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checklist of middlebury 
pre-arrival deadlines

! First-Year Seminar Registration
• Online: Registration via Banner—go.middlebury.edu/activate to begin
• SUBMIT: anytime between Monday, June !"–Wednesday June #$

! Housing Agreement and Roommate Questionnaire
• Online: www.middlebury.edu/studentlife/commons/housing/new_student
• SUBMIT: by June #%, (Febs between August !& and October $&)

! Health Forms (included in May mailing)
• Via mail 
• SUBMIT: by July !

! Special Needs Identification Form (included in May mailing)
• Via mail
• SUBMIT: by July !'

! Online Placement Exams 
• Please carefully consult placement exam information included in the 
 First-Year Seminar Booklet found in this mailing.
• SUBMIT: sometime between August !–September !

! ID Photo Picture Submission (see page 13 for directions)
• Online: idphoto@middlebury.edu 
• SUBMIT: by August !$

! AlcoholEdu Modules 1–3
• Watch for an e-mail sent to your @middlebury.edu account 
• SUBMIT: between Mid-August–September !

! Insurance Enrollment Forms
• Via mail 
• SUBMIT: by August !$

! Fall Tuition Payment 
• Via mail (or wire transfer for international students)
• SUBMIT: by August !%
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Go.middlebury.edu/orientation

Center for Campus Activities and Leadership
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June 2010

Dear Members of the Class of 2014:

With this packet of information now in your hands, you might be feeling any number of things: 
relief, excitement, anxiety, curiosity, or sheer awe that we have thought of so much that we must tell you 
at this very moment! There is a great deal to savor in this single mailing, and we urge you to do just that: 
take your time reading through the different pieces included here.  There are deadlines to meet, so it’s 
important for you to study these; they are printed on the inside front cover for your easy reference. 
But in terms of acquainting yourself with certain aspects of Middlebury’s academic, residential, and social 
cultures, you should feel encouraged to read and return to these materials in a leisurely fashion. For any 
questions that arise, you may always contact us at orientation@middlebury.edu, or 802.443.3103. 

The theme for Orientation is Connect-Explore-Create. The Orientation Planning Team is developing 
a week of engaging programming linked to this theme, and you are likely to see these ideas woven into 
offerings for first-year students throughout the 2010–2011 academic year. Before your arrival, however, 
we ask that you spend a little time reflecting on what these three words signify for you. What are some 
of the different ways we might think about Connecting, Exploring, and Creating…as individuals, and as 
an academic community? The faculty, staff, and students at Middlebury take very seriously the challenges 
and rewards of living and working together in a close-knit community, so it is important for you to 
give careful thought to what your role will be as you become part of this special place. 

Looking ahead, you and your family members will continue to receive mail and e-mail updates 
throughout the summer. Parent information will be sent later this month, the orientation schedule will 
be posted on the orientation Web site (go.middlebury.edu/orientation) once most events have been 
confirmed, and in August you will learn of your first-year seminar placement and your housing/Com-
mons assignment. In the interim, feel free to contact us with questions: we are here to help. 
On behalf of our faculty and staff colleagues at Middlebury, we wish you a restful summer, and we 
look forward to meeting you when you arrive in September.

Warmly,

Katy Smith Abbott JJ Boggs
Department of the History of Art & Architecture Assistant Director of Campus Activities 
Associate Dean of the College for Student Organizations

Middlebury College
Middlebury, Vermont 05753



2

I applied early decision to Middlebury, so of course I had 
no doubts about coming to Midd, right? Wrong! I came up 

with the most ridiculous scenarios on the drive up about 
all the things that could go wrong: What if my roommate 

hated me? What if everyone else already knew each other? 
What if I can’t get a good burrito in rural Vermont? 

But when I got on campus, my neuroses took a break and 
I just had so much fun. I called my mom, “This is like 
summer camp—but all year long!” Between dancing in 

overalls at the contra dance, hiking up Chipman Hill, and 
finding secret rooms in buildings all over campus, I didn’t 

have time to be nervous! Orientation was the best welcome 
to Midd I could’ve asked for (and yours will be too!)

Middlebury was a complete mystery to me. I had not 
gone on a campus visit, I didn’t attend Preview Days, 
and I had never traveled east of the Mississippi in my 
life.  When my Orientation packet arrived in the mail, 
I carted it around 24/7 in an attempt to learn everything 
I could about my new home. But I couldn’t help 
thinking—what if I had made a terrible mistake? 
But after a whirlwind week of meeting new people, 
exploring the campus, and even rocking my best side 
ponytail at the traditional 80’s Dance, I had already 
forgotten to miss home.

Dear Class of 2014,

You did it. Only a few short months stand between you and the beginning of your Middlebury career—moving 
into the residence halls, registering for classes, and meeting the people with whom you will be spending the 
next four years of your lives. A tad bit nervous? Don’t worry—so were we, your friendly Orientation Interns. 
As students at Middlebury College, we’ve both experienced a touch of the first-year jitters. 

As you move forward into your summer, know that we are here to help. We will be on campus all summer long to 
answer your questions and calm your nerves. The Orientation team has been planning for this week all year long, 
so we look forward to finally being able to share it with you.

