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First Year Seminars – Fall 2010 
CRN # Instructor Course # Abbreviated Title 
92735 James West FYSE 1040 Communism & Fascism 
92615 Brett Millier FYSE 1045 Contemporary Canadian Fiction 
92796 Carrie Reed FYSE 1049 Myth & Cosmology 
92734 Barbara Hofer FYSE 1084 Culture and Cognition 
92610 Kathryn Kramer FYSE 1097 Expatriate Fiction 
92653 Bettina Matthias FYSE 1099 Cultural History of the Piano 
92616 Grace Spatafora FYSE 1107 Shaping the Future 
92775 John Bertolini FYSE 1114 Classic Comedy 
92760 Allison Stanger FYSE 1134 Empires 
91904 Shawna Shapiro FYSE 1145 Voices Along the Way 
92614 Sallie Sheldon FYSE 1160 How We Know 
92612 Rebecca Bennette FYSE 1170 Dealing with Atrocities 

92608/92609 Jonathan Miller-Lane FYSE 1189 Liberal Arts & Martial Aikido 
92733 Marion Wells FYSE 1201 Into the Forest: Fairy Tales 
92744 Cates Baldridge FYSE 1202 Criminal Heroes 
92666 Priscilla Bremser FYSE 1212 Mathematics For All 
92787 Heidi Grasswick FYSE 1213 Science in a Gendered World 
92795 William Pyle FYSE 1227 Whither Russia 
92613 Anne Knowles FYSE 1260 Holocaust Landscapes 
92745 William Nash FYSE 1299 Making Urban African America 
92747 Christopher Star FYSE 1301 Rome on Stage and Screen 
92748 Matthew Dickerson FYSE 1302 C.S. Lewis Phil/Imagination 
92749 Daniel Brayton FYSE 1303 Rewriting Shakespeare 
92750 Hope Tucker FYSE 1305 Dead Technologies 
92751 Jeffrey Munroe FYSE 1306 Mountains of the Northeast 
92752 Margaret Clinton FYSE 1307 Fascism & Masculinity, 1919-45 
92753 Ian Barrow FYSE 1308 The East India Company 
92754 Don Wyatt FYSE 1309 The True Believer 
92755 John Hunisak FYSE 1310 The Age of Michelangelo  
92756 Tom Van Order FYSE 1311 Fellini and the Art of Cinema 
92757 Stefano Mula FYSE 1312 Boccaccio's Decameron 
92758 Stephen Snyder FYSE 1313 Exploring Literary Translation 
92759 John Schmitt FYSE 1314 The Mathematical Gardner 
92761 Greg Vitercik FYSE 1315 Wagner's Ring 
92763 Steven Viner FYSE 1317 The Philosophy of Human Rights 
92764 Stephen Ratcliff FYSE 1318 Exploring Wilderness Writing 
92765 Kateri Carmola FYSE 1319 Afghanistan and Iraq 
92777 Sujata Moorti FYSE 1320 Visual Culture and Science 
92766 Kim Cronise FYSE 1321 The Creative Mind 
92767 James Davis FYSE 1322 Ethics in Literature and Film 
92768 Michael Sheridan FYSE 1323 Anthropology & Climate Change 
92769 Roberto Lint FYSE 1324 Race and the Fantastic 
92770 Juana Gamero De Coca FYSE 1325 Heterosexual Relationships 
92771 Hector Vila FYSE 1326 Class and the Environment 
92773 Tiffany Rhynard FYSE 1327 The Creative Habit 
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FIRST YEAR SEMINARS 
FALL 2010 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 
FYSE 1040 Communism and Fascism (Fall) 
In this seminar we will study two major "totalitarian" regimes of the 20th century, 
Nazism in Germany and Stalinism in Russia.  We will concentrate on the cultural and 
philosophical origins of Fascism and Bolshevism.  Readings will include selections from 
the writings of Marx, Mill, Dostoevsky, Nietzsche, Lenin, and Hitler, as well as 
cinematic works. 3 hrs. sem. CW HIS PHL EUR (J. West) 
 
FYSE 1045 Contemporary Canadian Fiction (Fall) 
"To Americans, a bestseller in Canada is like a tree falling in the forest," said critic Ron 
Charles.  In this seminar we will examine the richness of contemporary Canadian fiction 
in English, from Michael Ondaatje, Yann Martel, and Guy Vanderhaeghe; to Alice 
Munro, Alistair MacLeod, and Carol Shields, with special focus on the brilliant short 
story writers Canada has produced.  We will examine the works themselves, as well as 
their relationship to U.S. and British literary traditions and institutions.  We will also 
consider cultural differences between the United States and Canada and how culture 
affects literary production. 3 hrs. sem./disc. CW LIT NOR CMP (B. Millier) 
 
FYSE 1049 Myth and Cosmology (Fall)  
In this seminar we will trace some of the fundamental concepts underlying ancient ways 
of approaching the world. We will compare the Chinese, Biblical, Hindu, Navajo, and 
Maori creation traditions, the divination cultures of East Asian and African nations, and 
the rich symbolism that emerged out of some of the major centers of ancient civilization. 
Through our reading of myths, scholarly writings, and literary works, we will explore the 
ways China and various other cultures understood and dealt with the world around them, 
from flood myths to astrology, from the Yijing to omens and geomancy. 3 hrs. sem. CW 
PHL CMP (C. Reed) 
 
FYSE 1084 Culture and Cognition (Fall) 
The values and commitments of our cultural environment can shape our ways of 
knowing, habits of thought, sense of self, emotion, identity, and other psychological 
processes.  Through readings from cultural psychology and other related literature, class 
discussion, films, and experiential activities, we will explore the relationship between 
mind and culture. We will also pay attention to how schooling shapes this process within 
various cultures, particularly with "western" and "eastern" examples. This seminar may 
be of special interest to those who have lived in other cultures or who are planning to 
study abroad, to anyone interested in issues of identity and education in our multicultural 
society, and to those who would like to develop a broader understanding of multiple ways 
of viewing human reasoning, sense of self, and the social interactions that result. CW 
SOC CMP (B. Hofer) 
 
FYSE 1097 Expatriate Fiction: Looking in a Foreign Mirror (Fall) 
The discovery of our own cultural identity is usually prompted by contact with another 
culture.  Paradoxically, this leads us to wonder where "we" begin and our nationality 
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leaves off.  In this seminar we will begin by reading stories and novels in which 
characters are tested by foreign encounters and wind up questioning the very notion of 
individual identity itself.  Texts include Paul Bowles’ The Sheltering Sky, E. M. Forster's 
A Passage to India, Jean Rhys' Wide Sargasso Sea, Graham Greene's The Quiet 
American, and others. 3 hrs. sem. CW LIT (K. Kramer) 
 
FYSE 1099 Piano, Piano: The Cultural History of the Piano (Fall) 
Why do so many people have a piano in their living room? In this seminar will try to 
answer this question by exploring the cultural history of the piano. As we study the 
piano’s special place in our (musical) culture, we will learn about the technical as well as 
social aspects of this instrument’s developments over the past 300 years. We will hear 
virtuosos like Franz Liszt and Keith Jarrett, study milestones of the pianistic repertoire, 
and discuss representations of this instrument and its artists in literature, the arts, and 
film. CW ART EUR  (B. Matthias) 
 
FYSE 1107 Shaping the Future (Fall) 
The release of genetically engineered organisms into the environment has great potential 
for agriculture and industry, however the consequences posed by the transfer of genetic 
material from one organism to another are uncertain.  Germline gene therapy is proving 
to be a major molecular-genetic advancement for medical science, yet there is much 
controversy over whether genetic manipulation of germline constitutes an ethical 
approach for the treatment of inheritable disease.  The use of gene splicing to develop 
biological weapons is yet another issue that has considerable social, political, and ethical 
impacts.  This seminar will use writing as a tool to explore these and other 
biotechnological advances and their societal implications.  Classroom discussions, 
debates, and writing exercises will emphasize the ethical considerations brought about by 
the Human Genome Project, the introduction of DNA fingerprinting into the U.S. judicial 
system, and the pending arrival of "edible vaccines" on grocery store shelves to name a 
few. CW SCI (G. Spatafora) 
 
FYSE 1114 Classic Comedy: Drama, Film, Theory (Fall) 
What is comedy?  What are its values and view of life? What makes things funny? Why 
do we laugh and at what? What should or should not be ridiculed? In this seminar we will 
consider classic comedies and ideas about comedy from Aristophanes through 
Shakespeare, Moliere, and Shaw, to Stoppard, with comparisons to classic comedies of 
American cinema and other forms of comic expression. Having a sense of humor is a 
prerequisite of this seminar. 3 hrs. sem. CW ART LIT (J. Bertolini) 
 
FYSE 1134 Empires (Fall) 
Why do empires rise and fall? Are "democracy" and "empire" always a contradiction in 
terms? Can imperialism be a good thing? For whom? Drawing on classical and 
contemporary sources, we will explore the origins and fates of empires from Ancient 
Greece to the present. We will start by reflecting on why Eurasia dominated the world 
prior to the twentieth century, rather than the other way around. We will then explore the 
similarities and differences in both the principles and practices of particular empires, as 
well as how those characteristics evolved over time. Special attention will be given to 
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Rome, Britain, Austria-Hungary, the Ottomans, Russia/Soviet Union, and the United 
States. An overarching aim of this seminar is to view the global power of the 21st century 
United States in proper perspective. 3 hrs. sem. CW SOC CMP EUR (A. Stanger) 
 
FYSE 1145 Voices Along the Way (Fall) 
This seminar is designed for international students, and focuses on the themes of culture 
and identity in U.S. society.  The seminar material will offer a variety of perspectives—
both past and present—on the question “What does it mean to be an American?” We will 
read selections from Howard Zinn’s A People’s History of the United States (2003) and 
watch the companion film The People Speak (2009), as well as examine historical 
documents, critical essays, literary narratives, and other film excerpts.   Throughout the 
seminar, we will work on discussion, oral presentations, research, and writing, which will 
include both short and long papers. CW SOC NOR (S. Shapiro) 
 
FYSE 1160 How We Know (Fall) 
The words "Scientists report…" preface many news stories.  But we "know" these facts 
from the results of experiments.  How we design experiments can predetermine the 
answers we get.  For example, the 2000 U. S. Census was a head count, but a carefully 
designed sampling procedure would have given more accurate results.  Or consider- how 
many tennis balls should we drop to determine which brand bounces highest?  Will room 
temperature affect the results?  In this seminar we will design and carry out experiments 
in both natural and social sciences, our writing will focus on crafting research lab reports. 
3 hrs. lect/lab CW DED  (S. Sheldon) 
 
FYSE 1170 Dealing with Atrocities (Fall) 
Occurrences of atrocities affecting large numbers of people show no sign of ending.  
How do these atrocities start and why?  How do societies rebuild afterwards, and how 
might this rebuilding conflict with the healing process of individuals?  How can the often 
competing goals of justice and reconciliation be balanced?  What do subsequent 
generations in society owe to victims of large-scale atrocities?  To explore these and 
other issues, a few main cases will be examined in depth – such as events in European 
colonialism and the Holocaust – as well as students choosing additional examples for 
comparison and further research. 3 hr. sem. CW HIS SOC EUR CMP (R. Bennette) 
 
