


Welcome to the members of the Class of 2016,

it is a pleasure to have everyone of vou at Middlebury, with your own unigue
experiences, taents and persondiity ready to learn and to begin to buid a
leaacy to proudly share with others about your time here. Middiebury is a
place to envision changes that can make the world a better place - with a
communier of Pcoplc and resources to hclp you make that chanﬂc real.

Every class leaves its mark. In 2006, a group of students, working with

many others at the College and Iacyoncl, challenged us to become carbon neu-

tral - to have a net of zéro emissions of climate warmin greenhouse goses

resulting £rom our activities on campus. Over the coursé oF the year the

did the ?\ar‘d work and research to show how we can achieve that ambitious
oal. The Class of 2007 set in motion our effort to 'make neutrdlity a real-

g—y" on 206 which, as you know, is the year you will ar‘aduah:.

The class of 2007 and succeeding classes built their carbon neutradlity initio-
tive oh the heels of a decision to spend $i2 million to build a new eneray sys-
tem that uses woodchips rather than Fossil fuel oil. By doing so, the College
Si niﬁcanﬂy reduces its carbon footprint and makes use of a local, renew-
algc resource from within 75 mies of the campus - a decision that has
saved us millions of dollars and shifted our spendin For fuel into the local
economy. That $12 million decision was based on a + orough Feasibility stud
conducted by students, Faculty and staff and their recdmmendations to the
trustees about the best way to do it

We are well on the way to achieving our goal and we need your par-ticipation
to assure we get there. You can start by infFormin your‘c;cYP Further about
the ‘Make Neutrality a Redlity' effort at'Middiebury and by growing more
energy and carbon'literate. You can also choose to be more efficient and
smart in how you use the limited resources consumed ever clay on campus:
eneragy, water, materials. because, at the end of the day, w\(»a+ will matter
most is that we have a community of eople at Middiebury who are con-
stantl +hinl<inﬁ aond acting creatively in ways that help us build a more sus-
tainable Future.

This graphic hovel is adbout the 9u9+ainabili+y journey we are on. At the end of
the rovel youll find ways you can learn more obout sustainability on campus
ond how 1o get involved. | ook Forward to the Future and the legocy that
will be left here by you aond your class of 201C.

Sinccr'cly,

Jock. Byrne, Middlclour‘y Colege sustainability Integration office
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our new students, Jake, Clare, Ma++ and Andrea, / /4
are setting into their new livin OCES, +hc are /
havm +rodble c++m comfor aloc in their ncw 0/
homc The late 9ummcr heat is ravaging the new / f

Midd Kids durlng Orientation week, and Hheir
Lrustration eurroundlng their inability discomfort
i5 growing

it's never this hot Youre +clhng me. | Jus’r

back home. | couldve barely modé it ouf of

This heat is unbearable. | sworn it was soccer practice this
think. heatstroke’s ‘3+0\Y'+“’1@ upposed to be coldJ mornin I+ was a\r‘cad ;
to set in. in Vermont. over 90qac£or‘c 8:00 AM ;

LN

WV Y0
Y
\ ;
P11 )
1

TLH LA
%0

“maa

N
T o N
=\
114
PO

I'm ninety-seven
Pcrcanr certain
m going to diel

it

(W]
X

1i]




[ | know, | wanted to take a

walk over to the CFA to

check out the dance studios,
but Im pretty sure d melt

on the walk there.

Youre lucky Jake,
at least your
room's shaded at
this time of day‘

| gquess. Although the lauilding’s stil a
Larnace. I've had the windows open
and Five Fans running all day and it

still hasn't go-ch cool.

back home in the cH-y.

Five fans sounds a
little excessive, don't
ou think? | could
barely offord one

There has to be
some kind of

- way to make this

better

i | knew Vermont was going to be
a furnace | may as wellhave gone
to school back home.. Florida's hot,

but ot least we know how to air
condition.

've got an idea, le¥'s go down to
the BPasement of Rogs. s gotta
be cooler down there, and fhere
are some halways we could hang

out in

IF it makes this
ofternoon any more
bearable, 'm all for
it.