This booklet, and the mailings to follow, will help answer many of the questions you are bound to have. 
If, however, you have any additional concerns, please feel free to call our Orientation hotline at 802.443.3103 or 
e-mail us at orientation@middlebury.edu. Again, we will be in the office, just waiting to hear from you. Also, 
be sure to check out our super snazzy Orientation Web site, go.middlebury.edu/orientation, which we will be 
updating regularly with new information and helpful links. 

Again, congratulations, and we’ll be in touch!

All the best from your Orientation Gurus,
Ben & Tamara
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orientation 2010
Beginning Tuesday, August $! 

go.middlebury.edu/orientation

New Student Orientation is an extensive six-day program that focuses on academics, tradition, and community. 
Through meetings with academic advisers, participation in traditional ceremonies and events, and engaging 
in community building activities, you will learn the values of scholarship and community living and have the 
opportunity to connect with hundreds of your classmates.

Over the course of the week, you will explore the many facets of Middlebury College. Many of Middlebury’s 
student services offices will be available so that you and your family can learn about their programs and meet 
their staff members. The computing Help Desk and the Center for Teaching, Learning, and Research are housed 
in the library, so you may visit these offices and familiarize yourself with their services at any time. There will also 
be time set aside for students to discover the town of Middlebury.  There is public transportation from campus to 
local shops around the Middlebury area; bus schedules will be available during Orientation.

Your first stop will be your new home at Middlebury—your Commons. Expect a warm and enthusiastic 
reception from the residential life staff as you arrive! The Commons Team will be on hand to help you move into 
your room and begin the process of getting to know the College.  

A complete schedule will be available later in the summer on our Web page—go.middlebury.edu/orientation.
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Arrival Day
All new students may arrive on campus on the first  
day of Orientation: Tuesday, August 31. Commons 
Welcome Centers will be open from 9:00 A.M. to 
3:00 P.M. Students and their families may arrive any 
time between these hours and should plan to make 
their Commons their first stop on campus. Moving 
onto campus earlier is not permitted.

International Students
go.middlebury.edu/isss
International students are invited to arrive on 
August 28 to participate in Early Arrival for 
international students. Detailed information about 
this program was sent to you in an earlier mailing 
and is available on the International Students and 
Scholars Services Web page.

Preseason Athletes
go.middlebury.edu/athletics 
Students who have been invited to participate in 
preseason practices for a fall sport should contact 
their coach directly to learn about arrival details. 

Lodging for Families on Move-in Day
For information about local accommodations for 
family members, please visit www.midvermont.com, 
the Web page for the Addison County Chamber of 
Commerce, or contact them by phone at 802.388.7951. 
Other useful Web pages on lodging options include:

The Heart of Vermont Lodging Association:  
 www.vermontinns.com 
Discover Vermont: www.discoververmont.com 
Vermont Chamber of Commerce: 
 www.vtchamber.com 
Bed and Breakfast Inns Online: 
 www.bbonline.com/vt

A limited number of rooms will be available at 
a nominal charge at Middlebury’s Bread Loaf 
Campus. Look for details at www.middlebury.edu/
studentlife/events/orientation/parents/stayandeat.

There will be activities for parents and family members 
on Tuesday evening and Wednesday morning. 

Traveling to Campus
go.middlebury.edu/directions   ~ or ~
www.middlebury.edu/about/campus/directions

By Car
The following are general driving directions to campus. 
Approaching campus there will be signs directing you 
to the Commons Welcome Centers.

• From Burlington International Airport (approx. 1 hour): 
 Exit left from the airport parking area and follow 

signs to I-189. From I-189, take Rt. 7S to the town 
of Middlebury. Look for a large white church on 
your right, turn right following signs to Route 
125W and proceed to the campus. 

• From Montreal (approx. 2.5 hours): 
 Canadian Rt. 133S to U.S. Interstate 89S to 

I-189S (in Burlington) to Rt. 7S to the town of 
Middlebury. Refer to the directions from the 
Burlington International Airport for specific 
directions from Route 7S.

• From Boston (approx. 4 hours): 
 For places inside Route 128 (including the airport, 

the South Shore, and Cape Cod), take 93N to 89N 
to 107W to 100N to 125W.  At Rt. 7N, turn right 
and proceed to the center of town. At Middlebury 
Inn, follow signs for 125W.

• From New York City via Albany (approx. 5 hours; 
Albany is 2.5 hours away): 

 I-87N Exit 20 to 149E to 4E to 30N.  As you pass 
College athletic facilities, look for signs directing 
you to Commons Welcome Centers.

• From Route 7,  from the south: 
 After driving through Brandon, Salisbury, and East 

Middlebury, continue on Rt. 7 Middlebury. Follow 
signs to Rt. 125.

By Air 
www.burlingtonintlairport.com
If flying to Vermont, the closest airport to Middlebury 
is Burlington International Airport (BTV). Please 
note that public transportation options are limited. 
Car rentals are available at the airport.

arriving at midd
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Moving In
To help with move in and to take care of administrative 
tasks as quickly as possible, most of the important 
move-in processes have been clustered in Commons 
Welcome Centers, which will be open from 9:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 31. This is the first stop 
on campus. 

