 
academic calendar on the last page of this 
booklet.

What is the complete Orienta-
tion schedule for students?
By mid-January, you will be able to view 
the Orientation schedule on the “Feb 
Web”: go.middlebury.edu/orientation. 
Please note that this schedule may be 
adjusted as we finalize the details of this 
program. You will receive a printed copy 
of those events family members may 
attend when you arrive on campus, and 
students will receive their complete and 
finalized Orientation schedule at that 
time as well. 

What kind of academic orien-
tation will students receive? 
One of the primary goals of Orientation 
is to ensure that new students receive 
academic advising as they choose their 
first semester of classes and plan for future 
class sequences. All first-year students 
enroll in first-year seminars, which draw 
upon the breadth of our curriculum. 
There are approximately 15 students in 
each class. 

The seminar instructor also serves as 
the academic adviser for these students 
throughout their first year at Middlebury. 

This model of advising has proven to be 
highly effective and makes possible 
frequent and meaningful contact between 
new students and their faculty advisers. 
Students meet with their advisers  
individually and as a class during the  
Orientation program to discuss course 
selection, Middlebury academic require-
ments, and class registration. Although 
students are able to register for classes 
online in subsequent semesters, they  
register for their first semester in person, 
with faculty from every department on 
hand to assist them. 

After attending their first-year seminar 
class on the second day of Orientation, 
students take placement exams in those 
departments that require exams. This 
helps ensure that they enroll in classes 
appropriate to their skill level. For more 
information on placement exams, please 
visit the “Feb Web.” There will also be 
several optional sessions with the staff 
of Middlebury’s Center for Teaching, 
Learning and Research on time manage-
ment, academic scheduling, study skills, 
and other useful topics to help students 
transition to college, as well as optional 
academic policy and practice discussions 
with returning students and members 
of the registrar’s staff. 

Whom should I contact with 
additional questions? 
Students or family members with 
additional Orientation questions may 
contact us at 802.443.3103 or at orienta-
tion@middlebury.edu. To contact other 
College offices, please use the directory 
on the Middlebury College website.
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How and when should we 
mail packages to campus? 
Please see the Parents’ Guide (go.middle-
bury.edu/parentsguide) for instructions on 
mailing packages to campus, page 17. 

When should new students 
arrive on campus?
All students may arrive on Wednesday, 
February 8. The Welcome Center is open 
from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the Axinn 
Center at Starr Library; this should be 
your first stop on campus. Please note that 
the Welcome Center experience should 
take approximately 15 minutes, followed 
by the move-in process, so we encourage 
families to arrive as early as possible. Stu-
dents traveling alone from great distances 
who wish to seek permission to arrive 
on campus on Tuesday afternoon should 
contact Associate Dean of Students JJ 
Boggs at 802.443.3103. Permission for 
arriving early may not be granted after 
Friday, January 20. International students 
are invited to participate in Middlebury’s 
Early Arrival Program and will arrive on 
Tuesday, February 7; detailed information 
has been sent to these students. Students  
participating in February Outdoor 
Orientation (FOO), which takes place 
on the first weekend after classes begin, 
should arrive with the rest of the Feb class 
on February 8. 

How should students travel 
to campus?
Students may choose to travel by plane, 
bus, or car to the Middlebury campus. 
For airport, bus, and taxi contact informa-
tion, please see the Parents’ Guide, page 4. 

How do we drive to the 
Orientation Welcome Center?
For students and families driving to cam-
pus from various locations, the following 
directions will bring you directly to the 
Welcome Center in Axinn: 

■ From Burlington International 
Airport (approximately 1 hour): Left 
out of airport. Go straight across Rt. 2/ 
Williston Rd. until you enter Rt. 189. 
At the end of 189, left onto Rt. 7S. As you 
enter Middlebury, you will see a white 
church on the right. Take a right at the 
church. Drive through town, and the 
roundabout, bear right up College Street/
Rt. 125. Halfway up the hill, take a left onto 
Old Chapel Road.  Follow this road until 
you see the Welcome Center on your left. 
You may park temporarily on Old Chapel 
Road.

