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Introduction: 
 
The Youth Ambassador for Peace Program was aimed to educate the youth of Tibetan refugees and 
local Ladakhi communities in the Ladakh region, northern India, on resolving conflicts and achieving 
sustainable peace. The beneficiaries of this program have become ambassadors for peace and 
reconciliation who will further inculcate the knowledge and practices essential to peacebuilding in their 
respective communities. 
 
In the year 1959, when a large number of Tibetans came into exile in India, the Indian government 
allowed the Tibetan refugees to live in the country. India currently hosts around 60,000 Tibetans in 
about 40 Tibetan refugee settlements in different parts of India. Sonamling Tibetan refugee settlement 
in Leh, Ladakh is the second-largest Tibetan settlement with around 7,000 refugees in 12 camps in 
addition to the nomadic camps in the border region of South Eastern Ladakh, India. Both the 
members of the program, having been born and brought up in the Tibetan refugee settlement in Leh 
Ladakh, have witnessed the growing tension and conflict between these two communities. Both the 
communities are highly misunderstood by the other, largely due to the lack of interaction increasing 
the existing gap. Sharing space and limitedly available resources add to the pre-existing conflict 
between the refugee and the host community.  
 
We both believe in resolving and preventing this growing conflict through educating the members of 
the communities particularly, the youth. We felt the need to create a platform where the youth can 
share their experiences, know each other better, understand the negative impacts of conflicts, and 
deliberate on peacebuilding measures. Hence, the implementation of this program was deemed 
crucial and timely.  
 
Program: 
 
A week-long summer/peace camp was organized for 20 Tibetan and Ladakhi youth (10 from each 
community). The age group of the participants vary from 18-30 years. The summer camp ensured 
gender inclusivity. During the period of one week, the participants were provided with guided-tours of 
cultural, traditional heritage centres and educational institutions of both the communities, capacity 
building workshops on conflict resolution and peacebuilding measures where participants got to 
interact with resource persons. Focus group discussions among the participants on shared 
experiences of conflict and ways to bring about peace through collaborative initiatives were highlights 
of the peace camp. Activities to introduce culture, history, language, tradition, etc. of the two 
communities through art and theatre brought the youth closer to each other. 
 
Impact:  
 
The Youth Ambassador for Peace Program is first of its kind in the region. The program gave birth to 
the Tibetan and UT Ladakh Integrated Program (TULIP) to bridge the gap between the two 
communities through dialogue, deliberation, and integrated activities. The ambassadors of the peace 
camp will remain permanent members of TULIP. The program focuses on undertaking collaborative 
activities serving the members of both the communities including protecting the environment, initiating 
cultural and educational exchange programs, and creating awareness on social causes among many 
others. After the peace camp, TULIP has successfully carried out a mass cleanliness drive in the 
region encouraging others to participate in these kinds of joint ventures. 
 
The Youth Ambassador for Peace Program (website link) has successfully created a network of the 
Peace Ambassadors with the local administrators including the Chief Executive Councillor of Ladakh 
Autonomous Hill Development Council, Members of Parliament, Chief Representative Officer, Tibetan 
Settlement, among many others, who pledged to extend their support in TULIP’s future activities.  
Knowledge and attitude surveys conducted among the participants before and after the peace camp 
indicated the admittance of existing conflicts among these two communities and also showed an 
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increased awareness on culture and history of the other community. The surveys also showed a 
greater level of understanding of each other’s position and a rise in the comfort level when it comes to 
sharing space with members of the other community. The participants’ feedback mentioned clarified 
misconception of and prejudices towards each other through this peace camp. All of the above 
responses imply beginning in the breakage of barriers through dialogue, discussions and deliberation, 
paving a way for building peace in a bottom-up approach. 
Challenges: 
As the world continues to grapple with the challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, the program 
host country India has been one of the greatest hit countries. When it was time for the program 
implementation, India had just recovered from the deadly second wave of the pandemic that left about 
300,000 to 400,000 people dead. The concerns related to the much anticipated third wave caused 
obstacles in scheduling the travel to the host site, arranging accommodation and ensuring safety of 
the participants. Despite these challenges, we were able to successfully carry out the peace camp as 
per our initial plan following COVID safety guidelines and state rules and regulations.  
 
Except for exchange homestay experiences, all deliverables of the program were successfully 
implemented. However, this activity was replaced with the next best option which was providing a 
guided tour of the refugee camps and an introduction to their lifestyles by a refugee camp leader. 
Regarding the pandemic related challenges, we would suggest future PfP grantees to keep an 
alternative plan of action for each of the deliverables. Connecting with a local person who helped us 
assess the situation on ground at the host site has immensely benefited us in planning and mapping 
out our program.  
 
Conclusion: 
As we carried out this program, the realization of existing conflicts in every part of the world not only 
grew stronger, but also the inevitability of conflicts gave us a purpose to strengthen collaborations. 
This program has further instilled our sense of universal responsibility in breaking down barriers. 
The experience of witnessing interaction of the youth from these two communities and being in an 
environment where enthusiastic and driven youth discuss ways to bring peace was uplifting and 
heart-warming. It was gratifying to have played a part in providing such an opportunity which we could 
not receive when we were younger. 
 
This program for peace in one of the most remote places in the world couldn’t have materialized 
without the generous financial support and inspiration from Davis Projects for Peace. This program 
has given a hope for peace and evoked a sense of oneness of humanity in a place which otherwise 
would have escaped the much needed attention. This program was a dream come true. 
“Peace begins with empathy, by recognizing conflicts, and promoting the willingness to resolve them. 
Learning to live together in harmony despite differences is peace in action”. - Tenzin Chemey and 
Tsering Yangdol 
 