At your Commons welcome center, you will:

• Be greeted by your Commons residential 
life staff!

• Find members of the Commons Teams available 
to help you transport belongings to your room, 
offer directions to the nearest parking lot, and 
help you with logistics.

• Receive your personalized Orientation folder, 
which includes a complete schedule for the 
six days of Orientation, your class registration 
materials, and other important information.

• Get your MiddCard. Please submit your ID 
photo before you arrive, so that your card 

 will be waiting for you.
• Sign out the key to your room.
• Receive printed instructions on how to set up 

your computer, and learn about Middlebury’s 
computer access and structure.

Shipping Baggage/Boxes/Equipment to Campus
New students shipping large items to the College for 
arrival between August !) and September !& 
should use the following address:

Student Full Name (no nicknames, please)
c/o (mailbox number if available) Middlebury College
Service Building Warehouse
84 South Service Road
Middlebury,  VT 05753

Packages may be retrieved upon arrival on campus 
at the Service Building Warehouse, which is located 
behind McCullough Student Center. The Warehouse 
will be open on Tuesday, August 31 from 9:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m., and during more limited hours on 
Wednesday morning. Students who are arriving early 
for pre-season athletic practice or Early Arrival will 
receive separate information about when and how to 
retrieve their packages.  When picking up packages, 
please bring the package tracking number and the 
name of the shipping company to expedite this process.
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the commons system
go.middlebury.edu/commons

Formally, the Commons is the way the College 
structures campus and residential life. It is a unique 
living-learning system, weaving the academic, social, 
and residential components of college life into an 
integrated community experience. Through the 
Commons, students enjoy the freedom to govern 
their own intellectual, cultural, and social development 
within a structure of support from faculty, staff, and 
returning students. 

Informally, it is your home here at Middlebury. 

Each Commons—Atwater, Brainerd, Cook, Ross, 
and Wonnacott—is named after an important figure 
in Middlebury’s history. A Commons is a cluster 
of proximate residence halls and houses, and each 
Commons includes more than 400 students. Students 
are assigned to a Commons when they enroll, and they 
remain a member of that Commons through their four 
years—living in Commons housing as both a First-Year 
and a Sophomore. Juniors and Seniors may elect to live 
anywhere on campus, but they keep their ties to their 
original Commons. On campus this is called the 4/2 
system. 

The Commons Team
Each of the five Commons is led by a team of faculty 
and staff dedicated to partnering with students to shape 
an environment that challenges assumptions, engages 
imaginations, and broadens horizons. These teams 
consist of one or two Commons Heads, a Commons 
Dean, a Commons Coordinator, a Commons 
Residential Advisor (CRA), and student residential staff 
including First-Year Counselors (FYC) and Resident 
Assistants (RA). The Commons offices are centrally 
located in or near the residence halls and are easily 
accessible to students.

Just as Middlebury has its own unique campus culture, 
each Commons has its own style and traditions. During 
Orientation there will be several opportunities to 
learn more about the special features and customs 
of each Commons, both from the Commons Teams 
and from FYCs. In events throughout Orientation, 
and in the weeks that follow, students will have many 
opportunities to connect with Commons teams, and 
to engage in conversations with FYCs about living at 
Middlebury. These interactions will help students to get 
a feel for Middlebury’s residential culture, our codes of 
conduct, wellness issues and opportunities, and more.

living at midd
Middlebury Culture
One of the most challenging aspects of arriving 
at college is trying to learn and understand the 
values, patterns, and “norms” of a diverse, complex 
and vigorous academic and residential community. 
Although some of this information is articulated 
clearly in campus policies, which can be found in 
the College Handbook online (go.middlebury.edu/
about/handbook), there are many other aspects of 

Middlebury’s culture that can best be understood 
through conversations with faculty, staff, and returning 
students, and through direct experience. We have 
created many formal and informal opportunities for 
you to get a feel for our campus values and norms 
through discussion, programming led by returning 
students, and other events reflecting the broader goals 
that guide our community. 

7



The majority of the Class of 2013 will be housed 
in Allen and Coffrin Halls (Atwater Commons), 
Battell Hall (Cook and Wonnacott Commons), 
Stewart Hall (Brainerd Commons), and Hadley Hall 
(Ross Commons).Transfer and exchange students live 
throughout the campus residence halls.

All of the residence halls on campus are co-educational, 
housing both male and female students together in 
one building. There are both single sex and co-
educational corridors in our First-Year residence halls. 
Co-educational halls have men and women living in 
separate rooms side by side in an equal ratio. Most 
housing spaces for First-Year students are double 
occupancy rooms, although some students will be 
housed in singles or occasionally triples.  

The Roommate Questionnaire asks students to 
indicate their interests, habits, and needs. Please answer 
it thoughtfully, honestly, and accurately so that a 
clear assessment will be made when matching you 
with a roommate. Fill out the questionnaire without 
suggestions or input from friends or family members. 
Experience has shown that questionnaires completed 
solely by the incoming student result in better matches. 
Transfer students may be assigned to a single room or a 
double room, possibly with another transfer student.

