


Dear Middlebury Students,

By now you likely know that Middlebury College has a well-earned reputation for being a leader 
in putting the idea of sustainability into practice. It’s visible in the way we design and build our 
structures, the way we manage our waste, how we heat and power the campus, what we teach in and 
out of the classroom, our purchasing of food and goods, and much more. 

This graphic novel provides a closer look at our achievements and how they came to be. As you’ll 
see, much of our progress has been born out of the healthy relationships among our community of 
students, faculty, staff, trustees, and others. At the core of it, our achievements come from you, me, 
and us working together to address our big challenges. It is this effort as a community of applied 
learners that makes the greatest difference.

Sustainability can be a vague notion because it is such a big idea.  To some, it means being ‘green’ and 
keeping within the regenerative capacity of the earth. It can also mean being socially just and meeting 
present needs without diminishing the ability of future generations to meet their needs. To others, it 
is a set of best practices like reducing, reusing, and recycling; cutting meat consumption when possible 
and eating more vegetables; or biking to work. These kinds of practices are important and make a 
difference in creating a sustainable future when widely used.

However, in our rapidly changing world today’s best practice might not be tomorrow’s. This requires us 
to be aware of change and to create new rules and practices for getting to a more sustainable future. 
Here are some principles we use to guide our thinking about sustainability. I hope they will contribute 
to advancing your own evolution as a leader in sustainability learning and action during your time at 
Middlebury and long after:

1. Sustainability is human-centered — health and happiness are essential to sustainable communities. 
How we care for and protect the bounty and solace nature provides is key to our own well-being.  

2. Sustainability is systems-oriented — things are connected and work together often in ways that 
are not obvious. Foreseeing the dynamics of a change we make in one part of a system with respect its 
other parts help us make better decisions. 

3. Sustainability focuses on efficiency and the elimination of wastes — there is no value or benefit when 
wasting energy, water, natural resources, money, time, or human engagement.

4. Sustainability is about the future — our actions have impacts over time and on future generations. 
We need to learn from our past and carefully consider the long-term consequences of our choices.

This graphic novel is about the sustainability journey we are all on. Thank you for your efforts to make 
it a successful one — past, present, and future.

Sincerely,

Jack Byrne, Office of Sustainability Integration



















































“Gamaliel Painter’s Cane” (1917)

Verse 1: 
When Gamaliel Painter died, he was Middlebury’s pride, 

A sturdy pioneer without a stain; 
And he left his all by will, 
to the college on the hill, 

And included his codicil cane. 

Chorus:
 Oh, its rap rap rap, and it’s tap tap tap, 

If you listen you can hear it sounding plain; 
For a helper true and tried, as the generations glide, 

There is nothing like Gamaliel Painter’s cane.

Verse 2: 
Oh, his blessed bones are hid ‘neath a marble pyramid, 

For ever there in honor to remain; 
But he built us Painter Hall,
 noblest monument of all, 

And he left to us his courage in his cane. (chorus) 

Verse 3:
 So let every son of Midd strive to do as Painter did, 

Let him cultivate his muscle and his brain, 
When there’s studying to do 
or a center to go through, 

Let him summon up the courage of the cane.

This comic happened because the following individuals 
worked together to make it so: 

Written and Edited by:

     Jack Byrne
     Eva Fillion
     Malik Gomez
     Kevin Kite
     Sophie Robart

Illustrated and Designed by:

     Kevin Kite & Inkfall Studios



•Real Food Challenge
•Organic Farm
•Socially Responsible Investing
•Bike Shop
•Environmental Council
•Campus Sustainability Coordinators

•Sunday Night Group
•Weybridge House
•Solar Decathlon Houses
•Offi ce of Sustainability internships
•Recycling Center volunteering

visit go/sustainability for more information

To � nd out more about getting involved on campus, contact the O�  ce of Sustainability Integration: 

Jack Byrne       Eva Fillion
Director of Sustainability Integration   Sustainability Outreach Coordinator
jmbyrne@middlebury.edu     e� llion@middlebury.edu
802-443-5043      802-443-2536

There are tons of ways to get involved with sustainability 
at Middlebury College . . . and you can start by stopping 
into the Offi ce of Sustainability Integration.

From there you can learn about on-campus clubs
and opportunities such as:

So what can I do?So what can I do?

into the Offi ce of Sustainability Integration.
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