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Final Written Report  

Section I: Narrative  

We used our 2021 Projects for Peace grant to organize a 3-day youth leadership conference in Belgrade, 
Serbia. The conference, titled “Ex-Yu Youth Leadership conference: Networking for Peace”, was designed 
to promote the idea that stronger regional cooperation in Southeast Europe is necessary in order to secure 
conflict reconciliation, peaceful regional relations and sustainable development, and that well-educated 
young leaders from the region should have critical involvement in the process. Such design presents our 
response to deep-seated tensions between former Yugoslavian countries and the damage such tensions 
have been imposing on our collective future. Because we believed these tensions were a result of absence 
of meaningful dialogue and realistic reconciliation strategy, we decided to target our project towards 
producing a positive environment for dialogue and a forum for creating a sustainable and realistic strategy 
for cooperation and reconciliation. 

For us, peace is a consequence of a relationship where no side is willing to act destructively towards that 
relationship because of the benefits that relationship produces. Hence, we wanted to promote the idea that 
there is great benefit to our cooperation and that such benefit should be guarded. Peace would come as a 
natural consequence of this mindset.   

Our working definition of peace was that peace is “a state of mutual harmony between people or groups, 
especially in personal relations; untroubled; tranquility; content.”  

For this purpose, we invited the Organization of Serbian Students Abroad (OSSA), the Organization of 
Montenegrins Studying Abroad (OMSA), and the Association of Croatians Studying Abroad (ACSA), as 
well as distinguished student leaders from North Macedonia and Bosnia and Herzegovina. Furthermore, 
we invited representatives from the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), the Regional Youth 
Cooperation Office (RYCO), United World College (UWC) Serbian National Committee, the Center for 
International Relations and Sustainable Development (CIRSD), the “Return Point” (government affiliated 
UNDP project), and the Student Conference of Serbian Universities (SCSU), as well as Ambassadors of 
Croatia, Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and North Macedonia, and members of the diplomatic corps 
of the United States in Serbia and the EU Delegation in Serbia. 

The idea behind this arrangement was that on one side, the conference would feature young leaders 
motivated to act in favor of stronger regional cooperation and regional peace, and on the other, experienced 
diplomats, policy practitioners, and scholars to provide the young leaders with the necessary resources in 
order to do so.  We came up with the idea of putting young people at the center of this initiative because 
we believe young people must have more say in decision-making processes due to our education, 
capabilities, and great motivation to improve their local, national, and regional communities.  

The first day of the conference was Thursday, August 19, in “Aeroclub”, an exclusive conference venue in 
downtown Belgrade. This conference was an opportunity for student organizations to meet each other, as 
this was their first occasion to meet in a formal setting. For this purpose, each organization held a 
presentation about itself, its organizational structure, its most relevant projects, and, most importantly, its 
vision for regional cooperation in the future. After the student organizations introduced themselves, 
representatives from UNDP, RYCO, UWC Serbian National Committee, “Return Point”, and SCSU 
presented some of their most important projects concerning regional cooperation and regional 
reconciliation. For example, SCSU presented its latest project “Synergy”, which was also a conference 
designed to promote regional cooperation, featuring guests from the highest government office such as the 
Prime Minister and the Minister of Foreign Affairs. In its lecture, SCSU discussed ways that young people 
can obtain financial and logistical support from the government for their efforts to advance regional 
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cooperation. Similarly, RYCO presented its efforts to foster regional youth cooperation and invited 
interested guests to apply for funding directly through RYCO. This part of the conference served as an 
excellent opportunity for young leaders to hear directly from the decision-makers and experienced actors 
on the importance of regional cooperation for sustainable development and peaceful relations as well as to 
obtain practical advice on what kind of projects support this initiative best and how to obtain proper funding. 

The second part of the conference featured a panel-discussion between young leaders. Representatives 
from OSSA, OMSA, ACSA, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and North Macedonia discussed the importance of 
regional cooperation and the specific efforts they will take in order to advance it. This discussion also served 
as an excellent opportunity for lively debate on what kinds of projects young leaders from Southeast Europe 
should pursue. The “Brain Drain” phenomenon appeared numerous times, suggesting that it is one of the 
most pressing problems in all countries participating in the conference, as well as an area where most could 
be done now. The conference concluded with informal socializing and networking, where all participants 
could get to know each other better. 