FYSE 1189 Liberal Arts & The Martial Art of Aikido (Fall) 
In this seminar we will explore both the concept of balance as an intellectual and 
kinesthetic idea. Balance as an intellectual idea will be approached through an 
examination of the meaning and purpose of a Liberal Arts education.  The kinesthetic 
exploration of balance will take place through twice-weekly practice of the martial art of 
Aikido.  The links and limits of the Aikido-Liberal Arts connection will be discussed as 
we explore whether an integrated notion of balance is possible. No previous martial arts 
experience is necessary and all levels of athletic ability are welcome. CW PHL (J. 
Miller-Lane) 
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FYSE 1201 Into the Forest: Fairy Tales from Past to Present (Fall)  
In this seminar we will study the evolving history of fairy tales, beginning with the 
earliest Western version of the Beauty and the Beast story, Apuleius's Amor and Psyche. 
We will consider several key stories and their variants, including Cinderella, Little Red 
Riding Hood, and Bluebeard, focusing in each case on the cultural and social contexts 
that helped to shape them. Considering early versions of these tales by Giambattista 
Basile, the brothers Grimm, and Charles Perrault as well as feminist revisions by Angela 
Carter and A. S. Byatt, our critical focus will include the representation of gender and the 
problematic conjunction of sex and violence in these stories. In addition to literary 
narratives we will also study films inspired by fairy tales, including Pan's Labyrinth and 
Coraline. 3 hrs. sem. CW LIT EUR (M. Wells) 
 
FYSE 1202 Criminal Heroes (Fall) 
Literature possesses the ability to make us sympathize with and even champion 
characters whose actions we would abhor in real life, and some have declared this power 
to be socially dangerous.  In this seminar we will read novels, poems, and plays that 
attempt to depict genuine criminals—not the falsely accused or the merely 
misunderstood, but honest-to-God rotters—as their heroes.  While doing so, we will 
attempt to understand what aspects of our everyday morality these authors are asking us 
to reconsider, reject, or re-commit to.  Readings will include Disgrace, Lolita, Brighton 
Rock, and poems by Byron and Browning. 3 hrs. sem. CW LIT (C. Baldridge) 
 
FYSE 1212 Mathematics for All (Fall) 
What kinds of mathematical knowledge are necessary for full participation in 
contemporary democratic society?  How well, and how fairly, do our schools educate 
students in quantitative skills and reasoning?  By what measures might we judge success?  
We will learn about different approaches to mathematics education in light of these 
questions.  Readings will include Radical Equations by Robert Moses and selections 
from Mathematics for Democracy: The Case for Quantitative Literacy (L.A. Steen, 
Editor), as well as recent articles by education researchers.  To connect the theory with 
actual practice, we will conduct a service-learning project in a local elementary school.  
All are welcome, regardless of mathematical background. 3 hrs. sem. CW (P. Bremser) 
 
FYSE 1213 Science in a Gendered World (Fall) 
We depend on science to produce objective knowledge about ourselves and our world. 
But what factors shape science itself? In this seminar we will investigate how issues of 
gender have influenced the institutions, practices, content, method and applications of 
science. We will examine patterns of women’s under-representation in the sciences, and 
consider the role of gendered assumptions in the production of knowledge about the 
sexes. We will also investigate philosophical questions of how science ought to be 
practiced, and whether or how gender needs to be taken into consideration. For example, 
how can we ensure that scientific results are not gender-biased, and how can we ensure 
the direction of research serves the interests of all? 3 hrs. sem. CW PHL SOC CMP (H. 
Grasswick) 
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FYSE 1227 Whither Russia (Fall) 
Over just the course of your lifetime, it might seem as if Russia – a country of rich 
cultural heritage, tremendous geographic size, military might, and natural resource wealth 
– has been thoroughly transformed. What kind of country has it become since the Soviet 
Union dissolved? To what extent has it democratized and integrated into the global 
economy? How have its people fared during this period? The answers to these questions 
remain the source of much debate. In this seminar we will explore the how’s and why’s 
of Russia’s transformation, addressing the consequences for its people and its global role. 
CW SOC EUR (W. Pyle) 
 
FYSE 1260 Holocaust Landscapes (Fall) 
The Holocaust was a profoundly geographical event that caused mass displacement and 
migration, destroyed or fundamentally changed communities, and created new places to 
control, exploit, or kill millions of people. In this seminar we will focus on material and 
mental landscapes – the places and spaces – of the Holocaust, particularly as victims 
experienced these landscapes, and how such landscapes have been selectively re-
imagined as sites of memory. History, geography, autobiography, and visual sources will 
provide material for class discussion, research, and writing. 3 hrs. sem. CW HIS SOC 
EUR (A. Knowles) 
 
FYSE 1299 Making Urban African America (Fall) 
In this seminar we will primarily explore: (1) the history of how a particular urban 
African American environment (Black Chicago) was built; and (2) the ways that artists 
from that community used their creative media to chronicle and explain the reactions of 
the people housed in that built environment.  We will draw on readings in history, 
sociology, geography, and critical race theory as we map the development of the city.  
Armed with those insights, we will examine creative texts from a variety of media 
including visual art, literature, music, and film. CW SOC NOR (W. Nash) 
 
FYSE 1301 Ancient Rome on the Stage and Screen (Fall) 
In this seminar we will investigate the long history of Roman drama, from the ancient 
world to Shakespeare’s plays and contemporary films.  As we explore the representation 
and reception of ancient Rome, we will address the following questions: What is the 
relationship between drama and history?  To what political purposes can drama and film 
be used?  How does the representation of characters change over time?  How are women 
portrayed?  Why does Rome continue to influence the modern world?  Texts will include 
Octavia and the Satyricon; Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar and Antony and Cleopatra; films 
will include Quo Vadis? and I, Claudius.  CW LIT EUR (C. Star) 
 
FYSE 1302 C.S. Lewis: Ecology, Philosophy, and Imagination (Fall) 
In this seminar we will explore the writings of C.S. Lewis, with an eye to how important 
philosophical and theological ideas evident in his non-fiction essays and books find 
expression in his major works of fantastic fiction - The Chronicles of Narnia and the 
Ransom Trilogy. Particular emphasis will be given to the implications of his view of 
nature and ecology. We will focus on Lewis’s own writing, especially his fantasy novels, 
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but will also read a small selection of writing about Lewis, such as Alan Jacobs’ The 
Narnian. CW LIT PHL (M. Dickerson) 
 
FYSE 1303 Rewriting Shakespeare (Fall) 
The boundary between creative writing and critical thinking is not always a clear one. 
Novelists, poets, and playwrights respond to other creative writers in their own work, 
borrowing elements of plot, character, and theme as they reshape existing material. 
Shakespeare borrowed from prior writers, and recent writers have woven aspects of his 
works into their own, occasionally with great success. In this seminar we will read, 
discuss, and write about three plays by Shakespeare in conjunction with three literary 
texts that respond to or “rewrite” them. Hamlet will be paired with Tom Stoppard’s 
Rosenkrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead, King Lear with Jane Smiley’s A Thousand 
Acres, and The Tempest with Gloria Naylor’s Mama Day. CW LIT (D. Brayton) 
 
FYSE 1305 Dead Technologies (Fall) 
The magic lantern, zoetrope, passenger pigeon, typewriter, and Brownie camera live with 
us today in different forms.  These technologies may be dead, but they are not buried.  
What can we learn about the tools of the present and possibilities for the future by 
studying the innovations of the past? In this seminar, we will approach research as a 
creative process and mine historic technologies, works, and documents in preparation for 
our writing.  We will comb through ephemera, visit an archive and a typewriter museum, 
learn modern tools for video editing and image manipulation, build our own 
microphones, and develop a magic lantern performance. CW ART (H. Tucker) 
 
FYSE 1306 Mountains of the Northeast (Fall) 
The mountains of the northeastern U.S. are an integral part of the cultural and natural 
history of this region. In this seminar we will consider topics germane to northeastern 
mountains including the geologic origin of the northern Appalachians, characteristics of 
mountain environments, changing perceptions of northeastern mountains over time, 
mountains as resources for modern society, and challenges facing these environments 
today and in the future. Readings and discussion will be combined with field excursions 
to enhance our understanding of mountains from a variety of perspectives. 3 hrs 
sem./disc. CW SCI (J. Munroe) 
 
FYSE 1307 Fascism and Masculinity Around the World, 1919-1945 (Fall) 
In this seminar we will explore how ideas about masculinity shaped the character and 
goals of fascist movements around the world between 1919 and 1945.  We will 
investigate conceptions of gender, sexuality, race, and nation as manifested in 
paramilitary organizations, leadership cults, international sporting competitions, and the 
reorganization of work and domestic life. Texts will include scholarly monographs as 
well as films by Leni Riefenstahl, narratives by kamikaze pilots, and debates about 
cultural “degeneracy.” The seminar will provide an introduction to the historiography of 
fascism, methods of transnational inquiry, and the study of gender and sexuality. CW 
HIS CMP (M. Clinton) 
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FYSE 1308 The East India Company (Fall) 
In this seminar you will be introduced to the English East India Company, from the 17th-
century until its dissolution in 1858. Much of our focus will be on the Company’s 
presence in India, and we will pay particular attention to its transformation from a 
maritime trading company into a territorial colonial state. We will read a number of 
controversial texts from the period, immerse ourselves in the worlds of Company and 
Indian politics, and do guided research using holdings in Middlebury’s Special 
Collections. Topics will include the rise of the Company as a trading concern, its 
aggressive competition with other European trading monopolies and South Asian 
kingdoms, and the importance of opium in its dealings with China. We will end with a 
discussion of the Indian rebellion of 1857. CW HIS AAL (I. Barrow) 
 
FYSE 1309 The True Believer (Fall) 
When he published The True Believer: Thoughts on the Nature of Mass Movements, 
social thinker Eric Hoffer sought to explain exactly what inspires people to commit 
themselves passionately to causes defined by their unyielding belief. Like Hoffer, we will 
examine not only what has motivated individuals over time to join extremist social, 
political, and religious movements, but also the psychologies of those who have led them 
throughout history. We will try to determine precisely who the true believer is, and 
whether true belief is generally of greater benefit or harm to the believer and to broader 
society. CW PHL SOC CMP (D. Wyatt) 
 
FYSE 1310 The Age of Michelangelo (Fall) 
Michelangelo Buonarroti (1475-1564) was one of greatest artists of the Italian 
renaissance.  As painter, sculptor, and architect, he redefined each of those fields of 
creative endeavor.  He was also a prolific writer of letters and poetry, a shrewd 
businessman, a tireless promoter of his family, and one of the most famous personalities 
of his era.  We will examine the entire range of Michelangelo's achievement in the 
context of his age.  His seventy-two year long career included service to the Medici court 
in Florence, the short lived Florentine republic, rich connoisseurs in Bologna and Rome, 
and seven popes.  3 hrs. sem/disc. CW ART EUR (J. Hunisak)    
     
FYSE 1311 Federico Fellini and the Art of Cinema (Fall) 
In this seminar we will examine some of the films of the great Italian director Federico 
Fellini (The White Sheik, I vitelloni, La strada, The Nights of Cabiria, Il bidone, La dolce 
vita, 8 ½, Amarcord).  We will analyze these films in relation to contemporary Italian 
society and discuss how the philosophical and ethical questions they present relate to our 
own reality today.  Special attention will be paid to uncovering the artistic underpinnings 
of Fellini’s cinema through formal analysis of the films. CW ART EUR (T. Van Order) 
 
FYSE 1312 Narrating the World: Bocaccio's Decameron (Fall) 
The Decameron by the Italian writer Giovanni Boccaccio is a collection of stories 
ranging from the tragic to the comic, from the holy to the profane. In this seminar we will 
read Boccaccio’s short stories (novelle), discuss critical studies, analyze in depth the 
relationship of each novella to the whole work, and study the Decameron using a variety 
of theoretical approaches. We will also compare the Decameron with other famous 
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collections such as Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales and the Thousand and One Nights. CW 
LIT EUR (S. Mula) 
 
FYSE 1313 Disturbing Difference: Exploring Literary Translation (Fall) 
Translation is fundamental to cultural exchange in a globalizing world.  Yet few of us are 
conscious of the role it plays in our lives, and fewer still actually practice the art of 
translation.  In this seminar, we will examine current thinking in translation theory, 
sample excellent translations, talk and write about them, and then develop our own skills 
by translating works from various genres and languages for consideration by the group.  
[Note: Students are required to have a strong reading knowledge of at least one language 
other than English and be prepared to translate from that language into English.] CW (S. 
Snyder) 
 
