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Summary: In a nutshell, Reimagining STEM Education in Eswatini focused on setting up a fully functional 
computer lab at a rural school in Eswatini and developed a three-week computer bootcamp for students 
of the same school in their final year of studies. In addition, we set up a Mathematics revision podcast in 
Siswati to assist students as they prepare for final examinations. 

 

Section I: Narrative 

This summer I can confidently say that as a team we were able to carry out a project bigger than  

us, one that will certainly have a lasting impact in the Manyovu community. Our collective desire to make  

a difference in our community led us to set up a computer lab at Manyovu High School, organize a three- 

week computer literacy bootcamp as well create a Mathematics revision podcast aimed at assisting  

students in their final year of high school as they prepare for external examination.   

In Eswatini, around 20 000 students graduate high school each year, yet just about 7% of those  

are able to continue into tertiary institutions. Stark differences also exist in the educational resources  

between rural and urban schools which is usually manifested in poor performance by students in rural  

schools compared to their urban counterparts in the final year national high school exams (also known as  

Form 5). Indeed, I consider myself fortunate to have gone to a rural school near Siphofaneni as well as  

an urban school in the heart of the capital of Eswatini, Mbabane. I was able to experience the unequal  

educational outcomes at first hand. For instance, when I was at Ka-Boyce High in Mbabane, it was  

common to hear of fellow school mates who had been admitted to the national university with others  

even going abroad to pursue their university education while that was almost beyond my dreams when I  

was still at Siphofaneni. A careful reflection on the unfortunate realities faced by rural students is what  

sparked the idea for this project. 

I would define peace as the state of affairs in which members of a society live harmoniously with  

one another. In the absence of peace conflict, unrest and confusion ensues. In the short term, I believe  

this project contributes to peace by playing a role in bridging the gap between those that are privileged  



and those that are under privileged in rural Eswatini. In the long term, I believe this project will inspire the  

young people that we interacted with this summer to seek to make a difference in their communities.  

We decided to pursue the project at Manyovu High School because some of our members had  

been there before to motivate students and equip them with essential study skills for exam preparation.  

As such we were familiar with the problem of inadequate resources that the school was facing. The  

remote rural location of the school also convinced us that it is the one that would benefit the most from  

the installation of a computer system. It is also relatively new, with the first batch of students having been  

admitted in 2015.  

Working with Manyovu students during the computer literacy bootcamp was satisfying experience  

because the students were eager to learn and were visibly fascinated by what we had on offer. Prior to  

the project commencement we were able to involve some STEM teachers in the curriculum design and  

they were of great help during the tutoring and teaching sessions. They were helpful throughout and went  

an extra mile to ensure smooth progression of the bootcamp. For example, they volunteered to teach the  

Microsoft Office applications.  

Be that as it may, we did encounter some challenges. Firstly, transport to Manyovu was not  

reliable. This meant that it was not even easy to budget for transport as cost varied depending on the  

options we had available on that particular day. We also lived far away from the host site which meant  

we travelled for long hours and often arrived back at home late at night. During the tutorials we  

discovered that the internet network was generally not reliable in the area which slowed us down in  

certain sessions especially when doing exercises that required all students to have access to the  

internet. This is indeed another curse of living in a rural area in Eswatini. Our project also had to come to  

an unexpected halt for two days as there were threats of violence in all schools in the country due to  

civil unrest. Luckily, it did not escalate to a level beyond control, and we were able to resume after those  

two days. 

I am glad we were able to carry through with project till the end because there were indeed  

times when we doubted whether the project was going to be a success or not. For instance, during the  

preliminary logistics planning of the equipment needed for a computer lab we quickly realized that we  

had underestimated the items that we had to set in place before the program began. Talking to a  

number of suppliers and computer experts certainly helped. During the first few days, I often wondered  

whether we were going to be able to through the transport challenges for the entire duration of the  

project, but we quickly learnt to take one day at a time and remain flexible with our plans. 

 



Personal Statement: I believe this project was valuable not only to the students of Manyovu who were  

able to gain computer literacy skills from scratch, but it was also important to the leaders as it honed our  

communication skills, teamwork and innovativeness, attributes that will serve us well in the future  

regardless of what we choose to pursue. 

 

 


