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Summary: The goal of my project was to co-create a summer program workshop series with local Asian 
American organizations in the Boston area to build a sense of racial identity and for youth participants to 
recognize themselves as community members who are also agents of social change. Specifically, my 
community partners and I sought to provide a physical and virtual space for young Asian American 
women, transgender, and non-binary youth in which they are able to feel confident and celebrate 
themselves.  
 
Project Description: The project’s urgency stems from the rise of overt anti-Asian violence. This includes 
the Atlanta shooting in March 2021 of six Asian women and over 9,000 instances of anti-Asian violence 
reported nationally since the pandemic. The traumatic effects of violence aimed at our Asian communities 
are felt across age, gender, class, and ethnic background.  
 
Because of heightened COVID-19 rates in Boston, as well as some of our participants being far from our 
physical space in Dorchester, I followed a hybrid approach to my program to allow for flexibility in regards 
to participants being able to attend sessions in person for 3 of the 7 sessions, as well as providing 
transportation support to participants who do not have access to public transportation. The Viet-AID 
Community Center proved to be a functional location for our in person sessions as it was conveniently 
located near public transportation and also provided free parking. 
 
I collaborated with members from the Asian American Resource Workshop (AARW), an Asian American 
political organizing group in Boston, while operating out of the Asian Coalition MA (ACMA), an advocacy 
collective for Asian American youth across Massachusetts. AARW acted as a fiscal sponsor for our 
program, and ACMA was a space we could do outreach. I also partnered with Sifu Mai Du, who taught 
self-defense classes for the program and has had an extensive history in mobilizing the Asian American 
community for ethnic studies. In addition, I invited Pampi, a local South Asian mixed-media artist, to host 
a community self-defense and yoga workshop for participants.  
 
In my original proposal, I intended to hire 3-4 co-facilitators. However, with a desire for program 
participants to be connected with additional community partners, it was more sustainable to work with 
another youth co-facilitator from ACMA for the entire duration of the program and have two guest 
facilitators from AARW, Pampi and Sifu Mai respectively.  
 
In my proposal, I intended to close out the program with a panel of Asian American elders to discuss their 
experiences. However, due to conflicting schedules, I opted to replace the event with a workshop hosted 
by Pampi and a celebration in which our participants were able to feel confident and powerful within their 
bodies upon leaving the program. I hope to initiate the original panel in the future.  
 
In order to be able to provide program materials, rent space, provide meals, as well as provide stipends 
for my co-facilitator, guest workshop speakers, and participants, we received two grants from the New 
England Grassroots Fund ($5400), as well as HateisaVirus ($5000). I have also received a stipend to 
cover student expenses ($5400). 
 



Reflection: Within this project, peace is defined as working towards racial justice by creating a safer 
community for Asian identifying femmes and transgender and gender queer youth. The workshop series 
focused on building a sense of racial identity and community. By having our curriculum focused on an 
introductory series to Asian American histories to be analyzed from a gender/sexuality viewpoint as well 
as introducing concepts to transformative safety, community, and social justice, youth participants were 
able to recognize themselves as agents of social change. In a group activity during our second in-person 
session, participants were asked to describe what collective care and community meant to them. Some 
participants responded with “This program where we are talking/learning together. No matter how much 
you know, this demonstrates as a space of collective care and community.” By having the necessary 
space to heal from anti-Asian violence, youth have been able to collectively process and create their own 
visions as to what racial justice may look like and how they can be change-makers within the Boston 
community. 
 
My co-facilitator and I met weekly in May of 2022 to plan curriculum, reflect, and provide feedback for 
each other in regards to our partnership, and determine what we could amend for future workshops. Both 
of us had trouble finding a time to meet as we also had other commitments but were able to keep each 
other updated. 
 
I amended the curriculum throughout the summer to emphasize a focus on Asian American histories and 
movements, as well as prioritizing space for dialogue throughout our 7 sessions together. I was able to 
gather 15 participants between the ages of 16-24, all of whom identify as Asian American across 
Southeast Asian, South Asian, and East Asian diasporas. Due to language barriers (some participants 
were recent immigrants) and difference in understanding concepts and theories, I made my curriculum 
accessible by taking time to clarify content and providing space for participants to ask questions. In 
addition, my co-facilitator and I made a virtual resource book1 for those could not make it to a session, or 
would like additional resources.  
 
From initiating this project throughout the summer, I’ve learned the importance of transparency, logistical 
work, and accessibility. Many of the terms and concepts regarding Asian American identity, 
transformative justice, and safety were new to our participants. It was also important to be mindful that 
while our participants all identified as Asian American, many had intersecting identities such as being 
Muslim, queer, transgender, and non-binary. Being that both my co-facilitator and I identify as cis-gender 
women, it was important for me and my participants to have a transparent conversation about our 
intersectional identities, and how even our own gender markers as cis-women can be privileged.  
 
This is the first initiative prioritizing discussions around safety, community, and identity for young Asian 
people by young Asian people, and there is still work to be done. I have received requests from other 
women of color and community members about the possibilities of moving this program from an affinity 
space for Asian youth to a diverse space in which we can have conversations regarding cross-racial 
solidarity. After conducting mid-point and post-program surveys with young people, 100% of participants 
who responded would recommend a friend or someone they know to do the program. This project has 
inspired me to envision what this program can look like as a full-time summer program or even after-
school program for youth across the Boston area.  
 
After completing this project, we have a remainder of our budget available. The remaining funds will be 
held by our fiscal sponsor, AARW. I hope to direct the funds to more programming in the future, such as 

 
1 The provided link leads to a copy of the resource book, as the original one contains private contact information of participants 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jUSDa52ODSoYSPMhMNkS0xbQ08vaJBI2ST3u2ZGX6kk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jUSDa52ODSoYSPMhMNkS0xbQ08vaJBI2ST3u2ZGX6kk/edit?usp=sharing


hosting more educational workshops or even compensating  young people who have been volunteering 
with Asian Coalition Massachusetts.  
 
Personal Statement: Growing up as a young Asian-American woman, I tended to be the only Asian 
youth in spaces where transformative justice, safety, and experiences related to my racial and gender 
identity were discussed. Thus, I am proud to have initiated this program as a space for young Asian 
people to discuss our identities and experiences while also prioritizing self-defense lessons that have 
allowed the participants to feel confident within themselves and their bodies. This was not just another 
service project, but rather a formation of a communal space that was much needed virtually and 
physically. 
 
 
 
 