FYSE 1314 The Mathematical Gardner (Fall) 
In this seminar we will have an “orgy of right-brain tomfoolery” as inspired by the 
writings of Martin Gardner.  For several decades Gardner’s contributions to Scientific 
American in the form of his column on mathematical games bridged the divide between 
professional mathematicians and the general public.  He shared with us like no other, 
introducing or popularizing topics such as paper-folding, Hex, polyominoes, four-
dimensional ticktacktoe – the list goes on seemingly forever.  We will examine these 
mathematical curiosities and Gardner’s literary style – the former for pure pleasure and 
the latter in the hopes of emulation. CW DED (J. Schmitt) 
 
FYSE 1315 Wagner's Ring: The Twilight of the Gods and the Invention of the 
Twentieth Century (Fall) 
The four operas of Wagner's Ring des Niebelungen represent one of the most imposing 
documents of modern Western civilization.  This monumental work sums up central 
strands of 19th century philosophical, political, social, and musical thought and in all 
those realms it has served as a foundation for key thinkers, ideologies, and cultural 
productions that shaped the 20th century, from Freud and Jung to Nazism and film 
scores.  We will explore the operas and their sources in depth through listening, reading, 
and regular viewing sessions, as well as consider the way Wagner’s art has shaped rather 
than simply mirrored European history.  (No previous musical experience is required or 
expected.) CW ART EUR (G. Vitercik) 
 
FYSE 1317 The Philosophy of Human Rights (Fall) 
What are human rights?  If there are human rights, what duties or responsibilities, if any, 
follow from them, and who is morally obligated to bear those duties?  In this seminar, we 
will investigate the philosophical origins and development of the concept of human 
rights.  We will critically analyze both historical and contemporary moral perspectives on 
the existence and nature of human rights.  What does it mean to say that one possesses a 
human right?  In addition to examining the existence and nature of human rights, we will 
take a close look at the issue of human rights related to world poverty and minority group 
rights. CW PHL (S. Viner) 
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FYSE 1318 Out of the Wilderness and On to the Page (Fall) 
For over a century, men and women have engaged in recreational exploration and 
mountaineering.  Many have shared their experiences with the public through journal 
articles and books, that emphasize the highly personal nature of their adventures.  
Through readings of fictional and non-fictional accounts we will attempt to appreciate the 
joy, humor, and sorrow these adventurers have chosen to document.  We will also 
examine debates in print on such issues as ethics, style, and outdoor education, and 
consider the relative merits of written and filmed accounts. 3 hrs. sem./disc./screening 
CW LIT (S. Ratcliff) 
 
FYSE 1319 Afghanistan and Iraq (Fall) 
In this seminar we will examine the ongoing wars and conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq.  
The seminar will focus on the history of conflict in the region in the 1990s, the initial war 
in Afghanistan in 2001, the 2003 invasion of Iraq and its aftermath, and the recent 
military surge in Afghanistan.  Subjects will include military transformation, strategic 
doctrine, and the rise of counterinsurgency theory and its changing practice on the 
ground. We will watch documentaries and other films, and read political and military 
analyses and histories, memoirs, and a work of fiction. CW SOC (K. Carmola) 
 
FYSE 1320 Picturing Science, Imaging Truth: Visual Culture of the Real (Fall) 
Images, photos, and film are key to our understanding of the world, yet we tend to take 
these representational practices for granted.  Focusing on visual culture of the sciences 
we will explore the historical link between imaging practices and our perceptions of what 
is real and what is true.  We will analyze the specific strategies through which scientific 
truth, objectivity, and empiricism are signaled through images across different media. 
Some questions animating the seminar are: How do images convey truth? How is the 
human body represented in science, medical culture, and popular culture? How are race, 
gender, sexual difference, and the animal-human divide depicted in science? CW (S. 
Moorti) 
 
FYSE 1321 The Creative Mind (Fall) 
Creativity is uniquely human, highly prized, and defines the excellence of individuals. 
But what does it mean to be creative? What goes on inside the brain of a Mozart, 
Shakespeare, or Tina Fey during the creative process? Is a creative individual a master of 
all trades or just one? Is there any relationship between creativity and mental illness? 
Creativity will be examined and discussed via readings and films from the fields of 
psychology, philosophy, art, and neurobiology.  Three themes will be addressed: the 
creative experience in art, science, and business; the biological basis of imagination; and 
the influence of the environment on creativity. CW SOC (K. Cronise) 
 
FYSE 1322 The Moral of the Story: Exploring Ethics through Literature and Film 
(Fall) 
Ethics is the study of how we ought to live and the people we ought to be.  For millennia, 
theologians and philosophers have constructed arguments that inform our understanding 
of morality, but for much longer people have told stories that address perennial questions 
in ethics.  What is human dignity?  How should we balance respect for the individual 
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with society's needs? Is the pursuit of perfection noble or dangerous?  In this seminar we 
will explore foundational themes in ethics as they are raised in classic English literature, 
contemporary novels, and films.  Readings will include Mary Shelley's Frankenstein, 
Isaac Asimov's I, Robot, and Jodi Picoult's My Sister's Keeper.  Films may include 
Gattaca, Talk to Her, and Dirty Pretty Things. CW PHL (J. Davis) 
 
FYSE 1323 Anthropology and Climate Change (Fall) 
Climate change has become one of the most pressing issues of the 21st century, and much 
of the discussion about its causes and consequences is based on the biophysical sciences 
and is strongly influenced by political and economic interests.  Anthropology offers a 
wider set of perspectives on climate change.  In this seminar we will examine cross-
cultural case studies of past and present responses to climate change.  We will look at 
how technological, economic, social, political, and spiritual dynamics shape the way 
people understand and react to climate change.  Key themes will include gender and 
vulnerability, social-ecological resilience, climate ideologies, development policy, social 
scale, and ethnometeorology. CW SOC CMP (M. Sheridan) 
 
FYSE 1324 Race and the Fantastic (Fall) 
How do categories of race in fantastic literature, art, and digital media mirror the way 
race is understood and lived in the real world? In this seminar we will employ the insights 
of critical race scholars to study literary works by Mandeville, Swift, Tolkien, and 
Mieville, as well as a variety of films and games. Principal issues and topics will include: 
the representation of “absolute others”; models of racial/ethnic hybridity and 
assimilation; intersections of race, gender and sexuality; and problematic linkages of 
cultures to phenotypes. CW SOC (R. Lint Sagarena) 
 
FYSE 1325 Men and Women: Love and Hate in Heterosexual Relationships (Fall) 
This is a seminar on literature, gender politics, and cultural history.  We will read a 
selection of influential literary and philosophical texts on marriage, romance, troubled 
relationships, and the struggle for power between men and women spanning classical 
Athens to present, and we will review characters from history, mythology, and popular 
culture who have influenced our ideas and attitudes about heterosexual relationships. We 
will discuss theoretical readings by Plato, Freud, McKinnon, and Pateman; and literary 
works by Aristophanes, James Ellroy, Alice Sebold, Kawabata, Lispector, and Juan 
Bonilla. CW LIT SOC (J. Gamero De Coca) 
 
FYSE 1326 Class and the Environment (Fall) 
In this seminar we will explore how and why, in a world being divided into consumer 
markets, sources of cheap labor and raw materials, and ecological sacrifice zones, the 
most vulnerable are disenfranchised into communities of poor and working class people.  
We will examine the future of the environment and “free" market economy and the 
prospectus of radical green and democratic movements.   Through reading, writing, and 
discussion we will investigate such texts as The Struggle for Environmental Justice to 
learn how communities face the task of linking protest strategies to the building of 
positive alternatives. CW SOC (H. Vila) 
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FYSE 1327 The Creative Habit: Exploring Creativity and Identity (Fall) 
Who am I? How does my perspective of the world shape my identity? What happens if I 
follow my gut rather than my rational mind? How can creativity become as habitual as 
speaking, debating, and calculating? These are the questions that underlie The Creative 
Habit. Drawing on Twyla Tharp’s text by the same title, we will investigate (or 
excavate!) our creative selves and how an awareness of that self influences our artistic 
pursuits, decision-making, problem solving, and building relationships. This highly 
personal and individual creative experience is explored through numerous artistic 
projects, group activities, discussions, readings, and extensive writing. CW ART (T. 
Rhynard) 
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Pre-Medical, Pre-Dental, and Pre-Veterinary Requirements 

 
Academic Requirements: Students aspiring to careers in health professions are not required to major in 
science. Successful candidates represent a wide spectrum of majors. No matter which major is chosen, students 
wanting to attend a professional school must complete the following courses, and should do so before the end 
of the junior year if they want to enter medical, dental, or veterinary school the fall following their graduation 
from Middlebury. However, it is becoming more common for students to enter medical school one or more 
years after graduation. 
  

BIOL 0140 Ecology and Evolution 
BIOL 0145 Genetics and Cell Biology 
CHEM 0103, 0104 Fundamentals of Chemistry I & II (try to take first year) 
CHEM 0241, 0242 Organic Chemistry I & II 
MATH 0121, 0122 Calculus I & II (and/or Statistics for some schools) 
PHYS 0109 Newtonian Physics 
PHYS 0110 Electricity and Magnetism 
One year of English (The College Writing requirement will fulfill this prerequisite for most schools. In 

some instances, a course designated as English is requested.) 
Recommended: Biochemistry, Comparative Vertebrate Biology, or Molecular Genetics 

 
Please Note:  

a) Although most medical schools do not require a full year of calculus, second-semester calculus is a 
corequisite for Middlebury’s PHYS 0110.  Calculus-based physics is not required for medical school. 

b) It is strongly suggested that students get further experience in biology. 
c) A few medical schools require biochemistry, and many schools recommend it.   
d) Preveterinary students must take biochemistry and statistics, and may be required to take three or more 

biology courses. 
e) Some dental schools require biochemistry and psychology. 
f) Advanced Placement credits are often accepted in fulfillment of premed requirements, but this is not the 

policy of every health professions school.  
 
Because requirements vary from school to school, potential applicants are advised to review admissions 
requirements of various schools early in their undergraduate careers. The following references should be 
consulted: 
 Title:        available at: 
 Medical School Admission Requirements              www.tomorrowsdoctors.org 
 Admission Requirements of U.S. and Canadian Dental Schools     www.adea.org 
 Veterinary Medical School Admissions Requirements             www.aavmc.org 
 American Association of Colleges of Osteopathic Medicine            www.aacom.org 
 
Practical Experience: Students are advised to obtain volunteer experience in at least two healthcare settings, 
e.g. internships and research. Middlebury has an arrangement with Porter Hospital for Winter Term internships 
[tenable after the first year]; students may also pursue internships in their home communities or elsewhere 
during the summers or winter term. 
 
More Information:  • Please consult the Health Professions Handbook on the Health Professions Office 
website or obtain a hard copy from the Health Professions Office.  • There will be a general meeting to 
introduce new students to the premedical program in early October, hopefully in Bi Hall 104 [but check the 
events calendar]. • Students are encouraged to meet with the Health Professions Advisor prior to their junior 
year. 
 
Arlinda A. Wickland, Health Professions Advisor 
Co-Chair of the Health Professions Committee 
Extension 2455; Office: Adirondack House 202 

Tom Root, Professor of Biology 
Co-Chair of the Health Professions Committee  
Extension 5434; Office: MBH 351  
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EARLY ASSURANCE PREMEDICAL PROGRAMS 
  
Exceptionally well-qualified students may be considered for a special early-admissions program during the 
sophomore year. Candidates for early assurance should be absolutely sure they want to pursue a career in 
medicine, should be sure of the medical school they wish to attend, should maintain high academic standards 
throughout their Middlebury career, and must demonstrate clearly how the early assurance program will 
benefit them in a significant way. The following medical schools currently offer Middlebury students the Early 
Assurance option: 
  

 Albany Medical School 
 University of Connecticut  

 University of Rochester 
 SUNY Buffalo 
 SUNY Upstate 

 
MT. SINAI HUMANITIES AND MEDICINE PROGRAM 
  
This program assures highly motivated humanities-oriented undergraduates admission to Mt. Sinai upon 
successful completion of program requirements and graduation from their undergraduate program, without 
taking the MCAT exam!  Students apply in the first semester of their sophomore year; they study at Mt. Sinai 
the summer following their junior year.  Successful applicants usually have a GPA higher than 3.60 and 
combined SATs greater than 1350. 
 
