
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: You may begin working once both (A) the start date of your approved OPT period comes and (B) you physically have the Employment 
Authorization Document (EAD) card.  

During your approved post-completion OPT period, you have a total of 90 days of unemployment. Time spent between applying for OPT and your 
approved start date do not count toward unemployment. 

90 days prior to 
Program End Date 

Program End Date 
 (Indicated in I-20) 

60 days after 
Program End Date 

Get updated I-20 from ISSS 

You will receive an email with the 
recommendation date indicated 

Submit I-765 Form with USCIS 

Within 30 days of the 
recommendation date 

 

Wait for USCIS Approval/Deny/ 

Request for information 

Get EAD Card 

Start Working 

ISSS Processing  

(5-10 business days) 

Indicate OPT Start Date 

Apply to ISSS 

OPT Application Period 

OPT Start Date Window 

14 months after 
Program End Date 

60 days grace period 
(From EAD End Date) 

12 months of work eligibility 


