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Project Summary
The “Digital Storytelling for Social Change” project provided a platform for young people to harness the
power of digital media and storytelling to address social ills in Zimbabwe. Through a speech and writing
competition and 3 digital storytelling workshops, young people were equipped with knowledge and skills
on how to effectively use their writing and public speaking skills to advance sustainable development.

Project Description
As young people from Zimbabwe with vast knowledge of the dynamics of power and leadership in
socioeconomic decision making processes, we chose to explore avenues to amplify youth voices in
existing closed spaces. The continued outcries from Zimbabwean youths for opportunities to be heard
and acknowledged for policy building and implementation procedures nudged our team to focus this
project on initiatives that could allow young people to share their ideas towards social change whilst
utilizing efficient platforms for communication. Due to the effectiveness of digital media platforms in
information dissemination across geographies, we decided to incorporate digitization into our project. This
was coupled by our prolonged commitment to pioneering grassroots storytelling in Africa through our
existing initiative, Think Afrika. We ought to encourage the use of digital media and storytelling to advance
social change. Our main objectives for this “Digital Storytelling for Social Change” project were

● To encourage the use of storytelling as a tool for social change
● To create a platform for youth to share their ideas towards sustainable development
● To promote the use of digital media as a tool for advocacy

As the editors of Think Afrika, a grassroots storytelling platform that highlights Africa’s standing in various
economic, political, and social frameworks, we designed a speech and writing competition themed “Youth
Towards Sustainable Development.” Young people were tasked to share their ideas on how Zimbabwe
could scale up its actions towards achieving the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Each entrant could either submit a 600-800 word essay or a 4-5 minute video to convey their proposals.
The competition ran for ~6 weeks, starting on June 13th and ending on July 22nd. We extended the initial
deadline from July 15th to avail more time for youths to refine their ideas. We partnered with TisuMazwi
Consultancy, a local media and communication social enterprise, to facilitate the adjudication process and
public relations.

Overall, the competition attracted over 100 essay and video submissions from across Zimbabwe’s ten
provinces. Most submissions were centered on SDG 1 (No Poverty), SDG 3 (Good Health and
Well-being), SDG 4 (Quality Education), SDG 5 (Gender Equality), and SDG 13 (Climate Action). These
reflected the areas which young people prioritized most to guarantee sustainable development. Based on
this outcome, we managed to fulfill one of our main objects for this project: To create a platform for youth
to share their ideas towards sustainable development. We are in the process of publishing some
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exceptional entries on our website. Our initiative gained nation-wide recognition and was featured in
national newspapers thrice:

● Building narratives: Think Afrika: Driving digital storytelling for social change (The Standard)
● Think Afrika Announces Competition Winners (The Standard)
● UZ Student wins storytelling contest (The Herald)

Due to the wide range of provinces from which the entrants resided, we decided to forgo the idea of
hosting an awards ceremony in Harare. The cost of reimbursing all participants for accommodation and
transportation expenses would exceed our estimated figure. In turn, we delivered the top prizes to the
respective winners. The first prize winner received a laptop whilst participants in second and third place
received smartphones each. Youths in fourth and fifth place received tablets each whilst the remaining
participants received digital certificates.

To further equip young people with knowledge and skills on digital storytelling, we partnered with
Dominican Convent High School Harare, a local girls learning institution, to conduct two in-person training
sessions for its junior and senior students. The topics covered included Effective Digital Media Use,
Blogging for Impact, and Advocacy through Storytelling. We held another virtual training workshop to
accommodate youths in various geographical locations. Overall, we trained over 250 young people.

Based on the outcome of this project and partnerships we have developed, there is potential to make the
speech and writing competition an annual event. The competition theme will vary yearly whilst the digital
storytelling workshops continue both in-person and online. Winners of the competition could receive
mentorship and internship opportunities at our partner’s offices, TisuMazwi Consultancy. With additional
financial support, this vision can come to fruition and capacitate youth with relevant advocacy and digital
storytelling skills.

Reflection

Peace is the ability to coexist with individuals whose social, political, and economic standings may not
entirely align with our own. Peace is reflected when we acknowledge the existence of interpersonal
differences and choose to embrace them within our ecosystems. The “Youth Towards Sustainable
Development“ speech and writing competition welcomed progressive ideas from people of different
backgrounds, promoting intergenerational engagement in the process. We embraced the diversity of
thoughts and provided young people with an opportunity to express themselves fully through speech and
writing. By publishing selected articles on our platform for wider reach, we helped amplify youth voices
and gave them reassurance that their ideas were valid and worth sharing. This project brought to light the
challenges faced by young people in contributing to communal development. There are still minimal
spaces for youth to share their thoughts and ideas towards sustainable development. Unless
governments and civil society groups actively integrate youth voices in their development programs,
policies and initiatives will still be exclusionary of young people. In the long-term, we wish to continue
mentoring youths to utilize digital storytelling as a tool for social change. We hope to see these ideas
shaping present and future policies. In my personal capacity, this project has challenged me to continue
advocating for youth inclusion in all sectors. As l continue navigating my path towards becoming a global
changemaker, I am propelled to create more initiatives which empower youths in marginalized
communities to actively participate in establishing sustainable development. Through entrepreneurship,
design thinking, and continuous skills training, this can become a reality.
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Juliana Makonise - “Digital storytelling is one of the many ways to encourage young people to actively
engage in community development whilst integrating creative advocacy skills. This project was a stepping
stone towards youth inclusion in ideating ideas to achieve sustainable development.”