Frequently Asked Questions
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Orientation for the Feb Class of 2015 will begin on Wednesday, February 8, and will 
conclude on Sunday, February 12. We encourage parents and family members to join 
their sons and daughters for the first day and a half of Orientation. The schedules for 
Wednesday and Thursday, which include events for family members, are listed below. 
A complete Orientation schedule will be available on the “Feb Web”: go.middlebury.
edu/orientation. Please note that this schedule may change slightly; as noted earlier, a final 
schedule will be available in January and provided upon arrival.

Wednesday, February 8 

8:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. 
Welcome Center/Residence Halls Open 
New students will receive information packets, I.D. cards, and car registrations, and 
will collect other useful materials. Students registering a car should bring their license, 
car registration, and $50 parking fee to the Welcome Center. Family members will 
receive their final family Orientation schedule. There will be light snacks and beverages 
available. The Welcome Center process should take approximately 15 minutes to com-
plete; family members may either join their students in the process or relax with coffee. 
We encourage families to arrive as early as possible to ensure a smooth and unhurried 
move-in process.  
The Axinn Center at Starr Library 

Frequently Asked Questions
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Orientation Events for Families

3:00–4:30 p.m.
Information Forum
We encourage you and your student to take some time to meet with key members of 
the Middlebury staff and faculty who oversee some of the most important aspects of 
student life on campus. Representatives from a number of offices will be on hand to 
share information and answer your questions.
McCardell Bicentennial Hall Great Hall

5:00 p.m. 
Welcome Dinner 
Ross Dining Hall

6:30 p.m. 
Convocation 
Family members are invited to take part in this traditional event, which symbolizes 
the beginning of students’ academic journey at Middlebury. 
Mead Chapel

7:30 p.m. 
Students: Meeting with Orientation Groups 
After families depart Mead Chapel, students meet their Feb Orientation group 
and leaders. 
Mead Chapel and across campus

7:30–9:00 p.m.
Family Mingle
Please join us for drinks, desserts, and an opportunity to meet fellow Middlebury 
families!
Crossroads Cafe in the McCullough Student Center

9:30 p.m. 
Students: Square Dance
New students celebrate their first night on campus with a great Middlebury tradition. 
McCullough Social Space
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Thursday, February 9   
Note: This is a busy morning. If you would like to meet with your student before leaving 
at 11:30 a.m., please make your own timing and location arrangements.

7:00–8:00 a.m. 
Students: Breakfast with Orientation Groups 
Proctor Dining Hall 

7:00–9:00 a.m. 
Families: Drop-in Breakfast
Family members are welcome to enjoy breakfast in the dining hall. 
Proctor Dining Hall

8:00–10:00 a.m. 
Students: First-Year Seminar Meetings 
New students meet their classmates and professor, who will be their adviser for their 
first year. This session will introduce the seminar’s course work and provide an  
overview of some important aspects of Middlebury’s academic environment. 
Varied

9:00–10:00 a.m. 
Families: Commons Information Panel 
Representatives from each of the five Commons will speak to the value of 
Middlebury’s unique living/learning communities. 
McCullough Social Space

10:00–10:30 a.m. 
Students and Families: Coffee Break
If you would like to meet with your student during this time, please make your 
own location and timing arrangements. 
Crossroads Cafe in the McCullough Student Center

10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
Students: Placement Exams 
Placement exams are offered to students to determine their appropriate level in a 
variety of courses. Detailed placement exam information has been mailed to students 
and is available on the “Feb Web.” 
Varied
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December 2011

Dear Family Members of New Students, 

This Family Orientation Guide complements the Parents’ Guide that can be 
found at go.middlebury.edu/parentsguide. Both resources provide useful 
information designed to anticipate and answer your questions and to help you 
support your Middlebury student during the next four years. 

