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Hope for the Namibian Child is a project dedicated towards providing quality education to the Namibian 
youth. The project serves two purposes by providing an access to quality education especially to the 
lower grades, and setting a standard to the Namibian Government on the importance of prioritizing 
education. 
 
The Davis funds assisted in constructing a 7m by 7m classroom that made a pre-primary grade 
enrollment possible at the village. Connected to the classroom is a storage room that is 3m by 7m for 
storing educational materials donated to the school. Community leaders did a good job in assisting with 
this construction by responding promptly to needs that arrived during the project. The school has an 
educational forum consisting of high profile and business people, which we contacted them to help 
donate extra cement to finish the floor in the building. About 12 of these professionals donated enough 
cement which they personally brought to the school. Other community members also donated funds to 
cover additional miscellaneous expenses. The Ndjukuma staff went out of their way to make our dream 
come true by raising funds as a group to add extra blocks of bricks to the ones they had already 
purchased from previous fundraising. At the official handover of the classroom, the staff, 
parents/guardians and other schools’ principals provided refreshments to help in the event’s success. 
See compiled videos of the event: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hpQxkzc7wC4&t=1693s. I invited 
government officials and they pledged additional funds to furnish the building before January, which is the 
start of a new academic year. The regional councilor pledged $120, the headman pledged $100 and 35 
books for the incoming learners, the Queen of Oukwanyama tribe pledged $50 and the chairperson of the 
school board pledged $300. This money is currently with the school to sustain the project. 
 
Growing up in Oipapakane with my grandparents, Ndjukuma is the only primary school I knew. After 
being exposed to better opportunities, it saddened my heart to see young kids being taught under trees or 
grass huts due to inadequate resources. I personally witnessed these hardships and my dream was 
always to give the youth something to believe in. Hope for the Namibian Child came about as a result of 
having this passion and desire to transform the lives of these children by investing in their education. I 
strongly believe that a good education is the beginning of a just society, and we cannot achieve this if we 
do not tackle the basic needs such as an appropriate shelter for schools. 
 
Hope for the Namibian Child is intended to meet the economic and political challenges created by the 
government’s failure to prioritize funding to help promote global income equality. The Namibian 
Government has neglected rural schools for decades which continues the cycle of poverty in our less 
privileged communities. Schools like Ndjukuma have a very low standard of education and the children 
grow up not seeing the value of receiving a good education. They either lose hope or are forced to 
receive the mediocre education which blocks them from reaching their fullest potential. This project was 
there to give hope and remind them that their background is not a determiner for where they can go in 
life. 
 
The school is about 3 kilometers away from my grandparents homestead. I thought by working closer to 
home I could easily commute to my project site and communicate better with the community. I could 
easily ask for help and know the right stakeholders to talk to for support. I didn’t have to spend a lot of 
money on personal expenses while being there and this meant most of the funds went directly into 
implementing the project. Furthermore, the community is very inspired by the fact that someone from the 
village executed this project and that is aligned with our mission of setting a standard and giving hope to 
those who had previously given up.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hpQxkzc7wC4&t=1693s


Implementing this project at Ndjukuma Primary School was a surreal experience. Not only did I connect 
with my community, but I also learned a lot about where I’m from during our community gatherings such 
as the history of the school and the village. I felt more connected to my heritage which enhanced my 
passion for making a difference in my community. Working in this site brought meaning to the cliché that 
charity starts at home, as I really felt a major shift in the society I grew up in. Added to that was the 
community’s effort to complete the project. The staff and guardians were very excited to receive this 
project and this made my work easier, especially when challenges arose. 
 
At some point during the construction, we would need more materials that were not available due to 
limited funds. This was something that sparked fear in us that our project may not be completed within the 
timeframe. Even though the staff and the community stepped in to assist in various ways, it was 
challenging to experience this inconvenience in the middle of the construction.  
 
In most cases I had effective communication with the staff, construction company, officials and students. 
One particular challenge I encountered while communicating with the students was during my grade 
seven mentoring session. I conducted the program in English, and even though that’s the official 
language, most students in rural areas just know the basics. I was unable to fully communicate the 
content in our native language, so I had a staff member translate some of the discussions. Being far away 
from home and being in a community where nobody speaks my language creates a language barrier 
when I go back home. 
 
Peace to me is the ability to live in a just society filled with unity and absence of conflict that destructs our 
humanity. Peace is both a political and social welfare. It comes about as a result of efficiently solving 
social and political ills around us to produce a conducive environment. That means for one to strive for 
peace, they need to have the desire and passion to shape the views and laws of our society which at 
times requires changing conditions people are living in.  
 
Hope for the Namibian Child has contributed to the improvement of the Namibian educational system. 
The enrollment at the school will increase in the next academic year, which means less kids in my 
community wondering at home looking after livestock and not learning and improving their talents and 
gifts to be reliable future leaders that promote peace. In the short term, this project released some burden 
from the government when it comes to providing resources to public schools. It contributed to releasing 
the tension between my community and the government, and also increased the learning standards at the 
school. In the long-run, it’s helping break the cycle of poverty at the village as most children end up 
staying at home or not finishing their education due to the lack of empowerment. This project invested not 
just in the students, but the Namibian nation at large to value education and recognize its ability to open 
many doors for a better future. This way we can almost guarantee that we will live in a just society being 
operated by educated and reliable individuals constantly striving for world peace. 
 
This project enhanced my character of being a global citizen. It changed my views on global connections 
and service. Davis funding this project meant so much to me and my community because we were able to 
see the care and generosity the rest of the world has to offer to the less-privileged communities in other 
parts of the world. It enhanced my understanding of what it means to live in a co-dependent world, and 
that we all need each other to make the world a better place. I learned a lot about humility and gratitude 
from interreacting with a community that is very thankful for the execution of this project. 
 
“The lack of something does not always mean it’s the end of great things. Most times it means a unified, 
contented era is arising.” Rachel Ndjuluwa 
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