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Importance 
Each human being has a right to clean air, water, and land. Development and globalization has slowly 
infringed upon those rights in many countries. Currently, Belgrade is one of the most polluted cities in the 
world. My family, my friends and millions of other people wake up daily to a cloud of poisonous material in 
the air. Children are exposed daily to unhealthy air just by being outside. Rio Tinto, a mining company, 
will enter Serbia next year and exploit the most fertile land for lithium. The mine will be near Drina River 
and “the outpouring of inevitably polluted water, as well as underground water flows in the presence of 
arsenic, mercury and lead, would contaminate the entire river. Treatment with aggressive acids will 
produce poisonous gases that can spread within a radius of over ten kilometers, and which will corrode 
the skin and lungs of humans and animals” (Stop rudniku litijuma, Kreni Promeni). Such development has 
raised questions among the public, but sustainability is still an underdeveloped topic in Serbia. 
Nevertheless, change will come, and it is dependent on the youth to make a difference in the future.  

“Young people recognize that there is a problem, but don’t have enough knowledge, tools, or 
opportunities to take on concrete actions. Limited means for young people to network and connect with 
like-minded individuals in Serbia as well as a deficit of options to actively engage in the public discourse 
on sustainability and contribute to potential solutions, additionally discourages activism and reduces the 
desire to engage with the problem” (Climate Heroes, WWF Adria). 

I want to be a part of the solution and create a program that will bring environmental awareness closer to 
the youth. My goal is to educate the youth on environmental sustainability and then take them to Drina 
River where they will be able to connect with nature. Through a series of workshops, I plan to empower 
young people to start their own initiatives and come up with their own ideas and solutions to 
environmental problems in Serbia. I plan to collaborate with the EcoHub, an environmental NGO, and the 
Rafting Center at Drina, to introduce city high school children to the outdoors and emphasize the 
importance of saving what nature offers us. EcoHub is an excellent partner because they have already 
implemented ecological projects such as workshops, hackathons, and conferences. They have 
experience working with youth and they have partnered with many organizations, which will make our 
cooperation smooth and successful.  

I will raise awareness of the natural beauty and resources we need to keep in Serbia, and inspire the 
future generation of leaders to create change in Belgrade as they go on to their own careers. I will 
coordinate workshops with EcoHub which will produce knowledge that the participants will retain 
throughout their lives, and the expedition will present a fun experience where they will learn about 
sustainability as well as form a connection with the river. After the program, participants will be able to 
make more informed decisions and consider the world in a peacebuilding light where the environment is 
our greatest asset. 

Project Objectives 
I am committed to creating future leaders by empowering youth to implement their knowledge and skills 
about environmental sustainability. I will create workshops where the selected group forms strong 
relationships with each other and develops a love for outdoor activities where they are able to grow both 
spiritually and mentally, while they gain knowledge and discuss air pollution and environmental 
sustainability. 

Project Description 
Selection of candidates and preparation with weekly reading materials that educate on 
environmental issues and the future of Serbia (May-June 2022) 
I will compose an application which will be distributed at the beginning of May through EcoHub’s social 
media which will attract ambitious and curious youth of Serbia, selecting 30 participants by the end of 
May. EcoHub will also take part in the selection process. The application will be very detailed, and I will 
require several essays about the motivation and interests of the participants to ensure their excitement 
and commitment to the project. Throughout June, I will distribute weekly readings and viewing material 
that will provoke critical thoughts and prepare the students for the next steps. The readings will include 
global environmentalists such as Kimmerer, Carson and Thunberg who explore our connection to nature 



Za Vazduh, Vodu, i Zemlju (For Air, Water, and Land) 
Belgrade and Drina, Serbia, Summer 2022 

Bojana Drča, Serbia, Bowdoin College Class of ’24, Davis Scholar at the Taft School 

and expose the damage that has been caused to Earth and the fatal consequences for humans. I will also 
assign documentaries and movies such as The Biggest Little Farm and Seaspiracy which provide 
examples and advice on sustainable living. Participants will meet every week before July for two hours to 
discuss the material that has been given out that week. 

Workshops and collaboration with EcoHub (July 2022) 
I plan to create a week-long set of workshops, utilizing the model of “Youth Academy on Sustainability” 
organized by the European Youth Parliament (EYP) as well as the “Climate Heroes” project organized by 
WWF Adria Serbia to engage youth in the creation of practical solutions. Through panels, EYP 
encouraged dialogue, while Climate Heroes directly supported initiatives created by youth to fight climate 
change through monetary resources and mentoring. I plan to incorporate some of the approaches of both 
organizations to create interactive ways of engagement and to foster a community dedicated to 
sustainability. I plan to build a project where the 30 participants will have the chance to look at Serbia’s 
issues in more depth. I will focus on the Drina area outside the city and its preservation where participants 
will have discussions on sustainability in Serbia and propose initiatives. The projects will spark ideas in 
youth, who will then be able to develop their ideas within their communities.  

Expedition (July 2022) 
After the successful workshops, participants will have the chance to travel to Mountain Tara about three 
hours southwest from Belgrade to experience rafting on the beautiful Drina River. The expedition will be a 
collaboration with the Rafting Center Drina-Tara to accommodate a large group of people. The Rafting 
Center Drina-Tara prioritizes safety and has accommodated ages from 8 to 88, and they are the best 
rafting center in the region. This will be a three-day and two-night expedition where participants will be 
staying in bungalows and have meals provided. Insurance, tickets to the national park, services of guides 
and skippers, rafting equipment, parking and transfers are all also included in the price. “The skippers for 
rafting are without competition in the Tara Canyon, and in this part of the world! They are licensed by the 
IRF (International Rafting Federation) and by the Ministry of the Republic of Srpska. What is more 
important than licensing is, of course, their experience. The skippers have an average of over 150 days of 
rafting every year and this is what makes them the best” (Rafting Center Drina-Tara). 

The Rafting Center is guided by the principles of “Leave No Trace” which will inspire participants to apply 
such laws of protecting the environment in their lives and communities. In addition to engaging in 
activities and connecting to Serbia’s land, the participants will be required to participate in daily meetings 
and team building where they will connect the workshop discussions to their field experience. With the 
goal of newfound thinking and awareness about environmental issues, the expedition will lead to 
leadership in the schools of participants, and their knowledge will inspire future generations. 

Future Directions (August - September 2022) 
Upon the completion of the project, youth participants will have the choice about how to share their 
experience and move forward with their gained knowledge. They will have the option to share a 
presentation in their high school when returning to school in September. Additionally, participants can 
decide to volunteer with “Young Researchers of Serbia” which offer ecology volunteer camps in Serbia. 
Other options will also be considered based on the requests of students. After the participants complete 
their community immersion, they will be required to send a report about their experience and results. 
They will email their reports to me, where I will keep track of all 30 participants.  

Project Director 
I am an international student from Belgrade, Serbia and a sophomore majoring in Government and Legal 
Studies at Bowdoin College. As a Davis scholar at the Taft School and Bowdoin College, my international 
experience has opened my eyes to many cultures and views where I understand the power of 
communication and dialogue. Interested in global issues, I was a member of the European Youth 
Parliament of Serbia and Model United Nations at Yale and Cornell. At Bowdoin, as an active participant 
and future leader of the Outing Club, I value the connection between social issues and nature. I believe 
experiences in nature discussing global issues and sustainability will empower youth to take stances on 
social issues. After all, air, water, and land, contribute to our peace. 