For details on the above programs, consult Middlebury’s Health Professions Advisor or the appropriate 
medical school website.  

c   d 

NECOME Schools 
  
Middlebury College is a member of a professional organization called the NorthEast Consortium On Medical 
Education  (NECOME).  This group of premedical advisors and medical school admissions deans and directors 
meets twice a year to discuss medical school trends and issues regarding medical education.  The following 
colleges and medical schools comprise NECOME. 
  
 Undergraduate schools: Medical schools: 
    Amherst College              Albany Medical College  

Bowdoin College Dartmouth Medical School 
Hamilton College Harvard Medical School  
Haverford College Jefferson Medical College 
Holy Cross College Tufts University School of Medicine 
Middlebury College University of Connecticut School of Medicine 
Swarthmore College University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine 
Wesleyan University University of Rochester School of Medicine & Dentistry 
Williams College  
  

STUDY ABROAD 
Nearly 60% of each Middlebury class studies abroad in the junior year, and some 70% of these students take 
courses in their discipline in the language of the host country and/or engage in advanced language study. 
Students who plan to study abroad, whether as part of a language major, international studies major, or some 
other major, are strongly encouraged to being or continue language study in their first semester at 
Middlebury. For more information, check the catalog entries for individual language departments or stop by 
the Office of International Programs and Off-Campus Study (Sunderland 127). Study abroad guidelines are 
available at http://www.middlebury.edu/international/sa. 
  
May 13, 2010 
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2010-2011 ADVANCED PLACEMENT POLICY STATEMENT 
 

Subject/Exam AP Score Credit Equivalent 
Courses* 

Additional Information 

Biology 5 1 unit n/a  
Chemistry 4 or 5 1 unit CHEM 0103 Placement in CHEM 0107 recommended. 
Computer Science A 4 or 5 1 unit CSCI 0101  
Computer Science AB 4 or 5 1 unit CSCI 0201  
Economics     
     Macro 4 1 unit ECON 0150 Must complete ECON 0250 with B- or better to receive credit. 
 5 1 unit ECON 0150  
     Micro 4 1 unit ECON 0155 Must complete ECON 0255 with B- or better to receive credit. 
 5 1 unit ECON 0155  
English & American Lits. 4 or 5 1 unit n/a Only one English exam will receive credit; this cannot be used 

toward the English major. 
Environmental Studies 5 1 unit ENVS 0112  
French 
(Lang. or Lit.) 

4 or 5 1 unit n/a Must complete FREN 0210 or above with a B- or better to 
receive credit. FREN 0210 or above must be the first French 
course taken. Only one French exam will receive credit. 

Geography     
     Human Geography 5 1 unit n/a  
German 4 or 5 1 unit n/a Must complete an advanced German course, GRMN 0300 or 

higher, in the department, taught in German, with a grade of B 
or better to receive credit. 

History     
     European 4 or 5 1 unit n/a  
     U.S. 4 or 5 1 unit  n/a  
     World 4 or 5 1 unit n/a  
History of Art 4 or 5 1 unit HARC 0100   
Latin (Classics Dept.) 4 or 5 1 unit n/a Must complete Latin course (CLAS 0201 level or above) with 

grade of B or better to receive credit towards graduation (not the 
major). Note: No more than one course credit will be granted, 
whether the student presents one or two AP exams. 

Mathematics     
     Calculus AB 4 or 5 1 unit MATH 0121  
     Calculus BC 4 or 5 2 units MATH 0121 and 

MATH 0122 
 

     Calculus BC 3 or AB 
subscore of 

4 or 5 

1 unit MATH 0121  

     Statistics 4 or 5 1 unit MATH 0116  
PSYC 0201 
ECON 0210 

 

Music Theory 4 or 5 1 unit MUSC 0160 Must also complete the music department's advanced placement 
exam with a C or better to receive credit. 

Physics     
     Physics B 4 or 5 1 unit n/a  
     Physics C (Mechanics) 4 or 5 1 unit PHYS 0109  
     Physics C (Electricity & 
      Magnetism) 

4 or 5 1 unit PHYS 0110  

Political Science     
     Gov’t & Politics: U.S. 4 or 5 1 unit PSCI 0104 
     Gov’t & Politics:   

Comparative 
4 or 5 1 unit PSCI 0103 

Only one AP can be used toward the course requirements for the 
political science major. 

Psychology 4 or 5 1 unit PSYC 0105  
Spanish (Lang./Lit.) 4 or 5 1 unit n/a Must complete Spanish course at the 0300 level or above to 

receive credit. Only one Spanish exam will receive credit. 
 
*Students who choose to take a course equivalent to the AP exam noted on the Policy will forfeit the related AP credit. 

 
• A maximum of 5 advanced placement credits may be used to anticipate course work at Middlebury. AP credits applied toward graduation will be counted 

toward the 16-course limit in the department granting the credit unless the department specifically states that the credits do not count toward the major. AP 
credits do not fulfill distribution requirements. Official AP Score reports must be reported to Middlebury College no later than the end of the student’s 
second semester. 
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MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE DEGREE REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THE CLASS OF 2014 

 
I. DISTRIBUTION REQUIREMENTS 
All students must complete two sets of distribution requirements: (A) academic categories, and (B) cultures 
and civilizations.  Courses that count toward the major and the minor may be used to satisfy distribution 
requirements.  Winter Term courses, first-year seminars, and College writing courses may also be used to 
satisfy distribution requirements.  Students must take at least one course in seven of the eight academic 
categories described below.  Single courses can be listed with two distribution categories.  A student may 
count a single course in no more that one academic category requirement. 
 

A.   ACADEMIC CATEGORIES 

1. Literature: Literature has been a central form of expression for many societies. 
Analysis and appreciation of literary texts give students insight into the minds and lives of 
other human beings, both their own cultural predecessors and people of different 
traditions, and into the process whereby human experience is imaginatively transformed 
into art. By studying literature in English and in other languages, students also sharpen 
their ability to express their own ideas with grace and precision. Courses that fulfill this 
requirement are designated LIT. 
 
2. The Arts: The understanding of the history, theory, and practice of the arts is an 
integral part of a liberal arts education. Courses in this category emphasize either the 
creative process through the making and performing of works of art (ranging from 
paintings and sculpture to plays, dances, creative writing, film/video, and musical 
compositions) or the place of such works of art within a particular historical, cultural, or 
aesthetic context. Courses that fulfill this requirement are designated ART. 
 
3. Philosophical and Religious Studies: Courses in this category examine 
philosophical systems and religious traditions from a variety of viewpoints, including 
analytical, systematic, historical, sociological, anthropological, and phenomenological 
perspectives. Some courses deal with specific philosophical problems or theological 
issues; others trace the history of philosophy or of religious traditions; still others examine 
philosophical schools of thought or religious traditions during specific periods of history. 
Courses that fulfill this requirement are designated PHL. 
 
4. Historical Studies: History is that branch of knowledge that seeks to account for the 
diverse ways in which human beings in different cultures and societies have all 
responded to temporal change. Courses in this category study the development of 
societies and cultures over time. Courses that fulfill this requirement are designated HIS. 
 
5. Physical and Life Sciences: Courses in this category study inductive and deductive 
processes of science. Emphasis is on the methods used to gather, interpret, and 
evaluate data critically, and the placement of this information into a larger context. 
Fundamental principles of each discipline are discussed in a manner that illustrates the 
evolving relationship of science, technology, and society. Courses that fulfill this 
requirement are designated SCI. 
 
6. Deductive Reasoning and Analytical Processes: Courses in this category deal with 
one or more of the following: (a) basic principles of reasoning and the axiomatic method; 
(b) statistical methods for analyzing and interpreting data; (c) key mathematical concepts; 
and (d) abstract symbolic manipulation or reasoning. Courses that fulfill this requirement 
are designated DED. 
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7. Social Analysis: This category deals with the analysis of the individual in society. 
Courses involve the systematic study of human behavior and the processes and results 
of human interaction through organizations and institutions, both formal and informal. 
Social analysis can be undertaken from a variety of perspectives: inductive (using data to 
make generalizations about human behavior), deductive (using principles to search for 
and develop new theories), and normative (using values to recognize important questions 
and evaluate alternative answers). Courses that fulfill this requirement are designated 
SOC. 
 
8. Foreign Language: Speaking, listening, reading, and writing in a language other than 
one's own exercise and expand the mind. Because of the close interdependence of 
language and culture, study of a foreign language helps one gain insights into other 
societies and ultimately one's own. Courses in this category include those taught in a 
foreign language or focused on texts in a foreign language. Courses that fulfill this 
requirement are designated LNG. 

B. CULTURES AND CIVILIZATIONS  
 Middlebury College believes that students should have broad educational exposure to 
the variety of the world's cultures and civilizations. Because cultural differences are 
based upon, among other factors, geography as well as history, and ethnicity as well as 
gender, issues pertaining to cultural difference are integral to most of the academic 
disciplines represented in the curriculum. Accordingly, Middlebury students are required 
to complete a cultures and civilizations requirement consisting of one course in each of 
the following four categories: 

1. AAL-courses that focus on some aspect of the cultures and civilizations of Africa, 
Asia, Latin America, the Middle East, and the Caribbean.   

2. CMP-courses that focus on the process of comparison between and among cultures 
and civilizations, or courses that focus on the identity and experience of separable 
groups within cultures and civilizations. 

3. EUR-courses that focus on some aspect of European cultures and civilizations.  
4. NOR-courses that focus on some aspect of the cultures and civilizations of northern 

America (United States and Canada) 

A single course may be listed as fulfilling no more than two of the four categories above (as 
determined by the Curriculum Committee). If two of the four categories are listed for a single 
course, a student may choose which category the course will fulfill, but a single course cannot 
count for two categories. A student may, however, count the same course toward both an 
academic category requirement, and the cultures and civilizations requirement. Courses that 
count toward the major and the minor, winter term courses, and first-year student seminars may 
be used to satisfy the cultures and civilizations requirement. 
 
II. OTHER DEGREE REQUIREMENTS  

A. A first-year seminar (a writing-intensive course taken in the first semester) 
B. A second writing-intensive course (completed by the end of sophomore year) 
C. A major of 10 to 16 courses 
D. A physical education requirement of two noncredit courses 
E.    At least two (but not more than four) Winter Term course credits awarded by Middlebury College. 

 
III. THE MINOR 
A voluntary minor (four to six courses) may be completed by students choosing to do so. 
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DEPARTMENTS OF INSTRUCTION 
INFORMATION FOR FIRST-YEAR STUDENTS 

 
The information below affords new students an idea of the course options available. Most of you will be indicating interest in three Fall 2010 
courses when you register for your first-year seminar.  The departmental descriptions below show offerings available to first-year students for 
both Fall 2010 and Spring 2011 semesters to aid in your long-range planning. Please note that any course outside of the first year seminar that is 
listed as college writing cannot be taken during the fall semester. 
 
