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The goals of the project included: planting trees, protecting the region’s water, enriching 
knowledge in marketing, innovation, entrepreneurship, and finance, providing experiential and 
environmental education, and fostering community for more than 20 students from Palmichal and 
Tabarcia, members of Visionarios de Paz (Visionaries of Peace). Additionally, we built a greenhouse that 
could work not only as a classroom and meeting place to learn and share but also to plant, harvest, and 
sell native trees to keep students motivated by applying what they have learned as well as ensuring the 
financial sustainability of the project. 

The primary source of funding was the Davis Foundation's Projects for Peace grant along 
with support from COOPESANTOS, MSU, and ADESSARU. An area electric company, COOPESANTOS 
donated 350 trees allowing us to have an organized administration of the funds. These trees gave the 
group more opportunities to plant and reach more people as well as to learn how to plan since four 
different individuals assisted in the activities. The ADESSARU organization provided space for our 
activities such as reforesting, resting, and eating lunch. 

Providing environmental awareness has been a dream for me for a long time, and thanks to the 
Project for Peace grant, I had this great opportunity. After meetings with professors, community members, 
and friends about possible projects in my community, I found that the best option were providing 
environmental education to youth and children through field trips and building a greenhouse. I believe 
education can change the world, but first we must transform the mindset of the new generation and teach 
the importance of taking care of the environment. As a kid, I received some environmental education, but 
it was only some. I dreamed of being a member of an environmental club, so this is a personal aim to 
motivate children who might also want this. 

I chose the host site of this project because I have a particular attachment to the town—I grew up 
in Palmichal. This experience allowed me to carry out different aspects of the project and the process was 
enriching and pleasant. I worked not only with kids but also with older generations. This made me more 
aware of the potential that individuals in my community have and the eagerness they have shown for 
learning. Carrying out this project in Palmichal allowed me to feel at home again. Although I realized that 
as I shared with people from the community, I sometimes felt like a foreigner since I have been far from 
Palmichal for four years. Noticing this made me ponder the importance of remembering who we are, and 
it made the experience more personal and meaningful for me. 

The main issue I had to address was the lack of a group focused on teaching environmental 
education. Since the club, Guardianes del Ambiente, stopped working, Visionarios de Paz attempted to fill 
this niche.  People saw the importance of reforesting, making them aware of our environmental 
responsibility. This project also encouraged students to be entrepreneurs. Because of the communities’ 
locations, many people travelled long distances to work, so stimulating children to have a different 
perspective of what a job could look like is an excellent option for them to start dreaming. Finally, the 
project united students from different towns, enhancing the value of teamwork and fostering good 
relationships among them. 

We faced many challenges. First, time management—I organized the time, but some aspects 
changed before building the greenhouse, and we had to adjust. The main modification was that the 
University of Costa Rica recommended that we do the greenhouse in a different area and use different 
materials. We considered this advice since it was going to be helpful in long-term maintenance of the 
building. Second, finding another contractor was challenging since it delayed construction, particularly 
since the initial contractors only worked with bamboo. To ensure the long-term viability of the building, we 
needed workers who were comfortable working with iron. Third, we needed to deal with the inconsistency 
of members. People showed willingness and enthusiasm for working but not all the time due to personal 
or external factors such as the day of the activity, time, among others. Ultimately we decided to make the 
activities accessible for the majority of people. 



Communicating with people was not a barrier. Since I speak Spanish and am a community 
member, I could easily spread the information and work closely with people from the towns. Besides, 
social media facilitated this process since I was able to reach more people and organize everything 
through an online chat group. 

Peace can be defined as the state in which living things are tranquil, comfortable, and safe; 
however, it is also a personal decision and people can choose inner harmony and spread it to the rest of 
the group. Therefore, mental peace is crucial to having proper relationships. Peace can also be found in 
other values such as respecting each other, being grateful, and focusing on the positive aspects of life.  

This project contributes to the peace in the Palmichal community. Children showed an 
environmental awareness, and this was an aspect that was also transmitted to their parents since they 
were present for the activities and learning. It also helped to preserve the mountains from reforestation. In 
the future, the group will sell native trees, plants, and organic fertilizers to people and organizations to 
continue reforestation for a sustainable ecosystem as well to keep the good practice of planting trees. 
Finally, this project contributes to peace since the greenhouse is located between Tabarcia and 
Palmichal, connecting people from both regions to work and share. 

The project changed my perception of the world. It helped me realize how privileged I am and 
how much more I should get involved in community development to provide opportunities for children 
since they all have a high potential to be change makers. At the same time, I was able to comprehend 
that sometimes, even though there are opportunities, some people will not take advantage of them, but 
we need to focus on the positive side and engage people who are willing to work. 

The pandemic interfered relatively little in this project. Since some students from Michigan State 
University could not travel to Costa Rica, we needed to use different platforms and ways of 
communicating. In spite of COVID-19, we performed all the activities in person as planned just by 
considering the requirements established by the Costa Rican Health Ministry. What I learned is to carry 
out a successful project is that it is crucial to consider different aspects: First, one must be open to any 
change that might be present whether positive or a negative and adapt Second, strictly follow the 
protocols and guide people to be responsible. Finally, one must look for innovative ways to perform tasks 
and have a second or third plan should the first one not succeed. 
 

“Community projects are not easy to develop and implement. I believe that during this time a lot of 
learning and happiness was brought. If at least the life of only one kid was transformed, I can 

 say this project succeeded; besides, it is a reason to celebrate and the world has  
gained a change maker. Environmental education needs to be pursued with 

consistency always, sooner or later, bigger changes will come.” 
 

  -Mauro Jose Ramirez Azofeifa 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