Buying Items for College
There are a number of items that can make your 
time at Middlebury more comfortable. The business 
community of Addison County, in which Middlebury 

College resides, works hard to meet the needs of 
college students by providing many of those items 
locally, and by special-ordering those products that are 
not sold locally when possible. By purchasing products 
from Middlebury businesses, you contribute to a 
thriving local economy, support the strong relationship 
between the College and the community, and reduce 
the need to pack, ship and transport excess items. 
To learn more about shopping for useful items in 
the town of Middlebury, visit this Web page: 
www.middkid.com. 

Your Room: What You Need
Specific information about housing guidelines is 
available on the Housing Web page, but here are some 
rules that typically apply to dorm rooms each year: 

Double rooms are typically 20 feet by 12 feet. We will 
provide an extra-long twin bed (36” x 80”), closet, desk, 
desk chair, bookshelf, and dresser for each person. All of 
our mattresses are extra-long, 80-inch, twin mattresses. 
Here is a list of other items that you may want to bring:
• Hangers 
• Study lamp and/or floor lamp and light bulbs
• Sheets and mattress pad 
• Small area rug or carpet remnant up to  

16 x 10 feet in size
• Blankets, pillows, and towels 
• Power strips (instead of extension cords) with  

surge protection
• Posters and other decorations that can be affixed  

to the wall without using nails

Residential Living
www.middlebury.edu/studentlife/commons/housing/First+Year+Housing.htm

Deadline for Roommate Questionnaire and Housing Agreement Form
for September Admits—June #%

All incoming students must complete a Housing Agreement Form in order to receive a campus room 
assignment. Students are also encouraged to complete a Roommate Questionnaire to assist us in 
matching roommates. Both forms must be completed online through the Housing and Room 
Draw Web page. Fall Term housing and roommate assignments will be completed in early August. 
Students will be notified through their Middlebury e-mail account when this information is available, 
and how to access it.

8
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Your Room: What You Don’t Need
The items listed below are not allowed.
• Halogen lights 
• Christmas lights (Rope lights encased in a tube are permitted), 
• Floor lamps requiring multiple bulbs
• Candles, incense, and any devices that create open flames 
• Electrical appliances with exposed heating elements (toasters, heaters, and hot plates) 
• Styrofoam packing material, as we cannot recycle this.

Health and Wellness

Health and wellness areas that impact students’ 
success include adequate sleep, appropriate stress 
release practices, exercise, and nutrition. Students 
in their first year of college are at particularly 
high risk for alcohol abuse, which can result 
in compromised health and safety, disciplinary 
outcomes, academic difficulties, and in severe cases, 
suspension from the College. 

As part of an alcohol prevention program, 
Middlebury College expects each member of the 
incoming class to complete AlcoholEdu—an 
online, objective alcohol prevention program. 

The course is currently being customized for 
Middlebury College and will be available for 
access in early August. You will be expected to 
complete Part ! of the course by late August. 
Approximately "# days after you complete Part !, 
you will receive an email asking you to complete 
Part $. The deadline to complete Part $ will be in 
late October. We expect all first-year students to 
complete the entire course. 

To take AlcoholEdu for College in August, you 
will need a computer with internet access and 
audio capabilities as well as your Middlebury 
College ID number. Instructions for activating 
your account and accessing your middlebury.edu 
email account are included in this mailing. 

An e-mail about the course will be sent to you 
in early July.

Get involved in sports through College teams, 
intramurals, pick-up activities, and 
cheering on your favorite team!

9
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Banks
You will be able to open an account at a local bank 
within the first days you are on campus  There are 
several banks in town:
• Citizens Bank: 36 Middle Road / Route 7; 

802.388.6791; www.citizensbank.com
• Chittenden Bank: 114 South Village Green / 

Route 7; 802.388.6316; www.chittenden.com
• KeyBank: 47 Creek Road; 802.388.4031; 

www.key.com
• National Bank of Middlebury: 30 Main Street; 

802.388.4982; www.nationalbankmiddlebury.com 
(has two ATMs on campus)

Bookstore
go.middlebury.edu/store
Located in Proctor Hall, the College Bookstore has 
books, clothing and supplies for Middlebury students. 
It features clothing and gift areas in addition to 
textbooks for your classes.  

Cellular Phones
Many students choose to bring cellular phones to 
campus. At present we find that Verizon Wireless and 
AT&T offer the best reception and service plans for 
the Middlebury area. Both have offices in downtown 
Middlebury. Sprint PCS/Nextel cellular service also 
has reception in Middlebury and competitive plans. 
For details on any company’s coverage, please visit their 
Web pages. Reception may be poor in a few campus 

locations due to College building construction and 
off-campus because of Vermont’s terrain and lack of 
cell towers.

Computers
go.middlebury.edu/helpdesk
Both Windows and Macintosh computers are 
supported on campus. You may bring your own 
computer to campus, but you are strongly encouraged 
to purchase one of the systems recommended by 
Middlebury. By purchasing a designated model, 
you may avoid problems with compatibility and 
receive better support, since the purchase includes 
configuration with the network, file servers, and 
installation of standard software in use at Middlebury. 
You may connect a single computer of your own 
to the campus network in your residence hall room. 
Residence halls use hard-wired network systems.