The Four venture down into
the depths of the basement
ofF Ross, Farther than most
Freshmen ever dare to go.

been down

4 doesnt look.
ke anyone’s

here in agEeS...

Honestly, | can't
rcal\y see wh
anyone woul
want to..

At least it's a little
cooler. Hey aguys, what's

A that room af the end of

the hall?

No idea.. let's

invcsﬁga’rc.

OPCI’]!

Whaot's
inside?l

Hcy, the door's
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Y, this Na\gcnc’s a\owing..,
dort think. i3 one 6F the
the dark ones. There's sorie dust

He

over the logo...
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Finally someone let us out of that
bottlel tt was really starting to
get 9+uH:y in there.

| know, five years
was WAY too lon
to be stuck in
there!

|

Um, excuse me.. Out of
curiosity, could you please
explain what just hap cncd7|
+In|nl< | speal For al of us
down hcr'c when | say I'm

thoroughly confused.

Sorry about that, we +o+ally should
have introduced ourselves. Im Tiziano,
this is Lemar, and those +wo gooﬂaalle ;
are Caitlin and Jarruc

We're just a few of

.J Mndal\cbur‘
/ Sus*rannabnh‘ry crocsl
l
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That's lovely, but wh
cxacﬂy are you al here?

You gquys were clearly in a prett sod
9+a? (I you hod to venture here to
the Cavc of Conservation, so now

we're here to hclp youI

Well, | can't really dcny
that, but what does
sustainability have to do
with us hot ‘coming down
with heat stroke n our
dorms?




FEvcr\/’rhing! Heat is about energy,
and’'weve adl put a lot of time

and effort into helping Midd use
less energy back wheh we were

r—So oure +cllin3
me that you guys
were al students
ot one Poin+?

‘/uP, that's riah’r.

students.

Then how did you

all get to be
supcr‘?ucr‘oer;? And ‘
+rappccl ina
Nalacnc?

H Well, the whole Nalgene thing is
kind of a long story.. But we
became Sus ainabilizy Heroes
because of what we did while
we were students to make sure
the College does its part to keep
the world a cooler placcl.

You know that heat wave you guys are dca\ing
with? That's a product of wha? happens whef
there’s too much carbon dioxide in the
a+moephere. Encrﬁy—inh:nsivc activities, like
travel, using too much electricity, and running
air conditioners put loods of carbon in the
a+mosphcrc, which +rap9 even more eneragy in

the Form of heatl All of us have Played some
role in helping the College cut down the amount
oF carbon it Pr‘ociucca

Oh yeahl See Lemar over there?
He started a

roup that lorou@h-%

+oac+hcr all The environmental

gréups on campus together to
talk about social ju';ﬁcc.

) — Jamie, he was one oP‘._-f And Tizions, she hclpcd

spearhead the
development of
biomass Incaﬁna on

the Sunday Nigln-f
Group members and
hclpcd start 350.0rg
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Oh, me? Not much. | just helpcd put
together the proposal that outlined
the College's commitment to
carbon neu r‘a\i+y - that means a
net of zero carbon emissions
Lrom Co\\cgc activities Iay the time

the class of 2.0iG 3r‘adua+cs.

Wow, that's all prett
impressive. So what did 'you
do Caitlin?

‘/uP, that was her. She
-éus-r ot some Friends
ogether, talked to the
president of the Coliege,
organizcd a J-term
course to research how
to do it and before you
knew it they had the
Coliege trustees
committéd to becomin
carbon neutral loy 20G.

\\))\ 4 was. | mean it did take a lot of work.
We did a boatload of research and got
help From lots of Pro@cssors ond ofher
cxpcr+9 at the Collcac.




Well it something like that
Was 50 easy for you, then
why cant we seem to do
smoall things like gettin
comfortable in our dorms?

Oh, believe me, you can.
Let me +oke you on a
little campus tour!
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AHHHH, what's going
oh, why are we

@l\/ing?!