AMERICAN STUDIES  
The Program of American Studies offers the following courses for first-year students, space permitting: 
 AMST/FMMC 0104 Television & American Culture (Fall) 
            AMST/RELI/HIST 0170                  Religion in America (Fall) 
             AMST/ENAM 0206 Nineteenth-Century American Literature (Fall, Spring) 
 AMST/ENAM 0207 Twentieth-Century American Literature (Spring) 
 AMST/ENAM 0209 American Lit. & Culture: Origins-1830 (Fall) 
 AMST 0210  Formation of Modern American Culture I: 1830-1919 (Fall) 
 AMST 0211 Formation of Modern American Culture II: 1920-2001 (Spring) 
            AMST/GEOG 0219                      Historical Geography of North American  (Fall) (Must register for 0219A) 
               AMST 0221                                    Baseball's Negro Leagues (Fall) 
 AMST 0224 Formation of Race and Ethnicity in the U.S. (Fall) 
               AMST 0227                                 Asian Americas (Fall) 
 AMST 0245                                 American Landscape: 1825-1865 (Spring) 
           AMST/HARC 0246                      Beginnings to the Armory Show (Spring) 
              AMST/ENAM 0252                      African American Literature (Spring) 
 AMST/DANC 0283  Social Dance in Popular Culture (Fall) 
               AMST/ENAM 0342                        Southern American Literature (Fall) 

AMST/HIST/WAGS 0373 History of American Women: 1869-1999 (Fall) 
 
 As well as the following first-year seminars: 
 FYSE 1299   Making Urban African America (Fall) 
 FYSE 1324   Race and the Fantastic (Fall) 
 
 First-year students considering a major in American Studies may take any of these courses for credit 
toward the major. 
 
ARABIC 
Arabic offers the following courses open to first-year students: 
          ARBC 0101                       Beginning Arabic I (Fall) 

ARBC 0102                            Beginning Arabic II (Winter) (preq. of ARBC 0101)  
ARBC 0103                               Beginning Arabic III (Spring) (preq. of ARBC 0102) 

       ARBC 0221                               Modern Arabic Literature (Spring) 
 
ART: See HISTORY OF ART AND ARCHITECTURE    or    STUDIO ART 
 
BIOLOGY 
             BIOL 0140   Ecology and Evolution (Fall, Spring) 

BIOL 0145   Cell Biology and Genetics (Fall, Spring)  
  
     As well as the following first-year seminars: 
 FYSE 1107   Shaping the Future (Fall) 

FYSE 1160   How We Know (Fall) 
 

In addition, a number of 0200-level courses are open to students by waiver.  Your high school classes may 
have prepared you for these 0200-level courses.  

Students intending to major in Biology should take two Biology courses during their first year; either BIOL 
0140 or BIOL 0145.  These can be taken in either order. If you took AP Biology and scored a 5 on the AP test, you 
might consider taking the placement exam for BIOL 0140 and/or 0145 to see if you can bypass these courses.  .  
Students from high schools without AP Biology who feel that their high school biology courses have covered the 
material of ecology and evolution (BIOL 0140) or cell biology and genetics (BIOL 0145) may also take these placement 
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exams.  Biology majors usually complete at least the core course requirements (BIOL 0140, BIOL 0145), and one of the 
"organismal" courses [BIOL 0201, BIOL 0202, BIOL 0203, BIOL 0310, by the end of the sophomore year.  Biology 
majors are also required to take the Experimental Design and Analysis course (BIOL 0211), which is offered every 
winter term (or PSYC 0201 or MATH 0116)]. 
 
CHEMISTRY AND BIOCHEMISTRY   
The Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry offers the following courses for first-year students: 

CHEM 0103   General Chemistry I (Fall, Spring) 
 CHEM 0104   General Chemistry II (Fall, Spring) 
 CHEM 0107      Advanced General Chemistry (Fall) 
 CHEM 0241    Organic Chemistry I (Fall, Winter) 
 CHEM 0242    Organic Chemistry II (Spring) 
 
CHINESE  
The Chinese Department offers both courses in the Mandarin and courses in Chinese literature and culture that are 
taught in English. The following language courses in Mandarin Chinese are open to first-year students: 

CHNS 0101                             Beginning Chinese (Fall) 
CHNS 0102                                  Beginning Chinese (preq. CHNS 0101 or equivalent) (Winter) 
CHNS 0103                                 Beginning Chinese (preq. CHNS 0102 or equivalent) (Spring) 
 

First-year students may register for Chinese language courses at the 2nd-year level (fall 0201 and spring 0202) or 
above only by permission after the placement exam during Orientation Week.  Chinese language courses at 
Middlebury are not intended for native or near native speakers of Chinese. 

 
 As well as the following first-year seminar: 
 FYSE 1049   Myth & Cosmology (Fall) 
 

Students who wish to begin their study of the Chinese language at Middlebury should do so at the earliest 
opportunity, preferably in the fall semester of the first year. (Students entering in February who have little or no 
background in spoken and written Mandarin may begin Chinese in their first fall term on campus and will be able to 
study abroad in the junior year.)  Before studying abroad, students must have completed at least two years of 
Chinese language at Middlebury (or the equivalent).  Students who have had any prior study or other kind of 
background in Chinese must see the department chair to take a placement exam before registering. 
 
CLASSICS   
The Department of Classics is offering the following courses for first-year students.  (Students with the appropriate 
background may also join upper-level language courses offered in Greek, Latin and Classical Hebrew; please 
contact the instructor.) 
 CLAS/LATN 0101          Beginning Latin I (Winter) 
 CLAS/LATN 0102          Beginning Latin II (Spring) 
 CLAS/HIST 0131   Archaic and Classical Greece (Fall) 
 CLAS 0140    Augustus and the World of Rome (Spring) 
 CLAS 0150     Greek and Roman Epic Poetry (Fall) 
 CLAS/LITP 0230                  Myth & Contemporary Experience: Modern Poems/ Classical Myths (Fall) 
 CLAS/HARC 0234  The Ancient Roman City: Pompeii and Beyond (Fall) 
 CLAS/INTD 0250   Greek Drama in Performance (Spring) 
 CLAS/HIST 0337 From Alexander to Rome (CW) (Spring) 
  

As well as the following first-year seminar: 
FYSE 1301   Rome on Stage and Screen (Fall) 

                
COMPUTER SCIENCE  

CSCI 0101                                      The Computing Age (Fall, Spring) 
CSCI 0190                                     Computer Models and Environmental Simulation (Spring) 
CSCI 0200                                      Mathematical Foundations of Computing (Spring) 
CSCI 0201                                      Data Structures (Fall, Spring) 
CSCI 0202                                     Computer Architecture (Fall) 
 



20 
 

 As well as the following first-year seminar: 
 FYSE 1302   C.S. Lewis Phil/Imagination (Fall) 
 
ECONOMICS  
The Department of Economics offers the following courses for first-year students: 

ECON 0150                            Introductory Economics (Macro) (Fall, Spring) 
ECON 0155                                     Introductory Economics (Micro) (Fall, Spring) 
ECON 0200                                  Health Economics & Policy (Fall) 
ECON 0205                                     Economics of Investing* (Fall) 
ECON 0210                                     Economic Statistics (Fall, Spring) 
ECON 0211                                    Regression Analysis (Fall, Spring) 
ECON 0222                                Economics of Happiness (Fall) 
ECON 0225                                    Theories of Economic Development in Latin America (Fall) 
ECON 0230                                  Transformation in Eurasia (Spring) 
ECON 0250                                     Macro Theory (Fall, Spring) 
ECON 0255                                    Micro Theory (Fall, Spring) 
ECON 0265                                     Environmental Economics (Fall, Spring) 

 
 As well as the following first-year seminar: 
 FYSE 1227   Whither Russia (Fall) 
  
 Students majoring in economics ideally should complete both macroeconomics and microeconomics in their 
first year. This is especially important for those students who hope to spend the junior year abroad. Entering students 
who have done college-level work (including AP and IB) in microeconomics, macroeconomics, or statistics may 
take more advanced courses in economics if their transfer credits meet the transfer criteria, or if given approval by 
the chair of economics. 
 
EDUCATION STUDIES 
The Program in Education Studies offers the following course for first-year students.   

EDST 0115  Education in the USA (Fall, Spring) 
EDST 0230 Social Justice in Education (Spring) 
 
As well as the following first-year seminar: 
FYSE 1189   Liberal Arts & Martial Aikido (Fall) 

 
ENGLISH AND AMERICAN LITERATURES 
The Department of English and American Literatures offers the following courses for first-year students, space 
permitting: 
     ENAM 0110   Continental Fiction (Fall) 

ENAM 0170 Writing Poetry, Fiction, NonFiction (Fall, Spring) 
ENAM 0175 Poetry Workshop (Fall, Spring) 
ENAM 0201   British Literature and Culture I (Fall) 
ENAM 0204   Foundations of English Literature (Fall,Spring) 
ENAM/LITS 0205   Introduction to Contemporary Literary Theory (Fall, Spring) 

              ENAM/AMST 0206                     Nineteenth-Century American Literature (Fall, Spring) 
 ENAM/AMST 0207 Twentieth-Century American Literature (Spring) 
               ENAM/AMST 0209  American Literature and Culture: Origins-1830 (Fall) 
 ENAM/AMST 0212  American Literature Since 1945 (Spring) 

ENAM 0214   Renaissance Literature and Culture (Spring)       
ENAM/ENVS 0215                      Nature's Meanings (Fall) 
ENAM 0220   The Early English Novel (Fall) 
ENAM 0243   Maritime Literature and Culture (Fall) 
ENAM/LITS 0245  Historical Novel (Fall) 

 ENAM/AMST 0252  African American Literature (Spring) 
 ENAM/LITS 0259  Studies in Literary Influence (Spring) 

ENAM 0262   American Drama 1930-1960 (Spring) 
 ENAM/WAGS 0270  Postcolonial Literature (Spring) 
 ENAM 0276   Fictional Worlds (Fall) 
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LITP/ENAM 0305                Love Stories: Desire&Gender in Medieval /Early Modern Europe (Spring) 
               ENAM/AMST 0342                           Southern American Literature (Fall) 
                                                                  
 As well as the following first-year seminars: 
 FYSE 1045   Contemporary Canadian Fiction (Fall) 

FYSE 1097   Expatriate Fiction (Fall) 
FYSE 1114   Classic Comedy (Fall)  
FYSE 1201   Into the Forest: Fairy Tales (Fall) 
FYSE 1202   Criminal Heroes (Fall) 
FYSE 1303   Rewriting Shakespeare (Fall) 

 
 Students planning to major in English and American Literatures should take ENAM 0103 (Reading 
Literature) before the end of their sophomore year.  This course is open to first-year students who have completed 
the first year seminar requirement, and who intend to major in English and American Literatures or Literary Studies, 
and to other students, space permitting. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES   
The environmental studies program is an interdisciplinary major that draws upon the humanities, natural sciences, 
and social sciences to understand and explore the relationship between humans and their environment. Students gain 
breadth in the four required core courses and through two elective cognate courses. Students gain depth by taking 
courses in one of thirteen foci. Of the core courses, the following are introductory level courses that would be 
suitable for first-semester students.   

ENVS 0112   Natural Science and the Environment (Fall, Spring) 
               ENVS 0211                              Conservation and Environmental Policy (Fall, Spring) 
               ENVS/ENAM 0215                     Nature's Meanings (Fall, Spring)     
 
 Ideally, prospective environmental studies majors should take the three introductory core courses (ENVS 
112, 211, and 215) in the first two years.  All three, plus the fourth core course, GEOG 320, Geographic Information 
Systems, are required of majors by the end of the third year. First-year students should consider taking courses in 
their choice of focus area (see Environmental Studies website). 
 