Middlebury has over 300 PCs and Macs for general use 
in public computer laboratories, classrooms, and the 
library. Laser printers are available in the public labs and 
the library. Our expanding wireless network is available 
in the library and many other campus locations.

Please consult with the Helpdesk staff at 802.443.2200 
to discuss the recommended configurations for student 
computer systems, and review the information on our 
Web page.

Automobiles
go.middlebury.edu/parking 

Fall registration available through banner Web after June !, #&!&
 
Although students are allowed to have a vehicle on campus, we discourage them due to a limited number 
of parking spaces and our movement towards implementing a Pedestrian Campus Initiative. Student  
vehicles must be registered with the Department of Public Safety and there is a $50 per semester registration 
fee.  Vehicle registration must be completed via Banner Web and prior to arrival for Orientation.  
More information about vehicle registration can be found on our Web page.

what to expect
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Dining
go.middlebury.edu/dining  
Middlebury provides students with breakfast, lunch and 
dinner seven days a week. Students may choose to eat 
in the dining room of their choice and enjoy unlimited 
seconds at all meals. There is currently no restriction on 
the number of times a student may enter a dining room 
during a meal period. Diners can re-enter a dining 
room for ice cream half an hour after eating or they 
can actually eat a meal in one location and have coffee 
and dessert with friends in another. Meals are generally 
available continuously from 7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and 
from 4:00-8:00 p.m. 

In addition to the Dining Halls, Middlebury College 
also has a variety of other a la carte dining options 
that are available on campus such as the Grille and 
MiddXpress convenience store in the McCullough 
Student Center; 51 Main at the Bridge—our 

downtown café;  Wilson Café at the Library; and 
snackbars at the Golf Course and Snow Bowl. Students 
may also choose to visit the student-run coffeehouse—
The Gamut Room—or the weekly late night dance 
club, The Bunker.

Dress
Campus attire is mostly informal, but students dress up 
on occasion. Generally, students wear jeans, collared 
shirts, T-shirts, sweatshirts, sweaters, and casual pants 
or skirts. Although late spring and early fall can be 
quite warm, December through March may bring 
extremely cold days. A very warm coat, a hat, a scarf, 
mittens, warm socks, warm waterproof boots, sweaters, 
and several pairs of thermal underwear tops and pants 
are recommended.  You may buy these items locally. 
College life also includes many opportunities to wear 
costumes and/or traditional cultural clothing, so feel 
free to bring some of your favorites. 
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MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE E-MAIL

Your Middlebury e-mail account is ready for you! 
You can begin using it immediately.

Your College ID and BannerWeb PIN are needed 
to activate your account using the link below.  You will find them in on the label on the front of 
you first-year seimnar letter the Registration materials.

go.middlebury.edu/activate

If you have any questions you can find detailed instructions about setting up your account 
on the Orientation Web Page.  

Go to: go.middlebury.edu/orientation
Click on: Before you Arrive       Pre-September Checklist

Middlebury College Student E-mail Policy
go.middlebury.edu/orientation

E-mail is considered an official method for communicating with students at Middlebury College. 
Official e-mail communications are intended to meet the academic and administrative needs of 
the campus community. The College expects that such communications, many of which are 
time-critical, will be received and read in a timely fashion. To enable this process, the College 
ensures that all students are issued a standardized college e-mail account through their academic 
years at Middlebury College. Students who choose to forward e-mail from their College e-mail 
accounts are responsible for ensuring that all information, including attachments, is transmitted in 
its entirety to the preferred account.

Other Helpful Information…
Your Middlebury e-mail address is in this format: username@middlebury.edu.

Middlebury’s WebMail can be used with most browsers.

Questions? Contact our Computing HelpDesk at %#$.&&".$$## 
or send e-mail to: helpdesk@middlebury.edu.

Are you shopping for a new computer?
•  Contact helpdesk@middlebury.edu or call %#$.&&".$$## with purchase questions.

!



Kitchens and Cooking
All residence halls have kitchens where you may 
cook. Each has a public refrigerator, but many students 
choose to bring their own small refrigerators. 
The 24-by-24-by-24-inch size is permitted in rooms. 
You may also bring a small microwave. Appliances with 
exposed heating elements, such as toasters, hot plates, 
and electric burners, are fire hazards and are prohibited 
in student rooms. You will receive information about 
renting refrigerator/microwave units later in the 
summer.

Laundry
www.middlebury.edu/search?q2=laundry
The College offers laundry facilities in Forest, 
Hadley, LaForce, Kelly, Coffrin, Atwater, and Stewart 
Halls, as well as several College-owned houses. 
Most students use the College laundry rooms, but 
some opt for Middlebury’s student-run laundry 
services. For more information about this service 
please refer to the following Web page—
www.middleburywashandcarry.com

Mail
Your mailbox number will be available through the 
Middlebury Web page along with your housing 
assignment in August. Unless you leave campus for a 
semester, this box number will be yours throughout 
your Middlebury career. Some students will share a 
mailbox with another student. The mail room, located 
in the McCullough Student Center, will be open 
during Orientation week.

