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Illicit Crops and Bird Conservation Priorities
in Colombia

MARIA D. ALVAREZ

Columbia University MC 5557, 2960 Broadway, New York, NY 10027-5557, US.A.,
email mda200]@columbia.edu

Abstract: Over the last 5 years the amount of land in Colombia planted in fllicit crops, such as coca and
poppry, bas grown an average of 21% per year and may account for balf the total area deforested in 1998, 1
conducted a geographic analysis of the distribution of illicit crops relative to standing forests and areas of
conservation freiority for birds. Municipalities where illicit crops bave been defected were overlaid on a forest-
cover wmap of Colombia and two types of conservation priorities for bivds were plotted: distributions of threat-
ened species and minimum-area sels for conservation of all species. The sites of the bighest conservation
priority affected by iilicit crops were in the southern Andes, the northern West Andes and adfacent Darién
lowlands, the Sterra Nevada de Sanfa Marta, Servania del Perijd, and the Serrania de San Lucas. The largest
Sforested aveas threatened by illicit craps were in Amazonia and the Amazronian foothills of the East Andes,
sites of low conservation priority. Given current trends in the expansion of illicit crops and the narrow ende-
micity of some bivd species, the conversion of forests for illicit-crop cultivation may result in the extirpation of
several bird species from affected regions. To impede this, those involved in illicitorop evadication and alter-
native development showld give bigh priority to the protection of existing forest reserves and parks from the
Planting of filicit crops, Such efforts showld also extend to areas proposed for conservation based on the diver-
sity of threatened and endemic birds that are currently unprotected. The conservation of threatened and en-
demiic birds in Colombian forests may binge on successfully curbing incentives for deforestation, including
the international irade in {licit drugs.

Cultivos Hicitos v Prioridades de Conservacion de Aves en Colombia

Resumen: En Colombia la Herra sembrada con cultivos ilicitos, como la coca ¥ la amapola, ba crecido un
21% anual en los fltimos 5 afdos y podria dar cuenta de la mitad del drea deforestada en 1998, Realicé un
andlisis geogrdficn de la distribucion de cultivos ilicitos en relacion a bosques restantes v dreas de priovidad
v la conservacion de aves. Los municipios donde los cultivas idicitos fueron detectados ban sido sobrepes-
tos en un mapa de cobertura forestal de Colombia, sumados a dos tipos de priovidades de conservacidn de
aves: las distribuciones de aves amenazradas ¥ los confuntos de dreas minimas para la conservacion de todas
las especies, Los sitios de mads alta priovidad para la conservacion afectados por cultivos ilicitos estuvieron en
el sur de los Andes, la parte norte de la Corvdillera Occidental y las tierras bajas adyacenies al Davién, la Si-
erra Nevada de Santa Marta, la Sevvania del Perifd y la Servania de San Lucas. Los bosgues de mayor drea
amenazada por cultivos ilicitos se encuentran en la Amazonia y en el pledemonte amazdnico de la Cordil-
lera Oriental, sitios con baja prioridad de conservacidn. Dadas las tendencias actuales de expansion de estos
cultivos y el alto endemizmo de algunas especies de aves, la conversidn de bosques a culfivos dlicitos podria
provocar varias extinciones locales. Para impedir esto, [os involucrados en la ervadicacidn de cultivos ilicitos
¥ programas de desarrolio alternativo deberan dar alia priovidad a [a proteccidn de reservas forestales y
Pargues contra la siembra de cultivos ilicitos, Estos esfuerzos también deberdn extenderse a a las drveas de
conservacion propuestas con base en la diversidad de aves amenazadas ) endémicas que actualmente no
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Figure 3. Main protected areas in priovily areas for conservation of threatened and endemic birds significantly af-
Sected by illicit crofs ( World Conservation Monitoring Centre 2000; United Nations Drug Control Programme
20000, Forests (gray) in municipalities where illicit crops bave been detected.
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HOW HOT AIR FOREST CREDITS ARE BEING USED
TO ANVOID CARBOM TAXES IN COLOMBIA
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Carbon offsetting is not warding off
environmental collapse - it's accelerating it
George Monbiot

Wealthy companies are using the facade of ‘nature-based
solutions' to enact a great carbon land grab

O ‘Last year, forests being used as corporate offsets were incinerated by the wildfires raging across

North America.’ Photograph: Noah Berger/EPA

In Scotland, Shell is spending £5m extending the Glengarry forest. While
Scotland needs more trees, it also needs a much better distribution of land.
As big corporations and financiers pile into this market, land prices are risin
so fast that local people, some of whom would like to run their own
rewilding and reforestation projects, are being shut out.

A better strategy would be to spend money on strengthening the land rights
of indigenous people, who tend to be the most effective guardians of
ecosystems and the carbon they contain. Where communities don’t own
land, they should be funded to buy it back and restore its missing habitats.
But none of these projects should be counted against the fossil fuels we
should leave in the ground.

Yes, we need to restore life on Earth. Yes, we need to draw down as much
carbon as we can. But we cannot let this crucial tool be turned against us.

George Monbiot is a Guardian columnist

... as you're joining us today from Colombia, we have a small favour to ask.
Tens of millions have placed their trust in the Guardian’s fearless
journalism since we started publishing 200 years ago, turning to us in
moments of crisis, uncertainty, solidarity and hope. More than 1.5 million
supporters, from 180 countries, now power us financially - keeping us
open to all, and fiercely independent.

Unlike many others, the Guardian has no shareholders and no billionaire
owner. Just the determination and passion to deliver high-impact global
reporting, always free from commercial or political influence. Reporting
like this is vital for democracy, for fairness and to demand better from the
powerful.

And we provide all this for free, for everyone to read. We do this because
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PERU

Los mineros ilegales destruyen una reserva
natural en Peri

Un grupo de militares y guardaparques intenta proteger de la
explotacién minera ilegal a la reserva peruana Tambopata, uno de
los lugares con mayor diversidad biolégica del planeta. Algunos
expertos dicen que es demasiado tarde.
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What did we learn?

When it comes to the carbon offset debate, be specific. Don't generalize.

Be open to changing your mind.

Well designed, properly implemented, effectively regulated REDD+ projects are reducing deforestation in the tropics.

REDD+ projects can be especially effective on indigenous lands, ancestral territories (like Afro-Colombian territories in
the Colombian Pacific) and buffer/multiple use zones of protected areas.

Think critically but do your homework before criticizing.

Listen to the people on the ground, in the tropics, being affected by the projects.

Don't cherry pick worst case scenarios and then say they represent the norm.

Don't be naive. Be on the lookout for carbon cowboys, government corruption, and propaganda.

Beware of assuming that nesting, jurisdictional REDD, and “results-based” frameworks are improvements

Call for co-authors for article about Vision Amazonia and REDD analyst for Brazil.



How | evaluate REDD+ projects for Carbon Growth Partners
Organize and evaluate project documents
Identify and interview stakeholders
Identify and analyze threats to permanence (EJA and Mongabay)
Hone in on red flags (especially any related to project developer, governance and corruption)
Identify and test critical assumptions
Pay special attention to FREE and PRIOR INFORMED CONSENT ISSUES

Make recommendations

Visit projects

Help develop attractive proposals that benefit partners and communities (down payments, profit sharing, legal and
admin assistance, help with media, knowledge sharing, other)

We are a leading investment manager in
global carbon markets



THANKS!
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