The second day of the conference was Friday, August 20, in Hotel “Majestic”, an exclusive conference 
venue in downtown Belgrade. This conference was designed to serve as an opportunity for brainstorming 
and discussion about the specific projects OSSA, OMSA, and ACSA could pursue together. Furthermore, 
a CISRD representative joined the meeting to enrich this discussion with insights from diplomacy and 
sustainable development policy practice in order to explain how important regional cooperation is for peace 
and economic prosperity. Again, the idea of “brain drain” cooperation emerged, and participants agreed to 
develop it further throughout the periodical meetings after the conference. Furthermore, this conference 
served as an opportunity to draft a specific agreement between OSSA, OMSA, and ACSA that will capture 
the spirit of regional cooperation demonstrated at the conference and offer a sign of commitment for future 
cooperation.  
 
The second day of the conference also featured the annual summer gala of OSSA, where, for the first time 
ever, representatives from ACSA and OMSA were present. The new President of OSSA gave a speech to 
an audience of over 300 people and emphasized the importance of regional cooperation and the role young 
people should have in it. A representative from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs gave a speech afterwards, 
emphasizing how important it is for Serbia to participate in these kinds of initiatives and build a stronger 
region with its neighbors.  

 

The accepted project proposal listed 4 expected outcomes: 

1. Encouragement of first-of-its kind regional cooperation between students of different ethnic, 
religious, and national backgrounds, specifically through student exchanges among Ex-Yu 
countries.  

2. Strong, positive message sent to the public and the government about the value of reconciliation 
among youths and overcoming stereotypes.  

3. Empowerment of participants, many of whom are hoping to become future political leaders in their 
home countries, to act as principal agents of change through youth activism.  

4. Promotion of values central to the Davis Projects for Peace. 
5.  

Concerning the above-mentioned goals, we have achieved the following: 

 

1. Concerning the first goal, the conference served as the first occasion in history for OMSA, OSSA, 
and ACSA to meet in a formal setting. Furthermore, these organizations signed a joint declaration 
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on regional cooperation, where they declared to support mutual efforts to advance regional 
cooperation in science and technology, youth policy, entrepreneurship, and humanities, and 
pledged to maintain periodical meetings between each other where specific projects will be 
developed and executed together.  

2. This project reached the public through the media: several high-profile media outlets have 
published articles on our event, including the oldest and most important newspaper in Serbia 
“Politika” and the national media house “Radio-Television Serbia”.  

3. Throughout the conference, participants had the opportunity to obtain education on peacebuilding 
and regional cooperation, as well as to gain specific proposals for projects and invites to submit 
those proposals for funding.  

4. The declaration signed by the heads of the student organizations was written to reflect all values 
central to the Davis “Projects for Peace” initiative as well as the UWC system in general.  

 

This project carries enormous significance for the region and carries strong long-term potential for further 
development. That this is the case can be seen since the arrangements made between OSSA, ACSA, and 
OMSA were made during times of tensions between the Serbian, Montenegrin, and Croatian states not 
recorded since the breakdown of Yugoslavia. The fact that these organizations declared an honest effort 
to cooperate and promote a peaceful agenda aimed at enhancing regional cooperation and peace 
signalizes that the new generation of young leaders has an authentic will to change things in the region for 
the better. Going forward, the arrangements made because of the Davis “Projects for Peace” will surely 
expand and become more comprehensive and will likely lead to more projects aimed at building peace in 
the region.  

We encountered no problems when organizing this conference, neither from the people we’ve worked 
with or the environment (COVID-19). Of course, there were times when things did not go as smoothly as 
we wanted them to, but, given that this was our first project, there were essentially no problems at all.  

 

No other fundraising efforts contributed to this project.  

 

Ana Stamoblic (Team Leader), anastambolic@gmail.com  

Stanislav Knezevic, stanislavknezevic@gmail.com  

 

“From this experience, we both grew immensely. We realized that things are not set in stone and that we 
have the power to change our environment according to our needs. Given that the conference was the 
first time ever a Serbian, Croatian, and Montenegrin organization of its kind met in a formal setting, and 
this seemed impossible to many, we left this project with a feeling of great enthusiasm for the future.”  
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Section II: Photographs  