Where are
you +al<ing

us?l

Are we goin to
moke it back fo the

.rjround before the
clinina halls clo';e?y'

Relax you won't ;o hun ry. Now lets
see.. where should we sfart the tour?




Yeah and it hasn't n
exact otten any
cooler7in here..

—

Well that's exact
here. Lets cool this

why we're

P\ace

So what do we do?

down and cut some carbon
along the way

cas

Lets start with some

.ond the door open. That way voull be
able to get better air circulation, ar\d
the hatdral light reduces the need to

kccp your I|g|n+9 on.

stulF. Keep
windows open..

ouy”

nFane‘ do a aood job of
kccpin co0l air moving in a
room, but make sure fhat

leave your room so +|ncy
don't waste energy. //

ou turn them of-f when you

V Also, pull down the

shades to keep direct
eunh?th From heating
e room up.

Wﬁ
o~

with incandescent bulbs in

See those desk lamps l ; Reqular light bullos
Producc heat, and CFL's

dontl s0 some new
hah+l9u\l99 would clclllnl-fcly
hclp

there?




Wow, that all seems pretty
easy. And it's cooled down
in here comparcd to
earlier.

1

‘/up, it's that easy.
i+'s rcall\/ amazin

how u;ir\g less
eneragy con kee
us comfortable.

Yeah, it's realy awesome.
But what happens i it's
ju«;’r too hot to stay in

our rooms?

Py
RN

Hold on now, classes haven't
even started yc’r! Why are
we in the |ibrary.!




Actuadlly, it's ridiculous! You 3o+_l‘_h The College only air
comfortdble in here. Is zhc conditions the bui dlt’lgs it

Iibr‘ary air conditioned or absolutely has to dur‘iﬂa the
somc+hin9? hotter months.

Bi laui\chngs with lots of technology like the Library, Asinn, and
giHa\l. AfAd even in those buildings, the thermostats are kept
relatively high - 75 degrees - in"order to minimize energy and
electricity usé. So make use of these spaces whehever you can,
and lower the carbon cost-per-user that it takes +o cool these
louilclings, And quite a lot of the buildings on campus have been
specially designed to ventiate well, like The Atwater dorms, which
helps cut down on eneragy usage and costs too. Even though the
Collegc is committed to carbon ncu+r'ali+y, it's stil commitfed to

keeping you comfortable.




/ | khow, My sister was

Wow, this is one of a bunch of
ac’rﬁna more er(udcn‘rs who got the
ond more College to lower the
in+crc~;+in@ as it thermostats in the
oes on. winter from 70 to
9 G8 degrees to cut a

bufch of Fuel
consumption. /

Well now that we've seen an example
of how we monage cncraz to keep
spoces haobitdble i this heat, lets toke
a look. at how Iouildinﬂ desigh can help
keep a place comfortable and cut
carbon emissions.

| didn't know half of this
stufFF What else could
there be?

I

AHH, not the P\y’ma aaain!!




Hey, | think t know where

we arel This is the Franklin

Environmental Center, isn't
it?

um, sorry but.what does

And 'm prett that mean exactly?

sure it's LEED
Platinum
Certified

Basically that the lauilding was designed to
be as eneray efficient as possible”health

For the people using it, and has lots of
locally sourced materials and that the US
Green Buildinﬁ Council said that it met that
3oal. Ri@hi’?




The Franklin Environmental Center is an incredipl
eneray efFicient buiding s been designed to absorb
and loge as litte heat os Poesilalc, which™is accomplishcd
by how well it's insulated.

R

You're rc++y smart,
Clare! And ves, youre
riﬂ 1.

There's a special system For
transferring heat From stde air
leaving the Buiding to cold, Fresh
air entering in thé winter and the
revérse in Summer.