Medical Insurance
www.gallagherkoster.com/Middlebury
Middlebury College requires that all students have a 
U.S.-based medical insurance policy to pay hospital 
costs and medical bills if you become injured or 
develop a major illness. If you are not covered by a 
parent’s plan or an individual plan of your own, you 
may purchase the College’s sickness insurance policy, 
which costs $944 for the year. When you receive your 
bill for fall term in mid-July, you will also receive a 
postcard providing a link to a Web page where you can 
obtain information about the insurance and sign up for 
coverage. For more information, you may also visit the 
following Web site: http://www.gallagherkoster.com/
Middlebury

Parent Program Information
Information will be available on-line and in paper form 
in mid-June about Family Orientation programming, 
local lodging, and other details. 

Pets
Only sanctioned support animals for people with 
disabilities, such as seeing-eye dogs, and small animals 
(e.g., fish and hamsters) kept in appropriate aquariums 
or small cages at all times are permitted in the residence 
halls. Snakes and ferrets, even if caged, are not allowed 
in residence halls at any time.

Identification Cards (MiddCard)
idphotos@middlebury.edu
Photo Submission Deadline—August !$ 
  
All students are issued Middlebury College photo identification cards (MiddCards) during 
Orientation. This card provides access to campus buildings after hours and to your residence hall at 
all times. Student photographs must be e-mailed prior to arrival so your MiddCard can be included 
in the arrival packet at your Commons Welcome Center. Please send a digital photograph of 
yourself to Public Safety in “jpeg” format prior to August !&, $#!#. The photograph should be 
a color “.jpg” photo suitable for a &”x'” self portrait (.tiff, .bmp & .gif scans or prints will not 
be accepted). We reserve the right to refuse any inappropriate photograph. E-mail your digital 
photos to idphotos@middlebury.edu  and include the following information in the body of your 
e-mail: term arriving & status (Fall $#!# First-Year), full name, ID number.
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Property Insurance
The College’s insurance does not cover students’ 
personal items if they are stolen. We strongly advise 
you to discuss this with your family’s insurance agent. 
Unfortunately, theft does occur at Middlebury, and 
because students may bring expensive equipment to 
campus, adequate insurance is important. 

Room Keys
Room Keys will be handed out at the Commons 
Welcome Centers on August 31. You will pick up your 
key when you check in, between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 
p.m. If you arrive after 3:00 p.m., you may obtain your 
key at the Public Safety office in Harnest House.

Student Group Fundraising Opportunities
go.middlebury.edu/ccalfund
Throughout the year, student groups fundraise to 
finance special projects and trips. Many families have 
told us they enjoy knowing about opportunities to 
participate in these projects. It is our hope that these 
projects provide fun and interesting gifts—such as 
birthday and valentine cakes, care packages, newspaper 
and yearbook subscriptions, and exam stress relief 
kits—while helping College groups meet their goals. 
In an effort to reduce the number of mailings, and 
the amount of paper you receive from the College, 
a webpage has been created to post information for 
students and families. The energy displayed by students 
in working to support their groups and teams is quite 
remarkable! We are pleased to pass this information 
along to you on their behalf.

Telephones
go.middlebury.edu/telecom
Residential Hall Telephones:  We provide courtesy 
telephones in all residence halls. These phones may be 
used for emergency calls to 911 or Public Safety x5911, 
out-going calls to on-campus locations and to make 
local and toll-free calls. Long-distance calling requires a 
calling card.

In-room Telephone Service - Academic Year 
Residential hall rooms no longer automatically have 
telephone service. Over the last several years we have 
found that most students use cellular phone service as 
their sole voice communication. The need for land line 
service had declined to such a point that it is no longer 
necessary, or fiscally responsible, to provide a service 

used so infrequently. However, if you see a need for 
a telephone land line in your room, you may request 
telephone service by e-mailing Telephone Services. 
A new installation requires at least two weeks notice. 
Please include your name, ID number, dorm and room 
number and whether you want a voice mailbox. You 
need to provide your own telephone. If you are in a double, 
both you and your roommate can share the extension 
and have two separate, private voice mailboxes. There 
will be a telephone line activation fee of $50 per 
academic year.   

Cellular Telephone Service:  At present we find that 
Verizon Wireless, AT&T Wireless, and Sprint offer the 
best reception and service plans for the Middlebury 
area. For details on any company’s coverage, please visit 
their Web sites. Pre-paid cellular services are also an 
option, particularly if your present carrier doesn’t have 
coverage in the Middlebury area. Net10 and Tracfone 
work well on campus. If you order from them online, 
use the Middlebury zip code, 05753. Students should 
also understand that reception can be weak in a few 
campus locations due to College building construction 

Vacation Periods
go.middlebury.edu/calendars
During the fall term, there are breaks in October, 
November, and December. Students are allowed to 
remain on campus during the October and November 
breaks, although Dining Services closes for some 
portion of the November (Thanksgiving) break. The 
College closes completely during the December break, 
and dining halls are closed as well. During the February 
and March breaks, students may register to stay on 
campus and eat in the dining halls.
 

