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NARRATIVE REPORT 

 
Summary 
Visibility Forward seeks to promote peace and combat rising violence by increasing awareness of Asian 
American history. To that end, the organization researched and created five original lesson plans and 
disseminated Asian American books, posters, and various other classroom supplies for schools 
throughout North Carolina.  
 
Project Description 
Anti-Asian American prejudices have always been present in our individual lives, and the recent 
pandemic and spike in anti-Asian American violence exposed how detrimental such prejudices are with 
regards to the safety and wellbeing of all Asian Americans. Our personal experiences informed us on the 
importance of combating such prejudices early, and so we naturally chose education as our primary 
approach, seeking to properly educate our society’s younger generations on the importance of Asian 
American history. 
 
Our project targets high schools, the highest level of standardized education students receive during their 
formative years. Our initiative centered on community input and feedback from AAPI leaders and 
teachers. As alumni of North Carolina public school systems and undergraduates at UNC-CH, we were 
well-positioned to connect with past teachers, work with community organizations, and collaborate with 
professors to advocate for AAPI representation. 
 
We worked alongside teachers, professors, and historians to develop high-quality lesson plans, culturally 
representative curricula, and a compilation of AAPI history resources for educators. We researched and 
compiled a list of AAPI-centered lesson plans and resources for easy reference for educators. Lastly, we 
redesigned and relaunched our website based on feedback from current educators to better understand 
and serve their needs; this included providing more tangible resources and ways for visitors to connect 
with us and our work. 
 
Rather than collecting feedback after our resources had been launched across the state, we decided to 
collect feedback from select educators that would be able to pilot our resources in five classrooms and 
provide more extensive feedback. This approach allowed us to test our classroom kits and lesson plans in 
a pedagogical environment, receive feedback and iterate, then send out the best possible kits after the 
pilot. Thus far, we are working on our second iteration of our lesson plans and will send out 50 additional 
kits, reaching more than 5,000 students, in the next month. To that end, we have also promoted outreach 
through stories in The Daily Tar Heel, the university’s newspaper, as well as published interviews with the 
Carolina Center for Public Service. These stories will help us continue to facilitate the dissemination of 
our materials throughout the state.  
 
Outside of Projects for Peace, we also received grants from the Robert E. Bryan Fellowship, the Rajendra 
Foundation in partnership with Vital Voices, and the Batiste International Women’s Day Grant Project. 
 

https://www.visibilityforward.org/


Beyond the Projects for Peace grant period, we believe that there are still important and necessary 
opportunities for continuing to advocate for the inclusion of Asian American history in the classroom. We 
will continue adding resources to our digital resource lists, integrating feedback from educators as we 
scale our project, and looking beyond direct interventions in the classroom to district and state-wide policy 
solutions. Long-term, we hope to advocate for legislation mandating the teaching of Asian American 
history across North Carolina. 
 
Reflection 
Peace is the practice of compassion and the active promotion of belonging. From the proliferation of a 
hatred epidemic to the persistence of public health emergencies, society today faces countless schisms 
that threaten to tear communities apart. Peace is the tether that mends the fraying connections between 
groups. Peace is the intangible that inspires individuals to demonstrate solidarity and support one 
another. Peace, ultimately, is the unification of fractured individuals into a collective framework of 
empathy.  
 
At Visibility Forward, we have come to realize that peace begins with discussions, with a search for 
understanding and a greater awareness of the difficulties others face. By providing North Carolina high 
school students and schools with the content and materials to educate themselves and each other, we 
ensure that more communities across North Carolina understand the roles that Asian Americans have 
played throughout American history – especially locally. In the short term, this understanding is what we 
aim to contribute to North Carolina, an acknowledgment of Asian American history in the development of 
the nation we live in today. In the long run, we believe the continued exposure to Asian American history 
curriculum will provide something more: a sense of togetherness, a unity, and a shared belief that Asian 
Americans are Americans first and foremost and must be treated as such. 
 
Throughout this process, we learned about the important role education plays in addressing racism and 
the many accompanying challenges that come with implementing educational solutions. To address the 
target issues of anti-Asian hate and a lack of knowledge on Asian American history, our research 
demonstrated education as the best practice to promote inclusivity and peace. However, the underlying 
challenges of bad news fatigue and limited public awareness of anti-Asian incidents of violence posed 
obstacles to our approach. Further, the politicization of race-related issues in the classroom made it 
difficult at times to promote Asian American studies. Importantly, teachers remain burnt out, under-
resourced, and overworked as we emerge from the pandemic. Outreach in particular proved to be a 
stumbling block. Although we reached out to over 200 teachers in late July and early August, only about 
five percent indicated that they have the bandwidth to implement our classroom kits during the fall 
semester. We, however, will continue to scale our ongoing outreach effort. The conjunction of these 
issues remain challenging as we advocate for the inclusion of Asian American history in the classroom. 
 
Launching Visibility Forward has had a profound impact on our personal development and the way we 
think about the world. The process of starting an organization has challenged us to develop better time, 
resource, and people management. In particular, we have learned invaluable lessons about 
accountability, following timelines, and setting deadlines to achieve goals. It has been incredibly inspiring 
for us to support Asian artists, AAPI-owned business, students, and educators. Giving back to the 
communities that have invested so much in us is truly meaningful and fulfilling. Through Visibility Forward, 
we are able to increase the Asian American representation we always yearned for as students. 
 
 
 
 



Personal Statements 
Aimee Yan: The gift of being able to give back to my community and advocate for the representation I 
never had growing up means the world to me. Through Projects for Peace, Visibility Forward empowered 
me to stand up to anti-Asian hate and contribute to a more peaceful society for all people.  
 
Brooke Chow: Projects for Peace has enabled us to work to address a longstanding inequity I noticed 
while growing up as an Asian American woman in the South.  
 
Michael Zhang: At heart, Visibility Forward is an organization that seeks to ensure belonging for all 
students, regardless of background. Furthermore, the inspiration for the organization was borne through 
gaps that I personally endured throughout my childhood. It is thanks to Project for Peace that I can build 
towards a more welcoming future for the next generation, and I am beyond grateful for the opportunity.  
 
Pratyush Seshadri: Visibility Forward has given me a chance to address the challenges I felt as a child, 
the moments when I questioned whether or not I belonged. With the support of Projects for Peace, 
Visibility Forward has been able to bring communities closer together throughout North Carolina and work 
towards leading the way for the next generation. 
 
 