FILM AND MEDIA CULTURE 
The Department of Film and Media Culture offers the following for first-year students: 
 FMMC 0101   Aesthetics of the Moving Image (Fall, Spring) 
 FMMC 0102    Film History (Fall) 
 FMMC/AMST 0104  Television and American Culture (Fall) 
 FMMC 0105    Sight and Sound I (Spring) (Prerequisite FMMC 0101)  

FMMC/JAPN 0237  Japanese Film (Spring) 
FMMC/JAPN 0260  Kurosawa (Fall) 
FMMC/JAPN 0262  Politics of Animation (Fall) 
 

     As well as the following first-year seminar: 
 FYSE 1305    Dead Technologies (Fall) 
 
FRENCH   
The Department of French offers the following courses (taught in French, at increasing levels of difficulty) for first-
year students: 
 FREN 0101   Beginning French (Fall)  
 FREN 0102   Beginning French Continued (Winter) (prereq. FREN 0101) 

FREN 0103    Beginning French Continued (Spring) (preq. FREN 0102) 
 FREN 0203    Intensive Intermediate French (Fall) 

(preq. FREN 0103 or placement exam)  
 FREN 0205    Toward Liberated Expression (Fall, Spring) 
     (preq. FREN 0203 or placement exam) 
 FREN 0210    Identity in French Literature (Fall, Spring) 
     (preq. FREN 0205 or placement exam) 
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FREN 0221  Romanticism to Modernism (Fall, Spring) (Must register for 0221A or 
0221C) (preq. FREN 0210, or FREN 0205 by approval, or placement 
exam) 

 
GEOGRAPHY  
The Department of Geography offers the following courses for first-year students: 

GEOG 0100                                Place and Society: Local to Global (Spring) 
GEOG 0207                                    Resource Wars (Fall) 
GEOG 0210                                    Geographic Perspectives on International Development (Spring) 

             GEOG 0218                                   Cultural Geography (Spring) (Must register for 0218A) 
            GEOG/AMST 0219                      Historical Geography of North American (Fall) (Must register for 0219A) 
            GEOG 0220                                     Geopolitics of the Middle East (Spring) 
 
 As well as the following first-year seminar: 
 FYSE 1260   Holocaust Landscapes (Fall) 

 
GEOLOGY  
The Department of Geology offers the following courses for first-year students: 

GEOL 0104                              Earthquakes and Volcanoes (Spring) 
GEOL 0112                                      Environmental Geology (Fall, Spring)  
GEOL 0170                                 Dynamic Earth (Fall) 

 
 As well as the following first-year seminar: 
 FYSE 1306 Mountains of  the Northeast (Fall) 

  
 GEOL 0112 and GEOL 0170 provide students with relatively broad overviews of important topics in 
geology.  Both of these courses provide numerous opportunities to view geological features and processes first hand 
through a number of local field trips.  GEOL 0142 introduces the development of ocean basins, their evolution, and 
processes occurring within them .  GEOL 0161 utilizes Middlebury College's research vessel R/V Baldwin and has 
weekly labs on Lake Champlain.  All courses are open to non-majors, as well as potential majors.  Students planning 
to major in geology are strongly encouraged to take either GEOL 0170 (Fall), GEOL 0161 (Fall) or GEOL 0112 
(Spring). 
 
GERMAN   
Practically all courses in the Department of German are open to first-year students.  There are two Beginning 
German options:  GRMN 0101-0103 Beginning German ‘sequence’ offered fall through spring, or its equivalent, 
GRMN 0111 Accelerated Beginning German offered in the spring semester.  GRMN 0101 and 0111 assume no 
previous knowledge of German and there are no prerequisites.  Registration for a course above the 0101 or 0111 
level is guided by a placement test taken during orientation.  All courses in the German curriculum use an 
interactive, communicative approach for quick and early proficiency in comprehension and free expression.  All 
courses, unless otherwise noted in the catalog, are taught in German. 

GRMN 0101   Beginning German (Fall) 
GRMN 0102   Beginning German Continued (Winter) (GRMN 0101 or equiv) 
GRMN 0103 Beginning German Continued (Spring) (GRMN 0101 and  

GRMN 0102, or equiv.) 
GRMN 0111 Accelerated Beginning German (Spring) 
GRMN 0201   Intermediate German (Fall) (GRMN 0103 or equiv.) 
GRMN 0202   Intermediate German Continued (Spring) (GRMN 0201 or equiv.) 
 
Prerequisite for all 0300-level courses and higher is GRMN 0202 or the equivalent. All courses listed here 
are taught in German unless otherwise noted. 
GRMN 0304                           Advanced Writing (Fall) (Must register for 0304A) 
GRMN 0330                                     Rethinking Literature (Fall) 
GRMN 0338                                     German Comedy (Spring) 
 

     As well as the following first-year seminar: 
FYSE 1099 Cultural History of the Piano (Fall) 
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Majors who plan to study abroad in Germany (Berlin and/or Mainz) are strongly encouraged to begin their 
language study with GRMN 0101 in their first fall term, or with GRMN 0111 in their first spring.  Any student who 
wishes to spend the junior year in Germany must have completed at least two courses beyond the 0200- level before 
going abroad.  This requirement may also be met by attending the Middlebury German School summer session. 

 
GREEK 

Students with the appropriate background may join upper-level courses; please contact the instructor. 
 
HEBREW-CLASSICAL 

Students with an interest in Classical Hebrew should contact Prof. Robert Schine. 
 
HEBREW-MODERN 
 HEBM 0101                          Introductory Modern Hebrew I (Fall) 

HEBM 0102                          Introductory Modern Hebrew II (Winter) 
HEBM 0103 Introductory Modern Hebrew III (Spring) 

 
HISTORY   
The following history courses are open to first-year students:  

HIST 0103  The Making of Europe (Fall) 
HIST 0105 The Atlantic World, 1492-1900 (Fall) 
HIST 0108 The Early History of Islam & The Middle East (Spring) 
HIST 0109 History of Islam and the Middle East, Since 1453 (Fall) 
HIST 0110 Modern South Asia (Spring) 
HIST 0111 Early East Asia (Fall) 
HIST 0112 Modern East Asia (Spring) 
HIST/CLAS 0131   Archaic and Classical Greece (Fall) 
HIST/RELI/AMST 0170 Religion in America (Fall) 
HIST/AMST 0202 The American Mind (Fall)  
HIST 0206 The United States and the World since 1898 (Fall) 
HIST 0211 Modern Brazil (Fall) 
HIST 0222   Introduction to Environmental History (Fall) 
HIST 0226   History of Modern Africa (Spring) 
HIST 0232    Modern China (Fall) 
HIST/JAPN 0236   History of Modern Japan (Fall) 
HIST 0241 Europe in the Early Middle Ages (Spring) 
HIST 0244 Society and Culture in Early Modern Europe, 1555-1789 (Spring) 
HIST 0246 History of Modern Europe: 1900-1989 (Spring) 
HIST 0247  Traditional Russia (Fall) 
HIST 0248  Modern Russia (Spring) 

 HIST/MUSC 0256 Topics in European Culture and History: Paris-Vienna-Moscow: The     
Birth of Modernism 

HIST 0257 The Holocaust (Fall) 
HIST 0262 History of the Modern Middle East (Spring) 
HIST 0273 Confucius and Confucianism (Spring) 
HIST 0287 Modern Caribbean (Spring) 
HIST 0310 Film and History (Fall)  
HIST/PHIL 0319 Philosophy of History (Spring) 
HIST/CLAS 0337 From Alexander to Rome [CW] (Spring) 
HIST/ENAM 0350 Shakespeare and History, Pre-1800 (Spring) 
HIST 0364 Civil War and Reconstruction: 1845-1890 (Spring) 
HIST 0368 Twentieth-Century America, 1960-2000 (Spring) 
HIST 0371 African American History (Fall)  
HIST/AMST/WAGS 0373 History of American Women: 1869-1999 (Fall) 
HIST/AMST 0375 The History of Urban America (Spring) 
HIST/WAGS 0393 A History of Gender in Early America (Spring)  
HIST 0397 America and the Pacific (Fall) 
  
As well as the following first-year seminars: 
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FYSE 1040   Communism & Fascism (Fall) 
FYSE 1170   Dealing with Atrocities (Fall) 
FYSE 1307   Fascism & Masculinity, 1919-45 (Fall) 
FYSE 1308   The East India Company (Fall) 
FYSE 1309   The True Believer (Fall) 

 
HISTORY OF ART AND ARCHITECTURE 
The Department of History of Art and Architecture offers the following courses for first-year students: 

 HARC 0100    Monuments and Ideas in Western Art (Fall, Spring) 
 HARC 0102   Monuments and Ideas in Asian Art (Fall) 
 HARC 0130   Introduction to Architectural Design (Winter, Spring) 
 HARC 0200   Renaissance Architecture (Spring) 
 HARC 0202   Modern Art (Fall) 
 HARC 0205   PA./Sculpt 19th Century Europe (Spring) 
 HARC 0214   Northern Renaissance Art (Spring)  
 HARC 0216   Medieval Art (Fall) 
 HARC 0218              The History of Photography (Fall) 

HARC 0220   Art of the City (Spring) 
HARC 0221   Greek Art & Archaeology  (Spring) 
HARC 0222    Chinese Art & Culture (Fall) 
HARC 0225    East Asian Architecture (Spring) 
HARC 0227   Indian Painting (Fall) 
HARC 0230   Modern Architecture (Fall) 

 HARC 0231   Architecture and the Environment (Fall) 
 HARC/CLAS 0234  The Ancient Roman City (Fall) 

           HARC/AMST 0246                      Beginnings to the Armory Show (Spring) 
 HARC 0260   Art Since 1960 (Spring) 

HARC 0263/INTD 0263  Solar Decathlon 
 
As well as the following first-year seminar:  
FYSE 1310   The Age of Michelangelo (Fall) 
  

 HARC 0100, HARC 0102 or a course in non-Western art history, and one studio art course are required of 
all majors in the history of art and architecture.  A second studio art course as well as HARC 0130 is required for 
those majors pursuing the architectural studies (formerly called pre-architecture) track. 
 
INTERDEPARTMENTAL 

INTD/MATH 0100  A World of Mathematics (Fall) 
INTD/CLAS 0250   Greek Drama in Performance (Spring) 
INTD/HARC 0263  Solar Decathlon 
 

INTERNATIONAL POLITICS AND ECONOMICS   
This major combines the disciplines of economics and political science to examine international issues in both their 
global and cultural context. IPE majors complete a 12-course curriculum in economics and political science (six 
courses within each discipline), study a foreign language, and (with the possible exception of international students) 
study abroad. 
  
First-year students who plan on majoring in IPE are strongly encouraged to take at least one economics and one 
political science course from the following list:  

ECON 0150   Introductory Macroeconomics (Fall, Spring) 
ECON 0155   Introductory Microeconomics (Fall, Spring) 
PSCI 0103    Introduction to Comparative Politics (Fall, Spring)  
PSCI 0109   International Politics (Fall, Spring) 
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INTERNATIONAL STUDIES  
This major requires a regional focus in one of seven programs: African Studies, East Asian Studies, European Studies, 
Latin American Studies, Middle East Studies, Russian and East European Studies, and South Asian Studies.  For a full 
description of this major and its programs, check the international studies home page on the World Wide Web: 
http://www.middlebury.edu/academics/is  
 
 
In addition to language requirements, regional courses, and a disciplinary specialization, this major has a requirement of 
a core course that must be taken at Middlebury before study abroad.   This core course, INTL 0101 (Introduction to 
International Studies), will be offered in the Fall 2008 semester. 
 
AFRICAN STUDIES (track of International Studies)    
Students interested in this track should consult with the director of African Studies. 
 
EAST ASIAN STUDIES (track of International Studies)  
The East Asian studies track combines expertise in Chinese or Japanese with a disciplinary specialization, 
interdisciplinary study of the East Asia region and study in China or Japan.  The term East Asia refers to China, Japan, 
and Korea, and the program covers the common cultural heritage of the region, as well as cultural elements and 
historical and contemporary issues specific to Japan and China. The course of study required by this program is 
grounded in at least three and one half years of Chinese or Japanese language study.  For appropriate courses to take in 
the first year, see entries for Chinese, Japanese, and international studies.  Students are strongly encouraged to begin 
either Chinese or Japanese language in their first semester, and to plan their program so as to be able to spend a full year 
abroad if possible. 
 
EUROPEAN STUDIES (track of International Studies)  
The European studies track combines expertise in a foreign language, cultural understanding, disciplinary 
specialization, interdisciplinary study, and study abroad, usually at one of the Middlebury Schools Abroad.  For 
appropriate courses for first-year students, see entries for international studies, as well as the French, German, Italian, 
and Spanish departments.  Students are strongly encouraged to begin or continue a language in their first semester, and 
to plan their program so as to be able to spend a full year abroad if possible. 
 
LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES (track of International Studies)  
The Latin American studies track combines language expertise, cultural understanding, disciplinary specialization, 
interdisciplinary study, and study abroad on an approved program in Latin America. For appropriate courses for first-
year students, see entries for international studies, Spanish, and Portuguese. Students are strongly encouraged to begin 
or continue Spanish or Portuguese in their first semester, and to plan their program so as to be able to spend a full year 
abroad if possible. 
 
MIDDLE EAST STUDIES (track of International Studies)  
The Middle East studies track combines expertise in a foreign language, cultural understanding, disciplinary 
specialization, interdisciplinary study, and study abroad.  For appropriate courses for first-year students, see entries 
for international studies, as well as the Arabic or Hebrew program.  Students are strongly encouraged to begin or 
continue Arabic or begin Hebrew in their first semester, and to plan their program so as to be able to spend a full 
year abroad if possible. 
 
RUSSIAN AND EAST EUROPEAN STUDIES (track of International Studies) 
The Russian and East European studies track combines language expertise, cultural understanding, disciplinary 
specialization, and interdisciplinary study.  An integral part of the program is also study abroad in Russia at one of the 
School in Russia's four sites, in Irkutsk, Moscow, Yaroslavl, or Voronezh.  Students should refer to the Russian and 
international studies entries for appropriate courses. Students are strongly encouraged to begin or continue study of the 
Russian language in their first semester, and to plan their program so as to be able to spend a full year abroad if 
possible. 
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SOUTH ASIAN STUDIES (track of International Studies) 
Students interested in this track should consult with the Director of South Asian Studies. 
 
ITALIAN 
The Department of Italian offers the following courses for first-year students: 

       ITAL 0101                                       Intensive Beginning Italian (Fall) 
       ITAL 0102                                        Intensive Beginning Italian (Winter) (preq. ITAL 0101) 
       ITAL 0103                                     Intensive Beginning Italian (Spring) (preq. ITAL 0102) 

 ITAL/LITP 0299                   Literary Feasts: Representations of Food in Modern Narrative (Spring) 
 
Admission after placement exams with instructor's approval:  
ITAL 0250                                       Intermediate Italian (Fall)  

       ITAL 0251                                    An Introduction to Contemporary Italy (Winter) 
       ITAL 0252                                     Italian Culture from Fascism to the Present (Spring) 
 

              As well as the following first-year seminars: 
              FYSE 1311                                 Fellini and the Art of Cinema (Fall) 
              FYSE 1312                                      Boccaccio’s Decameron (Fall) 

                                 
              Students considering majoring in Italian should take ITAL 0101/0102/0103 in the first year. Sophomores 
may major in Italian if they attend the summer session of the Italian School at the 0200 level or above, and enroll in 
the year-long junior program in Florence, Rome or Ferrara. 

 
JAPANESE STUDIES 
Courses in the Japanese Studies department are open to all students, whether or not they plan to major. Language 
courses emphasize speaking, listening, reading (kanji,) and writing. Media and literature courses offered in English 
explore the sensibilities of Japan from ancient times to the popular culture of today.  
  
Prospective Japanese majors and International Studies/East Asia track majors are strongly encouraged to begin their 
language study in the fall of their first year. Any student who wishes to spend the junior year studying in Japan must 
have completed at least two years of the language at Middlebury (or the equivalent) before going abroad.   
  
Advanced Placement and Placement Tests: First-year students may take higher-level language courses if the placement 
test so indicates. Students who have previously studied Japanese may take a placement exam during Orientation Week.  
If the placement test indicates mastery equivalent to a full-year course at Middlebury, the student will be placed in the 
next highest level. 
 
Courses taught in English and open to first year students are: 

JAPN/SOAN 0110  Current Social Issues in Japan (Fall)  
JAPN 0217   Contemporary Japanese Fiction (Spring)  
JAPN/RELI 0228   Japanese Religions (Spring)  
JAPN/SOAN 0230  Rethinking the Body in Japan (Fall)  
JAPN/HIST 0236   History of Modern Japan (Fall) 
JAPN/FMMC 0237  Japanese Film (Spring) 
JAPN/WAGS 0250  Gender in Japan (Spring) 
JAPN/FMMC 0260  Kurosawa (Fall) 
JAPN/FMMC 0262  Politics of Animation (Fall) 
JAPN 0330   Global Japanese Culture (Spring) 
 
As well as the following first-year seminar:  
FYSE 1313   Exploring Literary Translation (Fall) 

 
LATIN   
Students with the appropriate background may also join upper-level courses; please contact the instructor. 

 LATN/CLAS 0101 Beginning Latin I (Winter) 
LATN/CLAS 0102  Beginning Latin II (Spring) 
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LITERARY STUDIES PROGRAM 
LITS/ENAM 0205  Introduction to Contemporary Literary Theory (Fall, Spring) 
LITS/ENAM 0245                           The Historical Novel (Fall) 
LITS/ENAM 0259                           Cultural Crossings: Studies in Literary Influence (Spring) 

 
LITERATURE PROGRAM 
LITP 0101 is a gateway course to all of the Colleges literature majors.  The course is open to first year students who 
have completed their first year seminar. 

LITP/CLAS 0230                  Myth & Contemporary Experience: Modern Poems/ Classical Myths (Fall) 
LITP/ITAL 0299                   Literary Feasts: Representations of Food in Modern Narrative (Spring) 
LITP/ENAM 0305                Love Stories: Desire&Gender in Medieval /Early Modern Europe (Spring) 
 

MATHEMATICS 
The Department of Mathematics offers the following courses for first-year students: 

INTD/MATH 0100  A World of Mathematics (Fall) 
MATH 0121               Calculus I (Fall, Spring) 
MATH 0122               Calculus II (Fall, Spring) 
MATH 0200                Linear Algebra (Fall, Spring) 
MATH 0217   Elements of Mathematical Biology and Ecology (Fall) 
MATH 0223               Multivariable Calculus (Fall, Spring) 
MATH 0241   Elementary Number Theory (Fall) 
 
 As well as the following first-year seminars: 
FYSE 1212   Mathematics for All (Fall) 
FYSE 1314   The Mathematical Gardner (Fall) 

 
MOLECULAR BIOLOGY AND BIOCHEMISTRY  
Faculty members of the Department of Biology and the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry offer the 
Molecular Biology and Biochemistry major jointly. The following courses are suggested for the first year: 

BIOL 0140 Ecology and Evolution (Fall, Spring) 
BIOL 0145 Cell Biology and Genetics (Fall, Spring) 
CHEM 0103   General Chemistry I (Fall, Spring)  
CHEM 0104    General Chemistry II (Fall, Spring)  
MATH 0121    Calculus I (Fall, Spring) 

 MATH 0122    Calculus II (Fall, Spring)  
 

MUSIC  
MUSC 0101    Introduction to Western Music (Spring) 
MUSC0130   Introductory Topics in Music History: Jazz From New Orleans to  
      Now (spring) 
MUSC 0160    Fundamentals of Music Theory (Fall, spring) 

 MUSC 0209    Music I (Fall) Must pass the music placement exam to take 
       this class 
 MUSC 0212   History, Theory, and Practice of Electronic Music (Spring) 
 MUSC 0220  Music History I (Fall) Assumes ability to read music. 
 MUSC 0221    Music History II (Spring) Assumes ability to read music 
 MUSC0230   Topics in Music History: Symphony (spring) 
 MUSC0232   Music in the United States (Fall) assumes ability to read music 
 MUSC 0240    Performing Musical Theater (Fall)  
 MUSC 0241   Performing Chamber Music (Fall)  

 MUSC/HIST 0256 Topics in European Culture and History: Paris-Vienna-Moscow: The     
Birth of Modernism 

 MUSC 0260    Music Theory II: Diatonic Theory (Fall) Must pass the music 
 

As well as the following first-year seminar: 
FYSE 1315   Wagner’s Ring (Fall) 
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Students considering majoring in music should take MUSC 0160 or MUSC 0209 their first year.  Students 
who have not taken MUSC 0160 must pass an exam the first day of class in order to take MUSC 0209, 0260, or 
0262. 
 
NEUROSCIENCE PROGRAM 
This interdisciplinary program may be of interest to students also considering Biology, Psychology, Philosophy, or 
related areas involving the study of animal and human behavior and nervous systems. The following courses would 
be reasonable for first-year students considering majoring in neuroscience: 

BIOL 0145     Cell Biology and Genetics (Fall, Spring)  
BIOL 0216             Animal Behavior (Spring; prereq BIOL 0140 or 0145) 
CHEM 0103           Fundamental of Chemistry I (Fall, Spring) 
PSYC 0105           Introduction to Psychology (Fall, Spring) 
PSYC 0201   Psychological Statistics (Fall, Spring; prereq PSYC 0105)  
     OR 

            BIOL 0211                              Experimental Design and Statistics (Winter Term) 
  
Students intending to major in neuroscience should take at least two of the above courses during their first year 

and BIOL 0145, PSYC 0105 and possibly CHEM 0103 are recommended.  Neuroscience majors should complete at 
least the introductory course requirements (BIOL 0145, BIOL 0216, PSYC 0105, PSYC 0201 (or BIOL 0211) and 
CHEM 0103 by the end of the sophomore year.  

 
PHILOSOPHY   
All Philosophy courses numbered at the 0100 and 0200 levels are open to first-year students.  Some of them are 
devoted to special themes and others are more general.  Students interested in majoring in Philosophy should take 
PHIL 0180 in their first or second year.  The following are especially recommended to students with little or no 
background in philosophy: 

PHIL 0150             Introduction to the Philosophical Tradition (Spring) 
PHIL 0151             Introduction to Philosophy: Mortal Questions (Fall) 
PHIL 0180             Introduction to Modern Logic (Spring) 
PHIL 0201             Ancient Greek Philosophy (Fall) 
PHIL 0205             Human Nature and Ethics (Spring) 
PHIL 0206             Contemporary Moral Issues (Fall) 
PHIL 0208             Morality & War (Spring) 
PHIL 0233             Aesthetics (Spring) 
PHIL/WAGS 0234             Philosophy & Feminism (Fall) 
PHIL/HIST 0319 Philosophy of History (Spring) 
 
As well as the following first-year seminars: 
FYSE 1213   Science in a Gendered World (Fall) 
FYSE 1317   Philosophy of Human Rights (Fall) 

 
PHYSICS 

The Department of Physics offers the following courses for first-year students. 
PHYS 0109                     Newtonian Physics (Fall, Spring) 
PHYS 0110                     Electricity and Magnetism (Fall, Spring) 
PHYS 0155                      An Introduction to the Universe (Fall) 

  PHYS 0165                      Physics in the Universe (Fall) 
PHYS 0201 Relativity and Quantum Physics (Fall) (open to students who have 

placed out of PHYS 0109 and PHYS 0110 or who otherwise have 
strong math and physics backgrounds) 

 
As well as the following first-year seminar: 
FYSE 1318   Out of Wilderness, Onto Page (Fall) 

 
 Students majoring in physics must take PHYS 0109 and PHYS 0110.  These courses should be completed 
by the end of the first year and must be completed by the end of the sophomore year. 
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POLITICAL SCIENCE  
 PSCI 0101   Introduction to Political Philosophy (Spring) 
 PSCI 0102   The American Political Regime (Spring) 
 PSCI 0103   Introduction to Comparative Politics (Fall, Spring) 
 PSCI 0104   Introduction to American Politics (Fall, Spring) 
 PSCI 0107    Politics and the Studies of Politics (Fall) 
 PSCI 0109   International Politics (Fall, Spring) 
 PSCI 0202   African Politics (Spring) 

PSCI 0208   Politics of the U.S. Congress (Fall) 
PSCI 0214   International Environmental Politics (Fall) 

 PSCI 0215   Federalism, State and Local Politics (Spring) 
PSCI 0221   Contemporary Chinese Politics (Fall) 

 PSCI 0225   West European Politics (Fall) 
PSCI 0227   Soviet and Russian Politics (Spring) 

 PSCI 0228    East European Politics (Fall) 
  

As well as the following first-year seminars: 
FYSE 1134   Empires (Fall) 

    FYSE 1319   Afghanistan and Iraq (Fall) 
 

A major must take ten regular political science courses. One of these ten must be an introductory course in 
the political theory subfield (PSCI 0101 or PSCI 0107). Two additional courses must be introductory courses in two 
of the three other subfields: American politics (PSCI 0102 or PSCI 0104); comparative politics (PSCI 0103); and 
international relations (PSCI 0109). These three required introductory courses should normally be completed before 
the end of the sophomore year. Among the ten total courses required for the major, the student must also fulfill the 
field distribution requirement, and complete the 0400-level seminar. At least seven of these ten courses, including 
the 0400-level seminar, must be taken at Middlebury College in Vermont. Students may count a maximum of one 
political science winter term course as one of the ten required courses for the major. Winter term courses may not be 
used to fulfill the field distribution requirement. 
 