End of Semester Travel
If you want to arrange your travel plans now, you 
must depart by noon on Sunday, December 12, 
2010, which is the day after the last final exam of 
the fall 2010 semester. In the spring, the day after 
the last exam is Wednesday, May 18, 2011. Students 
who remain on campus past these deadlines 
without approval will be charged $400 per day. 
As you prepare to come to Middlebury, you may 
be making travel arrangements that include a trip 
home at the end of the fall or spring semesters. 
We do not approve requests for exam changes to 
conform to previously arranged travel plans.
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Working on Campus
go.middlebury.edu/seo
Middlebury offers a wide range of paid temporary 
and year-long campus positions, and many students 
choose to work in town as well. Certain forms of 
identification are required to complete the necessary 
employment forms: a student must show a passport, 
social security card, and/or birth certificate. These must 
be the original documents—no photocopies can be 
accepted—so it’s a good idea to bring them with you 
to Middlebury. Information for finding an on-campus 
job and the related hiring procedures can be found on 
the Student Employment Web page.

Common Reading
Included in this packet is a copy of  T.C. Boyle’s novel, 
Tortilla Curtain. It is accompanied by a letter from 
the Commons Heads. The purpose of this reading 
is to give the community a shared foundation for 
intellectual exchange. With this initial reading and the 
discussions that occur during Orientation, you will 
begin to consider what it means to embark on a liberal 
arts education and begin what we hope will become 
ongoing discussions about essential topics of intellectual 
and civic life. 

First-year Seminar
One of the four classes you will take in the fall semester 
will be a first-year seminar (see enclosed Registration 
Packet). Most of these classes are interdisciplinary 
in nature, and all of them place a strong emphasis 
on helping you to develop the strong writing skills 
that will be essential to your Middlebury education. 
Between June 14 and June 23, you will register your 
preferences online, and you will be notified through 
your Middlebury e-mail account of your class late in 
the summer.   

Registering conducted through BannerWeb is very 
straightforward. Follow the steps from your BannerWeb 
account after you have logged in for the first time. 
Instructions on logging in can be found on the 
Orientation website.

The first meeting of your seminar will take place on the 
second day of Orientation, and the structure of this class 
will vary.  While some professors use this first meeting to 
introduce Middlebury’s academic environment, others 
conduct this as a formal class, begin delving into the 
seminar topic, and issue assignments for the next class 
meeting the following week. 

Registering for Additional Fall Classes
When you select your seminar in June, you will also 
indicate your tentative choices for your three remaining 
fall courses. This helps us to estimate class sizes for the 
fall and plan accordingly, but it is not your official class 
registration. Before you register for your remaining 
courses on Friday, September 3, you will have had 
several opportunities to explore your options and to 
discuss them with your faculty advisor. 

• You will take Placement Exams as necessary. 
(Information on the exams is included in your 
Registration Packet in this mailing. As several of 
these exams need to be completed online before 
you arrive, it is important to review this chart 
carefully.) 

• Each student will have a 30-minute meeting 
with his/her adviser during Orientation. 

• There will be optional sessions offered by 
Middlebury’s Center for Teaching, Learning and 
Research (CLTR) staff on long-term planning, 
creating a balanced schedule, and other academic 
tips. 

• You will register for classes in a randomly 
assigned computer-designated order on Friday; 
your Registration number will be in your 
Orientation folder upon arrival. Although in 
subsequent semesters you will register for classes 
online, you will register for your first semester 
courses in person with faculty from every 
department available to assist you. 

15

intellectual community



We encourage our students to take full advantage of 
the breadth of our liberal arts curriculum. One way 
we support this process is through College distribution 
requirements. Middlebury’s distribution requirements 
can be found online (go.middlebury.edu/catalog). It is a 
good idea to consider how your selection of fall classes 
can help you to begin meeting these requirements. 

We find that students occasionally restrict themselves 
in their course selection unnecessarily because they 
do not believe a class will have relevance for their 
tentative career. We suggest that you visit our Career 
Services Web page, and in particular, their materials 
on the connection between academic majors and 
careers (www.middlebury.edu/academics/resources/
cso/students/exploration/majors). You may also find it 
useful to review the goals of Middlebury’s educational 
program (go.middlebury.edu/academics) and to 
consider your course selection with this in mind. 

Honor Code
Middlebury’s community is designed to support the 
creation of original academic work, and the appropriate 
inclusion and citation of the work of others. Our honor 
code is not a document imposed on our students by 
our faculty; rather, it is owned by all members of our 
community, and reflects our shared affirmation that 
integrity in all areas of life, and in the intellectual realm 
in particular, is paramount. 

