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Background 
Children’s wellbeing and development in Donetsk have been severely disrupted since May 2014, when 
a civil war broke out in the east of Ukraine. This Donbas war is a very complex conflict based on 
territory, one that grapples with history and geography. Children have carried the brunt of the war as 
they have psychologically suffered from post-traumatic stress and trauma that occur in these contexts. 
UNICEF estimates that 430,000 children live with psychological trauma as a result of the prolonged 
conflict in the region (2019). This demographic is the most vulnerable part of society as they cope with 
the difficult world they find themselves in with very limited resources. The lack of external 
international aid meant that they have been left with no other outlet to cope with the effect of war on 
their lives. My proposal aims to address this problem by nurturing musical creativity in children to 
improve their wellbeing. It would contribute to bringing peace in the lives of musically talented 
children who have been disadvantaged by war in Donetsk. I hope to use my background in music and 
piano in this project to help develop their neglected talents and aspirations.  

Music schools across the region have either closed or are facing difficulties with their limited capacity 
to provide quality education to their students. To address this, my proposed project with the gifted 
children music school in Donetsk aims to host various activities in order to help children creatively 
cope with the external effect of war on their childhood and wellbeing. The specialised music school for 
gifted children supports and trains young talented musicians in Donetsk. Until 2014, the school has 
performed exceptionally well, confirmed by its highly qualified graduates who went on to study abroad 
in the best music schools globally. After 2017 its work resumed again, but with many challenges. Some 
of the material base of the school had deteriorated, and its equipment was heavily damaged. The school 
has since then renovated its building, but with the lack of resources it has struggled to keep up with 
the same standard of education it used to have and as a result a lot of these pupils quit.  

As a former graduate of this school who went on to pursue music later in life, I have a great appreciation 
and understanding of this institution’s capacity to build genuine connections with its students. Having 
personally grown up in the events that led up to the civil war in my country, I am deeply connected to 
the mission of music in cultivating peace in the world. I would therefore like to collaborate with the 
director of the school on an initiative that aims to support these young pupils who have been gravely 
affected by the war and its impact on their musical talent. I therefore request a Davis Projects for Peace 
grant in order to start an initiative in Donetsk that aims to address this challenge by connecting children 
creatively with music. This would take place in the summer of 2022. The project funds would go 
towards covering the costs of the proposed music activities such as masterclasses and concert events, 
in addition to helping the school with acquiring needed music equipment. It would cultivate peace by 
helping musically talented children pursue music in a place that has unjustly deprived them of creative 
development.  

Project Activities 
The music school’s education and infrastructure have been heavily affected by the ongoing events in 
Donetsk. To facilitate peace through music, this project aims to develop the talents of the school’s 
pupils. The proposed activities are centered around hosting a variety of musical events, concerts and 
workshops in the school. Running in the summer of 2022, the activities would firstly include hosting 
masterclasses with talented professors of the Donetsk Conservatory. By organising this, talented 



children would be offered an opportunity to develop their professional skills, as the teachers can offer 
useful advice and fun workshops to engage them. These masterclasses would be mainly for piano 
players but we would also include other instruments based on availability. This would be a significant 
feat as masterclass events in the school are rare and do not cater to children, and their talent has been 
neglected. The grant would cover the cost of some instruments that will be used for the events. This 
would be very important to help children access activities they otherwise would not be able to.  

Additionally, the grant would enable me to organise a concert in the philharmonic hall and invite the 
children of the school to participate in it. It would give them a practical way to apply the masterclass 
techniques that they would have learned. This would give them an exceptional experience in solo 
performing, and would be an exciting event for them to take part in because such events have been 
seriously lacking in the past few years. The final event of the project would be hosting a concert with 
an orchestra in the philharmonic halls in which I will play to dedicate music for children’s experiences 
of war, where they would have a banquet afterwards. Both of these concerts are events that would 
nurture a sense of peace for these talented pupils and provide much needed attention and energy 
towards their passion for music. The grant would therefore cover the cost of renting the hall and 
running the events. 

Project Goals and Indicators of Success 
The main goal of this project is to provide children with resources and opportunities to develop their 
musical talent in order to help them cope with some of the effects of conflict on their childhood. The 
grant will additionally provide the school with instruments that will help future generations in their 
music development.  

Some of the short term indicators of success would therefore be having a positive impact on young 
music pupils in their school that would help them deal creatively with the harsh everyday reality they 
face. This would be measured by participation with enthusiasm in masterclasses and performances, in 
addition to successful learning practically from talented musicians. The longer term success indicators 
of the project would be that these pupils would develop their talents and pursue their passion to an 
excellent standard despite the circumstances in which they find themselves. This would help them 
pursue a future music career, develop the music scene in Donetsk as a whole, and provide an outlet of 
comfort and encouragement for other children. Additionally, the music school would be able to 
materially facilitate more lessons for its pupils by providing them with some instruments. 

This initiative would be an effective way to aid children’s development by creative means. Doing so, it 
will directly contribute to peace facilitation in Donetsk for the most vulnerable part of society, a much 
needed humanitarian action.  
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