T Ws also got windows that let in lots of dayliaht
which eliminates the need to keep lights on, and
helps warm the building by lettin sunlight in
during the winter months. Some Frees were
stratégically planted to shade the hot side ofF
+he bui\ding in summer.
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Plus there are solar panels on the roof which help Providc

about +wcn+y percent of the building'c; Powcr! This building is reall
smart about usin




Correct And less ener
used means less carbon put

into the atmosphere. | +think
you guys Pr'cHy much have it
all down at’ this POMH

uah.. guys, | think somc’rhina’s
haPPcnina...

Jake, why is the Nalacnc
ﬁ\owina aaain?!
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Where did |

et a

| don't believe it,
what jueJr

Well congratulations
guys! Now  that you've
mastered ever thing |
hod to teach vou, yod've

become Middiebury's
hewest Su9+ainabi\i+y
Heroes!

SOMEONE GET
ME DOWN
FROM HERE!

>
= A

Cam down

| always wanted to be a
superhero So what does the job
entail, just Plyin around an
teling ofher midd kids the same
things you told us?
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!
Yes, but that's onl

. | What we've alrcady got in place is
y Par+ o+ the Job

ﬂrcat but as you may know, we're
not carbon neutral yc’r.

quuircmanrs.

With that said, it's your job as our new ‘
9u9+ainalaili+y heroes to come up with
hew solutions and ideas for how we

can continue cutting energy usage and
carbon emissions here at

Students like myselfd may have
hclpcd set the wheels in motion
towards carbon neutralit

Z, but
it's up to you to drive us there.

iddie ury.

B

A Y

X

Doesn't sound too
owful.. Wait, what's
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Al ofF a sudden From out of the blue,
another Pi@urc bursts out of the Old (

Chapel. It furns out to be none other
than Ron Liebowitz himself

i've been areat Ron, but
this isnt readly adbout me
righ‘r now...

Caitlin, it's been too
longl How have vou and

the other sustainability ”:7‘\\\
heroes been? ey

AH! rm so sorry,
these must be our
hewest batch of
sustainability heroes,
r‘ighz?




Well very glad to hear it, |
absolutely love workinﬁ with
the new heroes every year -
Caitlin had mentioned we had a
great group coming in and |
was bcyond excited"Much of
what happens at Middiebur

woulcln’f be possible i it
werent For everything

students do.

That is what they've
been +c\lin@ us...

Woait, aren’t you the
President of +he College?
Why are you here talKin
to a bunch of freshmenz

Because open dia\oguc between the '
students and the administration is
absolutely necessary it we're to
work together. We rely on your
creativity and innovation to moke

change and keep the College movin

Forward And v\c/{c'veI got loﬂrs to ae?
ohel

q

You bet. in fact I've aread
ot a challenge for you.
Help us Figure out how we
can achieve carbon
ncu+r‘a\i+y BEFORE 20IG.
Are you up For 2




As long as | dont end
up stuck in a Nalgene,

challenge accep edl Middiebury's new

9uc5+ainalaili+\/ heroes then

Llew back to campus...

ready o write their own
chap+cr in the College’s sag0
ofF '—:»u«;+ainaloili-?y..‘

.and to leave their mark on the
College Forever.




This Comic was made Poc;c;ilalc Iay the ?o\lowinﬂ
individuals:

Written and Edited loy:
Jack Byrnc
Clare Crosb
Julian Macrone
Avery McNiF£
Maria Stadtmuller
Jennifer Herrera

Nustrated and Dcsiancd lay-.
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Learn more and get involved.
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Take a virtual sustainability tour of
campus at go/2016.

Find out how the college decreases its
carbon emissions as an institution at
http://www.middlebury.edu/sustain-
ability/energy-climate/neutrality.

Join a student organization working on
sustainability initiatives. See the list of
current groups at http://www.
middlebury.edu/sustainabiity/tools/orgs.

Learn ways to decrease your carbon
footprint at go/footprint.

To find out more about getting involved on campus contact the Sustainability Integration Office:

Jack Byrne

Director of Sustainability Integration
jmbyrne@middlebury.edu
802.443.5043

Avery McNiff

Sustainability Outreach and Communication Coord.
amcniff@middlebury.edu

802.443.2536

Printed on 100% post consumer waste paper.