PORTUGUESE 
Students interested in taking Portuguese above the introductory level (PGSE 0101) should contact Professor 
Fernando Rocha (frocha@middlebury.edu) before the Fall semester to arrange a placement interview.  Courses open 
to first-year students are:  

PGSE 0101    Beginning Portuguese I (Fall) 
PGSE 0201    Intermediate Portuguese I (Fall) (prereq. PGSE 0103 or   

     placement) 
PGSE 0210  Accel. Portuguese for Spanish Speakers/Advanced Learners I (Fall) 

(prereq. Placement at Spanish 0300 level or above).   
 

PSYCHOLOGY  
PSYC 0105     Introduction to Psychology (Fall, Spring) 
PSYC 0201     Psychological Statistics (Fall, Spring) (preq. PSYC 0105) 
PSYC 0203    Social Psychology (Spring) (preq. PSYC 0105) 
PSYC 0204    Personality Psychology (Spring) (preq. PSYC 0105) 
PSYC 0216    Adolescence (Fall) (preq. PSYC 0105) 
PSYC 0224    Psychological Disorders (Fall, Spring) (preq. PSYC 0105) 
PSYC 0225    Child Development (Fall) (preq. PSYC 0105) 
PSYC 0233    Environmental Psychology (Fall) (preq. PSYC 0105, or ENVS 0112,  
       or ENVS 0211, or ENVS 0215) 

 
 As well as the following first-year seminars: 
 FYSE 1084   Culture and Cognition (Fall)  

FYSE 1321   The Creative Mind (Fall) 
  

Students planning to major in psychology should take PSYC 0105 in the fall or spring of their first year (if 
they have not placed out of it). The psychology department requires PSYC 0105 as a prerequisite for most 0200-
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level psychology courses. Students should check the catalog on the web for specific information about course 
requirements. 
 
RELIGION     
The Department of Religion offers the following courses for first-year students: 
 RELI 0120   Introduction to Asian Religious Classics (Fall) 
 RELI 0130   The Christian Tradition (Fall) 
 RELI 0140   Hindu Traditions of India (Spring) 
 RELI 0160   The Jewish Tradition (Spring) 
 RELI/AMST/HIST 0170  Religion in America (Fall) 
 RELI 0190          Introduction to Religious Ethics (Spring) 
     RELI 0220   Buddhist Traditions in India (Fall) 
 RELI 0223   The Buddhist Tradition in East Asia (Spring) 
 RELI/JAPN 0228   Japanese Religions (CW) (Spring) 
 RELI 0237   Christianity in Early Modern Europe (Spring) 
 RELI 0243   Islam in South Asia (Fall) 
 RELI 0254   Hindu Ethics (Fall) 
 RELI 0272   African American Religious History (Spring) 
 RELI 0280   Studies in the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament (Fall) 
 RELI 0290   Women’s Religious Life and Thought (Spring) 
 RELI 0293   Religion and Bioethics (Fall) 
 
 As well as the following first-year seminar: 
 FYSE 1322   Ethics in Literature & Film (Fall) 
 
RUSSIAN   
All courses in the Department of Russian are open to first-year students, provided they have the required language 
proficiency, where relevant.  Students with one year or more of high school Russian should take a placement test 
during orientation.   
 RUSS 0101                       Beginning Russian (Fall) 
        RUSS 0102                                Beginning Russian (preq. RUSS 0101) (Winter) 
        RUSS 0103                                    Beginning Russian (preq. RUSS 0102) (Spring)               
        RUSS 0122                               The Russian Mind (in English) (Fall) (Must register for 0122A)               
        RUSS 0151                                    Golden Age Russian Literature (in English) (Spring)  
 RUSS 0152    Russian Modernism (in English) (Fall) (Must register for 0152A) 
       RUSS 0201                                  Intermediate Russian (Fall) (preq. RUSS 0103 or equivalent) 
        RUSS 0202                                    Intermediate Russian (Spring) (preq. RUSS 0201 or equivalent)   
 RUSS 0354  Chekhov(in English) (Fall) 

  
If you wish to study abroad in Russia during your undergraduate career, you are strongly urged to 

commence RUSS 0101 during your first semester of your first year on campus. (Students entering in February may 
start during their first fall term.)  Completion of at least four semesters of Russian is expected before studying 
abroad.  This requirement may be met by attending the Middlebury summer session.   

 
SOCIOLOGY/ANTHROPOLOGY  
The Department of Sociology/Anthropology offers the following courses for first-year students: 

SOAN 0103    Selected Topics in Sociocultural Anthropology (Fall, Spring) 
     SOAN 0105    Society and the Individual (Fall, Spring) 
    SOAN/JAPN 0110  Current Social Issues in Japan (Fall) 
 SOAN/WAGS 0191  Introduction to Sociology of Gender (Fall) 
 SOAN/WAGS 0212  The Family in Contemporary Society (Fall) 
 SOAN 0215   Sociology of Education (Spring) 
  SOAN/JAPN 0230  Rethinking the Body in Contemporary Japan – In English (Fall) 
 SOAN 0235   The City and Its People (Spring) 
 SOAN 0252   Social Psychology in Sociology (Spring) 
 SOAN 0267   Global Health (Fall) 
 SOAN 0288   Deviance and Social Control (Fall) (Must register for 0288A) 
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 As well as the following first-year seminar: 
 FYSE 1323   Anthropology Climate Change (Fall) 
 
 Students who intend to major in sociology/anthropology are encouraged to take SOAN 0105 (Fall, Spring) 
and SOAN 0103 (Fall, Spring), the two required introductory courses, during their first year.  These two courses 
should be taken by the end of the sophomore year. 
 
SPANISH  
The online Spanish placement exam will be available beginning August 1 for anyone interested in taking Spanish 
above the introductory level (SPAN 0101).  Please see detailed instructions for taking online placement exams at the 
end of this booklet.  All courses from SPAN 0101 through SPAN 0349 are open to first-year students, according to 
their performance on the placement test.  Students who have had three to five years of high school Spanish most 
often place in SPAN 0105, SPAN 0210, or SPAN 0220. The most probable courses for first-year students are: 

SPAN 0101              Beginning Spanish I (Fall) 
SPAN 0105    Accelerated Beginning Spanish (Fall, Spring) (prerereq. placement)  
SPAN 0210            Intermediate Spanish I (Fall, Spring) (prereq. SPAN 0103 or SPAN 

0105 or placement) 
SPAN 0220             Intermediate Spanish II (Fall, Spring) (prereq. SPAN 0210 or 

placement) 
SPAN 0300 An Introduction to the Study of Hispanic Literature (Fall, Spring) 

(prereq. SPAN 0220 or placement) 
SPAN 0304 Ideas and Cultures of Spain (Fall) (prereq. SPAN 0220 or placement) 
SPAN 0305 Ideas and Cultures of Spanish America (Fall) (prereq. SPAN 0220 or 

placement) 
SPAN 0318 Narratives of Spanish American Women Writers: Representations of 

the Self (Fall) (prereq. SPAN 0220 or placement) 
SPAN 0335 Modernity and its Discontents in Latin American Poetry (Fall) (prereq. 

SPAN 0220 or placement) 
SPAN 0340 Representations of Social, Cultural and Political Identities in Spain 

(Fall) (prereq. SPAN 0220 or placement)  
 
As well as the following first-year seminar (in English): 
FYSE 1325   Heterosexual Relationships (Fall) 
 

 All first-year students who have studied Spanish in high school are strongly advised to take the placement 
test, even if their plans with regard to future Spanish study are uncertain.  Students who hope to study abroad should 
plan their course selection so that they take a minimum of one 300 level course before their departure.  SPAN 0300 
is a requirement for the major.    

   
STUDIO ART   
The Program in Studio Art offers the following courses for first-year students: 

ART 0159    Studio Art I (Fall, Spring) 
ART 0164   Sculpture and Video (Spring) 
ART 0165   Two & Three Dimensional Design (Spring) 
ART 0180   Sculptural Architecture (Fall) 

  
THEATRE AND DANCE  
The Department of Theatre and Dance offer the following courses for first-year students:  

ARDV 0116   The Creative Process (Fall, Spring) 
               THEA 0101                                      Visual Creativity for the Stage (Fall)  
               THEA 0102   Acting I: Beginning Acting (Fall, Spring) 
 THEA 0111   Scenic Design I: Beginning (Fall) 
 THEA 0119   Fall Production Studio: Design (Fall) 
             DANC 0160   Introduction to Dance (Fall, Spring) 

DANC 0260 Advanced Beginning Dance I (Fall, Spring) * This is the appropriate 
dance course for entering students with previous dance background. 
Questions, contact the Dance Office. 

DANC 0277     Body and Earth (Fall, Spring) 
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DANC 0279 Movement Intentionality (Spring) 
 DANC/AMST 0283  Social Dance in Popular Culture (Fall) 
 DANC 0284 Dance History (Fall) 
 
 As well as the following first-year seminar: 
 FYSE 1327   The Creative Habit (Fall) 
 
WOMEN'S and GENDER STUDIES  
Women's and Gender Studies is an interdisciplinary major program that employs gender as a fundamental category 
of analysis. The major requires two introductory-level courses, electives at the 0200 and 0300 level, a junior seminar 
in the theory and methods of women's studies, and a senior thesis or essay.  The major also requires four to six 
related "field" courses in order to give students the opportunity to do in-depth work in a particular discipline. 

WAGS/ENAM 0114                        Reading Women's Writing (Spring) 
WAGS/SOAN 0191                       Introduction to Sociology of Gender (Fall) 
WAGS 0200                                  Foundations in Women's and Gender Studies (Fall/Spring) 
WAGS/SOAN 0212                     The Family in Contemporary Society (Fall) 

              WAGS/PHIL 0234                       Philosophy and Feminism (Fall) 
WAGS/JAPN 0250                        Gender in Japan (Spring) 

              WAGS0264                                Indian Cinema: Romance, Nation, and Identity (Spring) 
WAGS/ENAM 0270                      Postcolonial Literatures: Passages from India (Spring) 
WAGS/RELI 0290                         Women’s Religious Life and Thought (Spring) 
WAGS/AMST/HIST 0373              History of American Women: 1869-1999 (Fall) 
 

        As well as the following first-year seminar: 
FYSE 1320                                    Visual Culture and Science (Fall) 
 

                Students interested in this major should take the following two courses as soon as possible so that they 
will be prepared for upper-level courses -- SOAN/WAGS 0191 Introduction to Sociology of Gender (Fall), and 
another introductory-level WAGS cross-listed course. 

 
 

WRITING PROGRAM   
The Writing Program offers the following courses for first-year students: 

 WRPR 0100            The Writing Workshop I (Fall) 
 WRPR 0101            The Writing Workshop II (Fall) 

 
 As well as the following first-year seminars: 
 FYSE 1145   Voices Along the Way (Fall) 
 FYSE 1326   Class and the Environment (Fall) 


