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Background 
The ongoing humanitarian crisis embedded in the economic and political landscape of Lebanon has 
impeded existing efforts for vital environmental recovery. Ecological challenges, that include issues 
such as water pollution and landfills, are alarmingly contributing towards the environmental crisis 
facing Lebanon (UN Economic Development, 2020). The situation was further aggravated by large 
scale disasters such as the recent port explosion in August 2020. In addition, urban areas are 
increasingly at the risk of damaging floods with the lack of green infrastructure to absorb or manage 
rainfall, risking natural disasters (Weber, 2019). To address these problems, raising environmental 
awareness through both dialogue and action is vital to nurture peace by re-building communities and 
finding a connection to the environment. 
 
My own current studies and research interests in anthropology have a distinctive focus on the 
Anthropocene, the new Epoch, scientists are citing to describe human-induced environmental 
problems that alter the biophysical conditions on Earth. I am thus dedicated to this project's ethos not 
just as a humanitarian intervention, but also as a deep interest that I hope to pursue and experience 
further beyond my undergraduate degree. 
 
Environmental problems in Lebanon are tightly linked to a lack of political action which tends to 
neglect the huge economic and human impacts these issues are causing. It is therefore important to 
organize direct action and harness environmental thinking and leadership among the young 
generations towards the most pressing issues in their lifetime. I hence proposed this project to Adib 
Dada who is the founder of theOtherDada; a regenerative consultancy and architecture practice in the 
Middle East whose mission is to “employ a holistic and biomimetic approach with nature and people 
at its core. It is architecture that is socially and environmentally engaged” (n.d.). Dada is committed to 
this endeavour in line with the UN Decade of Action based on rewilding the city and reclaiming 
public space. 
 
Project Implementation and Activities 
Urban forests are important in helping to restore the environment through filtering air pollutants, 
managing urban floods and fighting climate change. Urban afforestation is also aligned with the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals, such as making cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient 
and sustainable (UN Sustainable Development Goals, n.d.). theOtherDada adopts the Japanese 
Miyawaki technique of forest-making -a scientifically-proven method to fight climate change in cities. 
(Thornton, 2020). Miyawaki forests are dense, fast-growing, native forests which become completely 
water and maintenance-free within 3 years. 
 
Employing this in a youth-driven project, would essentially serve to equip the participants with the 
practical and analytical skills needed to address reclamation of public space, the environment and 
restoration of lost ecosystems. It would also open up an important dialogue about climate action and 
the need to re-think the human-nature relationship. The activities, running from mid-June until late 
August, would thus be centered around organizing workshops on environmental problems and 
climate change with reference to the local context, as well as the practical component of planting the 
urban forests. Due to uncertainty about getting permission from the Beirut municipality, the urban 
forests could also alternatively be planted in the Greater Beirut area. 
 



The Miyawaki urban forests are effective, grown in different sizes (from 1sqm to thousands of sqm). 
In addition to growing faster and being more biodiverse, they absorb more CO2 and pollutants than 
conventional reforestation (Urban Forests, 2020). They can also be designed according to user needs, 
as well as the ability to be integrated as an art installation or as a fence for public spaces and gardens. 
Thus, there is a great potential to conduct workshops with youth to organize planting in areas they 
particularly want or prefer, employing any of the various uses mentioned. In this sense, a connection 
between environmental knowledge and personal action is made to demonstrate how individual action 
could be taken to make a difference. 
 
The forest making process consists of 2 months of site collection (study and selection), and 11 days of 
practical work: 4 for excavation, 4 for land preparation, and 3 for planting. This would be combined 
with the theoretical part which is the engagement of youth dialogue and having workshops on the 
environment and climate change. The combination of these activities would have a great and unique 
impact as youth in Lebanon are not normally encouraged or educated about how to take direct 
environmental action. 
 
Project Goals and Indicators of Success 
In terms of environmental impact timeline, the forests require regular watering and de-weeding twice 
every month for the first 2-3 years, after which they become self-sustained (therefore being the long-
term outlook of the project). It would be the expectation that participants take care of the early 
maintenance of these urban forests where they are accessible to them, and these regular maintenance 
sessions have been previously greatly instrumental in attracting more people to the projects and 
raising awareness about climate change and biodiversity loss. 
 
Thus, the goals that would be achieved through this project initiative are 1) empowering youth with 
the knowledge and practical experience to have a positive and impact on the environment and face 
urgent future challenges, 2) planting urban forests to contribute to sustainable environmental 
solutions and creating green space with community engagement. 
 
The short-term indication of success in this project is having a youth engagement that by the end of 
the experience demonstrates an understanding of environmental challenges in Lebanon, as well as 
how to take action through developing practical skills. As for the long-term aspect, our indication 
would be the maintenance of the urban forest planted during the project period, in addition to having 
an increased awareness of environmental issues in Beirut. The big outlook of this project is to re-
imagine communities with nature, in the effort to tackle and reflect on the ongoing humanitarian crisis 
in Lebanon through a sustainable environmental approach. Ultimately, involving youth participation 
creates a space to think about peace in the midst of political polarity to look for a framework of unity 
and common goal. 
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