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“When we speak of the ills of the world...
we are talking about things that happen to bodies.”
-Sonya Renee Taylor.
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Our skin, gender, sex, race, sexuality, culture and lived
experience Is never separate from the way we physically
move through the world.



RESEARCH QUESTIONS

How does embodiment and creativity
impact our engagement with an issue
or complex topic?

Can embodiment and creativity be tools
for facilitating understanding across
difference?

Can the practice of embodiment and
creativity generate increased empathy?




2. Understand how presence and physicality
can be used to help create empathy and
connection




EACH ARTIST RESIDENCY CONSISTED OF:

Free master class.

Lunch with interested students, faculty
and staff. Participating Departments:

Dance; Film and Media; Music;
English; Political Science;
of their work. Education Studies;
Environmental Studies;
Gender, Sexuality, and
Feminist Studies; and Luso-
Hispanic Studies.

Artist talk or lecture-demonstration

Interview with CT research interns.

Multiple Classes taught in departments

As well as multiple
Engaged Listening cohorts of
faculty and staff.

across the college.




INSPIRIT
DANCE
COMPAN

Global Body in Conflict 2023
Conflict Transformation Research Grant

JONES

Global Body in Conflict 2023
Conflict Transformation Research Grant

INSPIRIT, a dance company, was founded in 2000 by
forum for collaboration among emerging artists and L
contemporary dance works, developing the technical ab
of all genres, races, and genders, among others.
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MACNUT

Global Body in Conflict 2023
Conflict Transformation Research Grant

Ishmael Houston-Jones is a choreographer, —
author, performer, teacher, and curator. .
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Clobal Body in Conflict 2023
Conflict Transformation Research Grant

Toby is a queer, nonbinary-trans, disabled multidisciplina®
artist, author, and teacher whose work is informed by their
experience with fluctuating/multi-model disability, gender

fluidity, and queer identity.
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SLM DANCES

Global Body in Conflict 2023

Conflict Transformation Research Grant

Choreographer and performer, Makini (jumat

to engage in and encourage dialogue and comm e
queer folk to prioritize care, interdependence, and d :

DESARDOL

Global Body in Conflict 2023
Conflict Transformation Research Grant

Choreographer, director, dancer, lecturer of Passion Fruit Dance

Company, Tatiana Desardouin’s artistic practice centers on hip-hop
(11 . -

and house dance. “The foundation of my art is my deep Sydnie L. Mosley Dances (SLMDances) is a New York City-based dance-theater collective that works in communities to organize

commitment to recognizing and preserving all of Black culture’s

contributions to dance and society,” says Desardouin.

for gender and racial justice through experiential dance performance. The movement vocabulary fluidly integrates modern dance

techniques and movement of the African Diaspora, while dancers frequently use their voice with spoken text and audible breath.
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508 VOLUNTARY, ANONYMOUS RESPONSES
OVER THE COURSE OF 6 ARTIST RESIDENCIES

v® /s OF PARTICIPANTS NEVER PARTICIPATED IN
' ANY DANCE EVENTS OR COURSES ON CAMPUS

“The Workshop took
Me out of the Midg
bubble, | hag the
ppssibih'ty to be myself
IN collaboration with

others”




DEEPENING (EMPATHY

89% of participants responded "Agree" or "Strongly Agree" when asked if the workshop
helped with increased empathy or connection to other participants.
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[1 stromgly disagree -- 5 strongly agree]

Nearly 200 hand-written responses mentioned
connection to other participants and embodied
interactions leading to increase empathy,
awareness, and presence.
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How does embodiment and creativity impact our
engagement with an issue or complex topic?

“I learned that I am more capable
than I thought”

.“...navigating
discomfort without

WOords and how to

eXpress complex
1Sssues non
verbally”




