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Summary  
For Air, Water and Land developed young leaders who are ready and motivated to create a more 
sustainable future in Serbia. Through workshops and the rafting expedition, they examined their 
connection with nature, and created final presentations that elaborated on a solution for an environmental 
problem in Serbia. 
 
Project Description  
Sustainability is an undeveloped topic in Serbia, and I believe the youth have the power to create a more 
sustainable future. In Serbia, the education system is built in a way where students are the listeners, and 
the teachers are always right. They are taught to memorize and restate what the professor tells them. I 
wanted to create this educational program to challenge their critical thinking and make learning about 
ecology fun. I chose speakers and organizations that would be interesting, but also who are good 
educators and who would pose challenging questions and engage the audience. For the final project, I 
divided the participants into groups of four where they were allowed to choose a topic that they 
researched for an allotted time during the workshops. Their final project involved a presentation, where 
they explained an ecological problem in Serbia and proposed a solution or a strategic plan. I wanted to 
bring in creativity and make them critically think about all the aspects of a presentation as well as an 
ecological problem. My goal was for them to understand that no environmental problem exists in a 
vacuum. They researched the historical, scientific, social, economic, legal, and political realities of the 
chosen situation. The goals of the presentations were for them to become aware of environmental issues 
involving our inappropriate use of land, air, and water resources while recognizing the importance of 
these resources for individuals and society today. They learned about ways to prevent or correct these 
environmental problems. Additionally, they became aware of the people, agencies, and sources of 
information on these topics and practiced gathering information from these sources. Moreover, they 
learned the skills needed to prepare and give a good public presentation and gained experience applying 
those skills. 

I chose Serbia because it is my home, and I feel a deep connection with the people and the 
place. For so long I have wanted to have an impact, and I felt guilty being away studying in the US while 
my family and millions of people dealt with the consequences of the lack of concern for sustainability and 
green living. Because of my deep connection with the place and passion for the subject, it was easier for 
me to create connections with people with similar missions and goals. Local relationships allowed my 
project to be completely immersive. First, I connected with the European Youth Parliament, where I met 
Dalibor, a law student my age, who has been on the organizing and fundraising team of the parliament for 
several years. He began advising me on my project in April and was my support throughout, sharing tips 
about event preparation, spaces, food and hotels. EYP also marketed my project on their social media. 
Without him, the project would have looked different because I would not have his insights on event 
management and preparation. Additionally, I connected with two staff members from EcoHub, who joined 
in a panel and were also a part of a jury tasked to examine and comment on the final presentations of the 
participants. Their expertise allowed for this project to be completely professional. Moreover, I also had a 
partnership with Connecting, a nonprofit that works with youth, and specifically their project Youth4Air that 
is supported by UNICEF and the Embassy of Norway. Additionally, my wonderful volunteers made the 
project happen. Nevena was the photographer for the project, and she created beautiful pictures, as well 
as filmed interviews of participants and their experiences. Apart from being the photographer, Nevena 
helped with everything else I needed, and was an incredible mentor to the participants as well as helping 
them with presentations. Additionally, another volunteer, Hana, from southern Serbia, provided support in 
the hostel for the participants not from Belgrade. 

There were some difficulties. At first it was difficult to find participants. I had believed that by 
partnering with EYP, who organize events for youth throughout the whole year with hundreds of 
attendees, I would not have any problem finding interested participants. However, even with their 
marketing, I was unable to find people. I realized this was because summer in Serbia is different than the 
summer in the US. It is shorter, and most of the people are on vacation and are not working during the 
summer. That is why many people are unavailable and the city is empty. This was true also when I was 
trying to find partnerships and speakers. Many of them did not reply or said that they were on vacation. In 
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Serbia, much shuts down in the summer, while in the US people are always working. With this issue, I 
knew I needed to act fast to get applicants and that is why I expanded my application to include all of 
Serbia. Through Instagram ads I was able to receive more than double the number of applicants than 
what I needed. Looking back, I realize that expanding the applicant pool was a good decision because 
the group of participants selected to attend turned out to be incredible and ambitious. In particular, the 
people from the smaller villages had great appreciation for this kind of opportunity and were so willing to 
participate and create change. They were from all parts of Serbia, including incredibly polluted locations, 
and therefore were able to add to the discussion tremendously with their insights.  

There are so many opportunities for me to continue to work on this issue. Now I have contacts 
and connections with many ecological organizations and people in Serbia including WWF Adria, EcoHub, 
EYP, Connecting, and many incredible people in this sphere. I had speakers from the two biggest 
organizations fighting against the mining company Rio Tinto, which was my inspiration for the project. I 
was incredibly happy when representatives from Kreni Promeni and Marš sa Drine came to talk to the 
participants, as they are the most famous activist organizations in Serbia. With the network, I will be able 
to continue working on sustainability and youth action, and as I said to all my partners – this is not the 
end, but only the beginning of our working together and bringing a more accessible and sustainable 
future.  
 
Reflection  
I define peace through interconnectedness with human beings. I find peace in empathy and 
understanding. It is in compassion. When we can relate to one another, and love each other regardless of 
our differences, that is when we find peace. It is when nationality, socioeconomic status, race, gender, 
and religion do not represent a barrier, but a connecting point to a mutual peace, because only together 
will we be able to grow and reach a future livable for all.  

My project contributed to peace through the young people that attended the project. Their 
personal development will lead to a brighter Serbia and to a brighter future. They gained skills, 
knowledge, experiences, friendships, and insights that will follow them for the rest of their lives. Several of 
them said that it “was the best experience ever,” and that “those were the best days of my life.” The 
biggest aspect of peace I saw was when I was observing participants who were listening and asking 
thoughtful questions to me or the guest speakers. Additionally, I witnessed their interest in finding 
solutions demonstrated in the presentations, as well as when their faces lit up while we spent time in 
nature. It was heartwarming to see them laughing with each other and appreciating this beautiful Earth 
and our beautiful region. To me laughter is peace, and long term, they need to continue to laugh, and 
have gratitude, leading to action.  

Nevertheless, there were difficulties in group dynamics for the final project. There was conflict 
between people in the groups, concerning the dividing of work, and choosing topics. However, this is all a 
part of the experience, as learning how to function in groups is necessary for any career, and I believe 
even though some of the groups had difficulties, they learned from it and will be better teammates in the 
future. 

This project has completely changed the way I think about the world. I realized that anyone can 
create change if they desire. I realized that all the people and organizations fighting for sustainability and 
a better future in Serbia, are willing to collaborate and they want young people to be engaged. I realized 
that there is so much hope for the new generations who are full of energy and excitement to change the 
world. I realized all of us are just humans, who desire connection, and happiness. The project made me 
realize that I am only an email or a word away from real action and a sustainable future. 
 
Personal Statement 
I cannot describe how fulfilled and happy I felt by the end of this project. I cannot describe the feeling, 
when I felt like I was doing something for a purpose and that I was making an impact. I also realized how 
much such an experience changes the lives of the young people. I am so grateful for this opportunity, 
where I realized that peace does not come from the outside. It is in us, in each one of us, and it is 
activated when we help and interact with one another. ~Bojana Drča 