During the Orientation program, and in the weeks 
that follow, new students will be able to explore 
Middlebury’s honor code from three different 
perspectives. During your first-year seminar meeting, 
your professor will provide you with a written copy 
of our Academic Honesty guidelines (online at 
go.middlebury.edu/honorcode). Your professor will 
review with you some of the basic principles of the 
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honor code and identify resources that can be helpful 
to you. Later in the Orientation program, all new 
students will congregate by Commons to hear current 
students’ thoughts about the honor code. At this event, 
you will sign your name to the honor code roster, 
which will subsequently be displayed and preserved 
as a formal record of your affirmation of these values. 
Finally, during the first few weeks of classes, student 
members of Middlebury’s Academic Judicial Board and 
Community Judicial Board will meet with each hall of 
new students to answer questions about our academic 
environment and the intellectual and social conduct 
we strive for. 



campus contacts
 Main campus number: (&#.""$.%&&&  Emergency/Public Safety: (&#.""$.%)!!
 All extensions use area code (&#

ACADEMIC ADMINISTRATION (Old Chapel), 443.5391

ADA—AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OFFICE (Meeker House), 443.5851; TTY, 443.7437

ATHLETICS (Field House), 443.5250

CCAL—CENTER FOR CAMPUS ACTIVITIES AND LEADERSHIP (McCullough Hall), 443.3103

CTLR—CENTER FOR TEACHING, LEARNING, AND RESEARCH (Library Suite 225), 443.3131

COMMONS OFFICES 
Atwater Commons (Allen Hall) 443.3310
Brainerd Commons  (Stewart Hall) 443.3320
Cook Commons  (Battell Hall, North) 443.3330
Ross Commons  (Ross Hall) 443.3340
Wonnacott Commons (Battell Hall, South) 443.3350

COUNSELING AND HUMAN RELATIONS (Centeno House), 443.5141

DEAN OF THE COLLEGE (McCullough), 443.5382

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY (Harnest House), 443.5911

DINING SERVICES (Freeman International Center), 443.5345

FYSE—FIRST-YEAR SEMINAR PROGRAM (Library), 443.5878

HEALTH CENTER (Centeno House), 443.5135

ISSS—INTERNATIONAL STUDENT AND SCHOLAR SERVICES (Carr Hall), 443.5858

LIS—LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SERVICES (Library), 443.5491

PREMEDICAL ADVISING (Adirondack House), 443.2455

REGISTRAR’S OFFICE (Forest Hall), 443.5770

SCOTT CENTER FOR RELIGIOUS AND SPIRITUAL LIFE (Hathaway House), 443.5626

SFS—STUDENT FINANCIAL SERVICES (Service Building), 443.5158
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August 2010
31 Tuesday Fall orientation begins

September 2010
5 Sunday Convocation
6 Monday Labor Day
  Fall term classes begin (8:00 a.m.)
9–10 Thurs.–Fri. ***Rosh Hashanah
10 Friday ***Eid al-Fitr
23–25 Thurs.–Sat. Clifford Symposium
24–26 Fri.–Sun. Alumni Leadership Conference

October 2010
8–10 Fri.–Sun. Fall Family Weekend
18–19 Mon.–Tues. Midterm recess
20 Wednesday Classes resume (8:00 a.m.)
21–23 Thurs.–Sat. Trustee meetings
22–24 Fri.–Sun. Homecoming

November 2010
7 Sunday Daylight Saving Time ends
17 Wednesday ***Eid al-Adha
23 Tuesday Thanksgiving recess begins 
  (4:15 p.m.)
25 Thursday Thanksgiving Day
29 Monday Classes resume (8:00 a.m.)

December 2010
2 Thursday ***Hanukkah
3 Friday Fall term classes end (4:15 p.m.)
6 Monday Examination period begins
7 Tuesday *Final examinations begin
9 Thursday Trustee meetings (off campus)
11 Saturday Examination period ends; 
  Recess begins
25 Saturday Christmas Day

* Fall exams scheduled Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday.
* Spring exams scheduled Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Monday, and Tuesday.
** Friday class schedule observed on Monday, May 9.
*** These religious holidays begin at sundown of the preceding day. 
 Dates are based on the lunar calendar and may vary.

January 2011
1 Saturday New Year’s Day
3 Monday Winter term classes begin 
  (8:00 a.m.)
28 Friday Winter term classes end; 
  Recess begins (4:15 p.m.)
29 Saturday Celebration for mid-year 
  graduates

February 2011
2 Wednesday Spring orientation begins
7 Monday Spring term classes begin 
  (8:00 a.m.)
17 Thursday Winter Carnival recess begins 
(4:15 p.m.)
17–19 Thurs.–Sat. Trustee meetings
18–19 Fri.–Sat. Winter Carnival

March 2011
9 Wednesday Ash Wednesday
13 Sunday Daylight Saving Time begins
25 Friday Spring recess begins (4:15 p.m.)

April 2011
4 Monday Classes resume (8:00 a.m.)
16 Friday *Student Research Symposium;  
  classes do not meet
17 Sunday Palm Sunday
19 Tuesday ***First day of Passover
22 Friday Good Friday
24 Sunday Easter; Orthodox Easter

May 2011
5–7 Thurs.–Sat. Trustee meetings
9 Monday Spring term classes end 
  (4:15 p.m.)
11 Wednesday Examination period begins
12 Thursday *Final examinations begin
17 Tuesday Examination period ends
21 Saturday Baccalaureate
22 Sunday Commencement

college academic 
calendar 2010–2011
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