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BACKGROUND 
Nestled in the heart of Eurasia, the Caucasus region enjoyed centuries of cultural and religious diversity  
and cooperation among its populations including Armenians, Azerbaijanis, Turks, Greeks, Georgians,  
Abkhazians, and others. These groups peacefully coexisted despite the destabilization wrought by  
regularly invading empires. With contiguous and often overlapping lands, Armenians and Azerbaijanis 
in particular enjoyed harmonious relations. During the Soviet era, both Armenia and Azerbaijan became 
Soviet Socialist Republics (SSRs) as officials in Moscow placed the historic region of Nagorno Karabagh  
(NK), located betweenthe two SSRs and home to Armenians and Azerbaijanis, under the administrative  
control of Azerbaijan SSR in the early 1920s. In 1987, Armenians in NK voted to join Armenia SSR, and  
upon the collapse of the Soviet Union soon after, the governments of Armenia and Azerbaijan waged a  
war over NK. The conflict lasted from 1988 to 1994 and dealt to tens of thousands of people on both sides  
death, injury, and psychological trauma. Since, a shaky ceasefire between the two governments, now  
independent nations, has continued over the unresolved status of NK (which has become an 
unrecognized, independent republic governed by Armenians of the region). Intermittent fighting 
between the armies of Armenia and Azerbaijan continues across the line of contact in NK, and in villages  
near the closed borders of both countries. Relations between the two countries have come to a tense 
standstill as hate speech regularly appears in the mass media on both sides to demonize the “other”. A  
lack of communication between the two populations has, for generations, become a norm. 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
This project aims to foster dialogue between students in Armenia and Azerbaijan despite the divisive  
rhetoric between the two country’s governments and the unstable ceasefire in NK. Because of the dangers 
associated with travelling between the countries, this project will use letters to transmit messages 
imagining a peaceful future between the two countries, why this would be important, and how local  
communities would benefit from such a resolution to the present conflict. To achieve this goal, I will 
deliver a two-week letter writing workshop with ten high-school aged students in Armenia’s capital of 
Yerevan. The workshop, to take place at Impact Hub Yerevan (one of the project’s two institutional  
partners), will include a combination of reading and writing activities, guest lectures, class discussions,  
draft letters, and publication of each student’s final letters on a website --with the URL of  
www.lettersforpeace.com--that will be delivered to recipients in Azerbaijan. For accessibility purposes,  
the final letters will be translated into Azeri Turkish and English. Delivery of the website will be  
facilitated by our second institutional partner, Imagine Center for Conflict Transformation (ICCT), a  
nonprofit dedicated to peacebuilding efforts in conflict-torn societies, including dialogue initiatives  
between Armenia and Azerbaijan since 2007. Due to the recent crackdown against NGO and progressive  
activities in Azerbaijan, the safest way to deliver the student letters to Azerbaijan would be through a  
website. We will thus publish the letters online--always maintaining the option of anonymity for student  
participants--and partner with ICCT to deliver the link to partners in Azerbaijan who would share the  
letters with local students. If transferring the letters electronically also proves dangerous, then we will 
attempt reaching Azerbaijani youth in Georgia. 
 
As a Fulbright research fellow in Armenia during the 2012-2013 academic year, I taught a six-month  
screenwriting class, and as a creative writing graduate student at Columbia University, I currently teach  
creative writing workshops at Rikers Island Jail Complex. Further, as a descendant of Armenian 
Genocide survivors, I have been disoriented by the rhetoric of hate in the region. With my background  
and with the need for peaceful engagement between the populations of Armenia and Azerbaijan, I have  
designed a project proposal that applies my experiences towards the spirit of peace between two  
neighboring nations. 



PROPOSED ACTIVITIES 
To foster peaceful dialogue through a “letters for peace” campaign between high-school aged youth in  
Armenia and Azerbaijan, the proposed activities will occur across three phases over five weeks from July  
23 to August 20. Project promotion with press and social media will take place during all three phases. 
Phase 1: July 23, 2018-August 3, 2018  
● Distribute, collect, and review applications. Interview finalists. Select class of ten students and initiate  
class communications via email and telephone. 
● Provide updates and confirm next steps with project collaborators including guest lecturers, Impact 
Hub Yerevan staff, translators, videographers, website designers, and partners at ICCT. 
● Build website with the currently available URL www.lettersforpeace.com 
● Prepare classroom space for teaching. 
Phase 2: August 6, 2018 -August 17-2018 
● Lead workshop of ten classes, each lasting 2-3 hours Mondays through Fridays, at Impact Hub  
Yerevan.    
● Videographers film two class sessions, interview willing participants, and edit a five-minute video 
summary about the workshop.  
Phase 3: August 20, 2018-August 24, 2018 
● Translate letters from Armenian to Azeri Turkish and English. 
● Finalize website with letters produced in the workshop and video summary. 
● Organize closing ceremony where final letters are read to public, and website is formally launched. 
● Email feedback surveys to class for program evaluation purposes. 
 
RESULTS OR GOALS YOU HOPE TO ACHIEVE 
Short Term 
● Delivery of workshop that includes: 1) two guest lectures on regional history, local conflicts, conflict  
resolution, and peacebuilding; 2) two draft letters and one final letter written by students; 3) discussions  
utilizing Socratic method throughout workshop. 
● Publish website (www.lettersforpeace.com) along with social media pages featuring workshop video  
summary, the ten final letters (original and translated versions), project description, and links to project  
partners and supporters.  
● Send letters to a group of ten high-school aged students in Azerbaijan. These letters will be sent as hard  
copies if the tolerance for peaceful dialogue improves. If it does not, then letter delivery will focus on  
Internet-based channels.  
Long Term 
● Facilitate dialogue between Armenian and Azerbaijani youth by supporting an extension of the letter  
writing campaign. 
● Work with partners at ICCT to organize future iterations of the workshop that sustains the “letters for  
peace” dialogue model. 
● Maintain www.lettersforpeace.comwebsite as a space that tracks the evolution of the 2018 summer  
workshop, and serves as a resource to inspire future collaborations and initiatives. 
 
INDICATORS OF SUCCESS  
● Students are actively engaged in the workshop’s discussions and writing exercises, and regularly  
attend workshop without missing more than one session. 
● Workshop feedback surveys reflect positive student experiences. 
● Confirm that Azerbaijani youth received the letters for peace. 
● Generate regional press working with mainstream and alternative print and digital outlets including  
but not limited to Caucasus Edition, Jam News, and Chai Khana. 
● Azerbaijani youth write letters in response to those created in our workshop. 
● Generate momentum to continue using dialogue beyond the “letters for peace” model to imagine a  
peaceful future between Armenia and Azerbaijan. 
 


