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Comprising of 992 islands, the Solomon Islands is the second poorest nation in the Pacific region, 
with a population of over 700,000, where 70% are young men and women under 35. With one of 
the highest birth rates at 2.5% and lowest literacy rates (17% adult literacy), the rapidly burgeoning 
youth population, coupled with limited employment and education prospects, raises the risk of 
civil unrest and social/political instability. November 24-27 of 2021 saw a series of demonstrations 
and violent riots erupt in the capital Honiara from what started as a peaceful protest to render 
frustration against the national government. Buildings were set ablaze, shops looted, and amid the 
hostility were youth and children. Riots are the culmination of many flashpoints that have fueled 
resentment among Solomon Islanders, where alienation and disenfranchisement are arguably felt 
across the country, and democracy and the protection of human rights, especially in ethnic 
recognition and inclusion, are struggling. 

At this juncture, the nation is standing at a crossroads with two pathways ahead of us: a 
demographic dividend or a demographic time-bomb. To overcome a long history of unrest and 
ingrained divisions within society, a fresh-thinking generation of civil society, committed to 
democracy, its processes and a strong human rights ethic, is required to foster a demographic 
dividend for Solomon Islands. In acknowledging that youth are future leaders and recipients of 
political decision-making, this project aims to help youth develop skills to become responsive, 
networked, united, informed and articulate on issues related to democracy. 

In 2015, I founded my social enterprise, Millicent Designs (Ltd), where I specialize in combining 
our traditional oral histories (Kastom Stories) with infographic design to bridge knowledge gaps 
between socio-political fractures, development projects and rural communities. My award- 
winning innovative communication tool, ‘Kastom Stori Taem’ has a proven track record of 
successfully translating complex systems and ideologies that allow Solomon Islanders to 
effectively understand foreign concepts and make informed decisions concerning sustainable 
development. Leading communications for two consecutive National General Elections, I 
designed a civic campaign for our Electoral Commission (UNDP contract) targeted at youth called 
‘Value Your Vote’. This experience highlighted the huge knowledge gap and disconnection among 
young Solomon Islanders, and their understanding of democracy, the role of their MPs, and 
democratic processes. 

Following the November riots, I conceptualized a graphic guide to explain our democratic 
system using our traditional ‘Dami’ culture, a process deeply embedded in our livelihoods. Dami 
stems from our traditional egalitarian social structures and refers to a gathering over betelnut and 
sharing ideas and stories. As a preliminary scope during my ideation, I ran a poll to identify the 
need and gaps in our democratic processes where youth wanted to understand more about. The 
results have informed the graphic guide. 

Young Solomon Islanders are interested in enhancing their situation, being heard, and creating a 
more equitable society for themselves and their community. By increasing their understanding of 
their role in elections, democratic processes, their rights, roles of their MPs, etc., they can pass it 
down to their children and enlighten their elders. Peace cannot be achieved at the national arena if 
it is not fostered at home and in communities. 

The Project Activities 
The purpose of this project is to equip young Solomon Islanders with the knowledge, skills and 
tools to help them understand the concepts of ‘democracy’, ‘human rights’ and ‘sustainable 
development', as well as advise on how to maintain youth groups with coalition power to bring 
change to their communities (petitioning, protesting, campaigns, etc.) through a contextualized 
guide that is easily digestible and targeted to their learning needs. 



 
As an Obama Scholar at Columbia University, I have been utilizing my time and resources to 
undertake extensive social research around democracy and understand how to create a learning 
society. The Dami interpretation to translate democracy is also underway and is being verified by 
individuals within my network, including the head of the civic education department at our 
National Parliament. 
 
Davis Peace Grant will support the production of the ‘Dami Guide’ and a pilot program to train 
40-50 youth community leaders between 26-38 years old (4-5 per Province of 10 – Honiara 
included) over the summer. Recognizing the peace-making role played by women during the 
ethnic tension (1998-2003) and the history of domestic violence, the project will make particular 
efforts to empower young women in the peace building process. 
 
Each province in the Solomon Islands has an established Youth Caucus (YC), under the auspices 
of the Provincial Government, which community/ward youth leaders are members of. From my 
previous roles, I have direct links to these networks that I have mobilized for youth empowerment 
trainings I’ve facilitated. Their YC will select participants and be invited to undergo a 3-day boot- 
camp to be trained on using the toolkit and build their capacity. Upon completion of the training, 
they are expected to incorporate into their YC annual activities to train their members, who can 
then transfer the knowledge to their communities. 
 
Indicators of Success: 
Through this pilot project, I hope to: 

• Increase the understanding and knowledge of participants on concepts of democracy and 
citizenship. At the start of the training, participants will be asked to complete a baseline 
survey, followed by an end-line survey, after receiving training. These surveys will be used 
to measure the comprehensibility and effectiveness of the toolkit, as well as increased 
awareness. 

• Participants will also produce their own action plan to use the lessons and toolkit to train 
the members of their YC's, which will be monitored quarterly. A separate baseline and 
end-line survey will be used to measure the impact their training program has had on their 
members. 

 
Goals for Sustainability 
Based on the results of the pilot, I hope to further develop the accessibility of the ‘Dami Guide to 
Democracy’ by exploring a partnership with our National Parliament civic education department 
and/or the Solomon Islands Ministry of Traditional Governance, Peace and Ecclesiastical Affairs 
to support further distribution of the graphic guides across the country and the training of younger 
Solomon Islanders to be agents of peace and nation-building. Access to the internet is also growing 
across the archipelago, and I plan to maximize the opportunity by offering a digital version of the 
guide and toolkit. 
 
Through this project, I hope to contribute towards creating a learning society where young 
Solomon Islanders as informed critical thinkers are more confident in participating in 
conversations about political and democratic issues that concern them. To be connected to how 
their vote impacts their livelihoods, and their future. To be aware of not just their own rights, but 
the rights of others, to see above our differences and foster enabling environments for a peaceful 
Solomon Islands. 
 
Tagio Tumas. 
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