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Project Description 
This project seeks to provide the Dr. Ambedkar School, a secondary school in the northeastern Hungarian 
city of Miskolc, sports and recreation facilities to be inaugurated during the school’s weeklong orientation 
camp (“Gólyatábor”). The suite will include a volleyball and basketball court, an indoor exercise and 
movement area, and a community garden. The Dr. Ambedkar School serves as one of the only 
institutions in the region that ensures higher educational opportunities, empowerment, and social 
inclusion for Roma, members of the largest non-national ethnic minority in Europe. Through consultation 
with school founders, János Orsós and Tibor Derdák, as well as the director of the affiliated Martin 
Luther King Dorm, Nóra Tyeklár, we identified athletic equipment and recreation spaces as the school’s 
most pressing need. The school currently offers mandatory physical education classes by renting 
municipal fields at considerable expense. Beyond securing the school’s capacity to satisfy this vital 
education need, the proposed facilities will welcome intramural activities and events between the Dr. 
Ambedkar School and the broader Miskolc community.  
 
Throughout history, Hungarian Roma have experienced social and institutional discrimination, 
marginalization, and outright violence. Between 2008 and 2012 alone, the European Roma Rights Center 
documented 61 attacks against Hungarian Romani lives and property. Alongside instances of 
extraordinary violence, Hungarian Roma confront everyday forms of discrimination in workplaces, 
housing, healthcare, and schooling. As a 2011 report by the Office of the Minority Rights Ombudsman 
and 2020 ruling by the Hungarian Supreme Court attest, many Romani children attend schools in which 
they are segregated from their non-Romani peers. With few resources and little encouragement to 
continue their studies, a very small percentage of Romani youth complete more than eight years of 
schooling, compromising their wellbeing and employment opportunities. Economic disadvantage 
compounds the effects of ethnic marginalization. Borsod, the county in which the Dr. Ambedkar School is 
located, ranks among the most economically disadvantaged regions in the EU and school dropout rates 
are among the highest nationally. 
 
To address the needs of Romani students, Orsós and Derdák founded the Dr. Ambedkar School in 2007 in 
Sajókaza, Hungary. Its namesake is Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar; it is the only high school in Europe 
founded in Ambedkar’s name. Roma trace their historical origins to Indian Dalits who migrated to 
Europe approximately a millennium ago. Today, Ambedkar is remembered for his steadfast quest for 
social justice for the oppressed castes (Dalits) in India. A Dalit himself trained at Columbia University 
and London School of Economics, he led the Dalit movement in India until his death, in the process 
authoring the constitution of free India in 1950. As a historian of Indian constitutionalism, I am 
committed to this project intellectually and personally. Working with the school creates an exciting 
opportunity to explore and advance Ambedkar’s legacy abroad and to further cultivate my approach to 
inclusive pedagogy, informed by Ambedkar's tireless work toward social justice. 
 
Over the past 13 years, first in Sajókaza and today in its expanded campus in Miskolc, 113 adult students 
have completed primary school education and 114 students have taken a graduation exam in one or more 
subjects. In 2018, the school expanded its outreach to students in neighboring villages in northeastern 
Hungary and eastern Slovakia with the opening of the Martin Luther King Dorm. The proposed 
transformation of the school and dorm would represent more than just critically needed infrastructural 
improvements and serve the aim of fostering real, lasting social transformation and peace in the region. 
For Ambedkar students, access to reliable recreation and sports facilities would constitute an important 
component in their social, emotional, and physical development and thus further the school’s mission. As 
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the directors and founders emphasize, athletic and community spaces have the potential to transform the 
school’s relationship with the city of Miskolc and its non-Romani residents. First, these spaces would help 
mark the school as a school, improving student relationships with their learning both inside and outside 
the classroom and build the school’s community presence. A key component in combatting anti-Romani 
racism, they stated, is through normalizing everyday interethnic social interactions and therefore, the 
very idea of successful Romani high schoolers. Second, these spaces would stage integratory recreation 
and collaborative play. Such contact points, the directors note, are currently lacking in Miskolc, let alone 
the region, and the Dr. Ambedkar School would be an ideal site for Romani students to meet and 
socialize with non-Romani peers. 
 
Proposed Activities & Timeline 
In order to carry out this project, I have partnered with KultúrAktív, a Hungarian NGO dedicated to 
providing youth with opportunities and activities that inspire them to “discover, observe, and 
understand their immediate and extended environment, and to participate in shaping it.” KultúrAktív 
will provide institutional support, architectural experience, and technical expertise in designing the 
basketball and volleyball courts as well as the community garden. They will further solicit student 
participation in aspects of designing and naming. During my first week in Miskolc (July 19-23), I will 
meet with representatives of the school and KultúrAktív and help oversee the commencement of the 
project. In the subsequent three weeks (July 26 - August 13), before students return to campus for the 
“Gólyatábor” and while work on the grounds commences, I will work alongside school directors and 
teachers as well as two invited sports trainers to hold informational and pedagogical sessions to discuss 
how these facilities can be incorporated into a variety of learning activities. In the final week of my 
residency (August 16-20), when students return from the summer break, I will help facilitate the 
“Gólyatábor” and oversee their participation in workshops organized by the two sports trainers. 
 
Goals & Sustainability 
During meetings with school staff and sports trainers, I will focus our discussions in part on the 
maintenance of these new facilities. In partnership with KultúrAktív, we will solicit student participation 
in defining an academic year plan along three axes: 1) an annual intramural athletic competition to 
integrate the facilities within their course of study; 2) collective norms and procedures for informal and 
extracurricular use of each component of the upgrade; and 3) weekly maintenance and upkeep assigned 
alongside already existing student responsibility checklists within the dormitory. These points will be 
discussed during the first day of the “Gólyatábor” in August. This plan will ensure that the facilities are 
in regular use by the school, and that students feel empowered to access them to the fullest and feel pride, 
even enjoyment, in maintaining them and passing on this knowledge to future classes. This inclusive 
approach to infrastructural sustainability, which strategic partner KultúrAktív puts at the center of its 
mission, will give the best chance to the project’s contribution towards lasting regional integration and 
peace building.  
 
By the end of the project, the Dr. Ambedkar School will have new sports facilities and a community 
garden, students and teachers will be trained to use them, and inclusive programs for long-term 
community development will be in place. This project will also pave the way for more collaboration 
between various organizations in India and Hungary working for the social upliftment and education of 
Dalits and Roma. Understanding the shared past, present, and future of these communities is the surest 
way to build global solidarities, shaping reconciliation efforts at national levels.  In collaboration with the 
dormitory director, I look forward to growing the institutional connections between the Dr. Ambedkar 
School and International House at the University of Chicago. As we have discussed, students who use the 
facilities afterhours will be encouraged to participate in remote after-school tutoring (a multi-university 
program in which a University of Chicago student is currently involved) held weekly at the dorm. We 
hope to recruit additional volunteer mentors and tutors from throughout the International Houses 
Worldwide network. 
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