The Family Orientation Guide covers essential details about the February 
Orientation program, and highlights those events that you and your family are 
invited to attend along with your student. 

The Parents’ Guide includes information about the following topics:

•	 Travel to and from campus
•	 Local lodging
•	 The Commons system
•	 Residential living
•	 What to bring
•	 Keeping in touch

In addition, all incoming students have received first-year seminar 
registration materials, details regarding Spring course registration, and a 
letter directing them to the “Feb Web,” where we post information on 
topics such as what kinds of items to bring to campus, residential life, and 
other important preparation details. The “Feb Web” can be found at 
go.middlebury.edu/orientation.

If you have questions that are not covered in either guide, please contact 
us at 802.443.3103 or at orientation@middlebury.edu.

We hope you will be able to join us in February as we welcome your new 
student and your family to the Middlebury College community. We look 
forward to seeing you soon!

Sincerely,

JJ Boggs
Associate Dean of Students for Student Activities and Orientation 
Office of the Dean of Students

•	 Mailing packages to campus
•	 Parental involvement
•	 Academic life
•	 Important campus policies
•	 Student resources
•	 Academic calendar

10:30–11:30 a.m. 
Families: Presentation by a Middlebury Faculty or Staff Member
A member of Middlebury’s faculty or staff will present on a topic relevant to you and 
your student’s Middlebury experience. Updated information on this session will be 
available in January.
McCullough Social Space

11:30 a.m. 
Families Depart

12:30–1:30 p.m. 
Students: Lunch with Orientation Groups 
Proctor Dining Hall
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Readers who would like a large-print version of this 
text may contact us at orientation@middlebury.edu 
or by calling 802.443.3103. 

Academic Calendar 2012

2012
January 2012
1 Sunday New Year’s Day
8  Sunday  Residence Halls open 
  (9:00 a.m.)
9  Monday  Winter term classes begin  
  (8:00 a.m.)
16  Monday  Martin Luther King Day

February 2012
3  Friday  Winter term classes end;
     Recess begins (4:15 p.m.)
4  Saturday  Celebration for mid-year  
  graduates
8  Wednesday  Spring orientation begins
13  Monday  Spring term classes begin  
  (8:00 a.m.)
16–18  Thurs.–Sat.  Trustee meetings
22  Wednesday  Ash Wednesday
23  Thursday  Winter Carnival recess 
  begins (4:15 p.m.)
24–25  Fri.–Sat.  Winter Carnival

March 2012
11  Sunday  Daylight Saving Time  
  begins
23  Friday  Spring recess begins 
  (4:15 p.m.)

April 2012
2  Monday  Classes resume (8:00 a.m.)
7  Saturday  ***First Day of Passover
8  Sunday  Christian Easter
15  Sunday  Orthodox Easter
20  Friday  *Student Research 
  Symposium; 
  classes do not meet

May 2012
10–12  Thurs.–Sat.  Trustee meetings
14  Monday  **Spring term classes  
  end (4:15 p.m.)
16  Wednesday  Examination period begins
17  Thursday  *Final examinations begin
19  Saturday  MIIS Commencement
22  Tuesday  Examination period ends
23  Wednesday  Residence Halls close  
  (12:00 p.m.)
26  Saturday  Baccalaureate
27  Sunday  Commencement/
       Residence Halls close for  
  Graduates and Senior 
  FEBs (11:00 p.m.)
28  Monday  Memorial Day

Photographs by Bridget Besaw, Amos Chan, Dennis Curran, Vlad Lodoaba, Tamara Hilmes, Andrew Ngeow

Notes: 
 *     Spring exams scheduled Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Monday, and Tuesday.
 **   Friday class schedule observed on Monday, May 14.
 ***  These religious holidays begin at sundown of the preceding day; dates are based on the lunar calendar and may vary.




